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A. Executive Summary 

B. Key Arguments 

 
 

The three-phase general election to the 53-seat Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) Legislative Assembly reached 
its conclusion this week when the final round of polling in Poonch Division's Bagh and Haveli districts was 
completed, closing out a process that had unfolded in stages since late July because of security and logistical 
constraints across AJK's mountainous divisions. The staggered format itself is a reminder of the peculiar 
constitutional position AJK occupies: it is self-governing under the 1974 Interim Constitution Act, with its own 
Legislative Assembly, prime minister and president, yet its foreign affairs, defence and currency remain firmly 
under the control of the federal government in Islamabad, and its Legislative Assembly seats reserved for 
Kashmiri refugees settled in Pakistan give the territory a symbolic character distinct from any of Pakistan's four 
provinces. 

Voting proceeded divisionally: Mirpur Division went first, followed by Muzaffarabad Division and the twelve 
refugee constituencies, and finally Poonch Division, where re-polling was ordered at a number of stations after 
security concerns forced postponements. Early tallies show the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
emerging as the single largest party, having swept a majority of the Muzaffarabad-Division and refugee seats, 
with the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) a clear second and smaller parties and independents splitting the 
remainder, including in Poonch Division where the incumbent PPP-led local government contested to retain its 
foothold. Former AJK prime ministers Sardar Attique Ahmed Khan, Sardar Yaqoob Khan and incumbent premier 
Raja Faisal Mumtaz Rathore all stood as candidates, underlining how tightly AJK's electoral politics track the 
fortunes of the mainland parties that sponsor them. 

What makes this week's conclusion consequential for CSS and PMS aspirants is less the seat count than what 
happens next: with the twenty-five general seats now largely notified, along with women's and other reserved 
seats to follow, attention turns to government formation, the election of a new AJK prime minister, and the 
coalition arithmetic in Muzaffarabad. A PML-N-led assembly is expected to align AJK's government closely with 
the federal PML-N-led coalition, easing centre-region coordination on development spending, but the PPP's 
second-place finish, together with allegations of irregularities raised by PPP leaders during the second phase, 
means the incoming government will face an assertive opposition. The election also unfolds against the 
backdrop of Pakistan's broader debate on administrative restructuring, discussed elsewhere in this issue, which 
touches AJK's own constitutional status only indirectly but keeps questions of representation, delimitation and 
centre-region relations firmly on the national agenda. 

 

• AJK's 53-seat Legislative Assembly election was held in three geographically staggered phases: Mirpur 
Division, then Muzaffarabad Division with refugee seats, then Poonch Division. 

• The staggered design reflects security concerns in border-proximate and mountainous constituencies, as 
well as logistical limits on deploying election staff and security personnel simultaneously. 

• PML-N emerged as the single largest party after sweeping a majority of the Muzaffarabad-Division and 
refugee constituencies in the second phase. 

• PPP placed second, retaining pockets of support including in parts of Poonch Division, and had earlier 
alleged irregularities during the second-phase count. 

• The Poonch Division phase required re-polling at a number of polling stations after the Election 
Commission postponed voting in several constituencies over security concerns. 

• Three former AJK prime ministers — Sardar Attique Ahmed Khan, Sardar Yaqoob Khan and Sardar 
Tanveer Ilyas Khan — contested seats, alongside incumbent premier Raja Faisal Mumtaz Rathore. 

 
N-01 

AJK Legislative Assembly Elections Conclude: PML-N Leads 
a Fractured Mandate 
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C. Critical Analysis 

• AJK operates under the 1974 Interim Constitution Act, which grants it self-governance in most domestic 
matters while foreign affairs, defence, currency and AJK Council subjects remain with the federal 
government. 

• Twelve seats are reserved for Kashmiri refugees settled in Pakistan, a structural feature that ties AJK's 
electorate to Pakistan's mainland political geography. 

• With general seats now largely notified, attention shifts to the election of a new AJK prime minister and 
cabinet formation in Muzaffarabad. 

• A PML-N-led AJK government is expected to closely coordinate with the federal PML-N-led coalition on 
development financing and centre-region relations. 

• The election result carries symbolic weight for Pakistan's Kashmir policy, since the AJK government is 
routinely cited domestically and internationally as the elected voice of Azad Kashmir. 

• Turnout and campaign coverage were affected by sit-ins staged by a proscribed organisation at various 
points across the province, prompting heightened security deployment. 

• The AJK Election Commission, led by the Chief Election Commissioner, managed the multi-phase process 
and issued phase-wise notifications as results were finalised. 

• For CSS/PMS aspirants, the AJK election is a recurring case study in Pakistan's asymmetric federalism, 
given AJK's constitutional status as neither a province nor fully independent. 

• The next milestone is the assembly's first session, at which members will elect the Speaker, the new prime 
minister and, subsequently, the AJK president. 

• Analysts note that AJK election outcomes are frequently read as a proxy indicator of mainland political 
sentiment ahead of Pakistan's own national and provincial contests. 

 

 
Causes 

The staggered three-phase design was driven primarily by security considerations: AJK's terrain across Poonch, 
Muzaffarabad and Mirpur divisions makes simultaneous deployment of police and paramilitary personnel to 
thousands of polling stations logistically difficult, and the presence of a proscribed organisation staging sit-ins in 
parts of the province added a further security variable that the Election Commission sought to manage division 
by division rather than all at once. PML-N's strong showing reflects both its organisational depth in AJK, built 
over successive election cycles, and its association with the federal government, which many AJK voters view 
as consequential for development financing given the territory's heavy dependence on federal transfers and AJK 
Council grants. PPP's second-place finish draws on entrenched local networks in pockets of Muzaffarabad and 
Poonch, while allegations of irregularities reflect the perennial trust deficit that surrounds AJK polls, where the 
small size of many constituencies means a shift of a few hundred votes can swing a seat. 

Implications 

A PML-N-dominated assembly is likely to smooth coordination between Muzaffarabad and Islamabad on 
infrastructure, hydropower revenue-sharing and disaster response, areas where friction between differently 
aligned AJK and federal governments has historically slowed disbursement. It also strengthens the PML-N-led 
federal coalition's political capital heading into future national contests, since a favourable AJK result is 
customarily presented as evidence of nationwide momentum. Conversely, a vocal PPP opposition in the new 
assembly, backed by unresolved rigging allegations, could keep AJK's assembly sessions contentious and slow 
the passage of routine legislation, including budgetary measures tied to federal grants. The result also has an 
external dimension: Pakistan's stated position, reiterated regularly at the United Nations, is that AJK's elected 
government represents the will of the Kashmiri people pending resolution of the Kashmir dispute under UN 
Security Council resolutions, so a credible, relatively peaceful election strengthens that diplomatic framing, 
whereas contested results could be used by critics to question its legitimacy. 

Challenges 

The most immediate challenge is completing outstanding processes cleanly: finalising results in the 
constituencies where re-polling was ordered, resolving PPP's irregularity complaints through the Election 
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D. Statistics & Facts 

Commission's dispute mechanisms, and allocating reserved seats for women, technocrats and minorities in a 
manner that does not reignite phase-two tensions. A second challenge is governance capacity: AJK's new 
government inherits a territory exposed to glacial-lake outburst floods, seismic risk and chronic underinvestment 
in health and education infrastructure, all requiring sustained federal cooperation that a fragmented assembly 
could complicate. A third, longer-term challenge is public trust: recurring allegations of pre-poll manipulation and 
post-poll irregularity across successive AJK elections have fed a narrative, amplified by opposition parties, that 
AJK's electoral competition remains substantially steered from the mainland rather than reflecting purely local 
preferences. 

Opportunities 

A relatively orderly conclusion to the three-phase process, despite security constraints, gives the incoming AJK 
government an opportunity to present itself as democratically legitimate at a moment when Pakistan is 
simultaneously debating deeper structural reforms to its federation. Close alignment between a PML-N-led AJK 
government and the federal coalition creates an opening to accelerate stalled projects, including hydropower 
schemes on the Neelum and Jhelum rivers whose revenue-sharing arrangements have long been contested 
between Muzaffarabad and Islamabad. The election cycle also offers an opportunity to strengthen AJK's 
disaster-preparedness institutions ahead of the annual monsoon and glacial-melt season, building on lessons 
from recent flooding elsewhere in Pakistan. Finally, a credible election outcome offers a diplomatic opportunity 
to reinforce Pakistan's position on Kashmir in international forums at a time of renewed global attention to South 
Asian security dynamics. 

Way Forward 

The Election Commission should expedite adjudication of the second-phase irregularity complaints and 
complete re-polling in the outstanding Poonch Division constituencies transparently, publishing 
constituency-level turnout and count data to pre-empt further disputes. The incoming assembly should prioritise 
early passage of a development budget that reflects committed federal and AJK Council transfers, alongside a 
disaster-risk-reduction plan addressing flood and seismic vulnerabilities before the next monsoon cycle. Political 
parties on both sides of the aisle would do well to institutionalise a standing mechanism for pre-election security 
coordination between AJK police, the Frontier Corps where deployed, and the Election Commission, so that 
future contests can move toward a single-phase format as security conditions allow, strengthening both 
efficiency and public confidence in the process. 

 

 

53 3 24 10 
Total AJK Legislative Assembly 

seats being contested 

Number of election phases: 

Mirpur, Muzaffarabad/refugee 

seats, Poonch 

Seats reportedly secured by 

PML-N in early notifications 

Seats reportedly secured by 

PPP in early notifications 

• AJK's Legislative Assembly comprises 45 directly elected general seats plus reserved seats for women, 
technocrats/ulema and overseas Kashmiris. 

• Twelve of the general seats are reserved specifically for Kashmiri refugees settled across Pakistan, distinct 
from the 33 territorial constituencies within AJK itself. 

• The Election Commission postponed voting in several Poonch Division constituencies, including parts of 
Rawalakot and Palandri, citing security concerns. 

• More than 1.15 million voters were registered across Poonch Division's eleven constituencies for the final 
phase alone. 

• LA-17 Haveli recorded 117,514 registered voters, one of the larger constituencies in the final phase. 

• PML-N's Muhammad Amir Shah won LA-41 (Kashmir Valley-II) with 1,804 votes against an independent 
candidate's 1,523. 

• In the refugee seats, PML-N candidates won four of five declared seats, with PPP taking the remaining 
one. 
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E. Quotable Quotes 

F. Examiner's Perspective 

G. Vocabulary Builder 

• Three former AJK prime ministers stood as candidates in the final phase, alongside incumbent premier 
Raja Faisal Mumtaz Rathore. 

• AJK's Interim Constitution Act dates to 1974 and structures the territory's self-governance short of full 
provincial status. 

• AJK's president and prime minister are elected by the Legislative Assembly rather than by direct popular 
vote. 

• The AJK Council, chaired by Pakistan's prime minister, retains authority over a specified list of subjects 
including currency, foreign affairs coordination and hydroelectric power. 

• Security personnel were deployed at 1,989 polling stations across Poonch Division's eleven constituencies 
in the final phase. 

• 3,164 polling booths were established across Poonch Division for the final round of voting. 

• PPP has historically drawn support from segments of Poonch and Muzaffarabad divisions, forming the 
principal opposition to PML-N in successive AJK assemblies. 

• Reserved seats for women and technocrats are allocated in proportion to each party's share of general 
seats, to be filled after final notification. 

• The next AJK Legislative Assembly session is expected to elect a new Speaker and prime minister once all 
results are formally notified. 

 

“The second phase of the Azad Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly elections is being completed 
today.” 

— AJK Chief Election Commissioner, Election Commission of AJK (August 2, 2026) 
 

“All arrangements have been finalised for the third and final phase of the AJK general elections.” 

— AJK Election Commission spokesperson, Election Commission of AJK (August 10, 2026) 
 

“Congratulations to PML-N on its continued success across the Azad Jammu and Kashmir elections.” 

— Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Prime Minister of Pakistan (August 2026) 

 

Essay: Evaluate whether AJK's asymmetric constitutional status under the 1974 Interim Constitution Act still 
serves Pakistan's Kashmir policy effectively, or whether it now requires reform to strengthen both local 
governance and Pakistan's diplomatic position. 

Current Affairs: Assess how the staggered, security-driven design of the 2026 AJK election reflects broader 
patterns of electoral administration in Pakistan's conflict-adjacent and mountainous regions. 

Pakistan Affairs: Discuss the centre-region relationship between Islamabad and Muzaffarabad through the 
lens of the AJK Council's powers, and evaluate whether this arrangement adequately balances local autonomy 
with national coordination. 

Interview: How would you explain, to a non-specialist, why AJK is neither a province of Pakistan nor a fully 
independent state, and why that distinction matters for the Kashmir dispute? 

 

 

Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Asymmetric 
federalism 

A federal system in which constituent units 
have differing degrees of autonomy or 
constitutional status 

unequal federal 
arrangement 

AJK's relationship with Islamabad is a 
textbook case of asymmetric federalism. 
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H. CSS/PMS Complete Question Bank 

 

Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Notification 
(electoral) 

The official gazette publication confirming a 
candidate's election 

official confirmation The Election Commission issued 
notification for 21 constituencies after the 
second phase. 

Delimitation The process of fixing the boundaries of 
electoral constituencies 

boundary-drawing Delimitation disputes often shadow 
debates on administrative restructuring. 

Interim 
Constitution 

A provisional constitutional document 
intended to govern until a permanent 
arrangement is settled 

provisional charter AJK has been governed under its 1974 
Interim Constitution Act for over five 
decades. 

Incumbency The holding of an existing political office, 
often examined for its electoral advantage 

office-holding status Incumbency did not guarantee victory for 
every sitting AJK legislator this cycle. 

Proscribed 
organisation 

A group formally banned by the state, 
typically for extremism or unlawful activity 

banned group Security forces monitored sit-ins by a 
proscribed organisation during the polls. 

Plurality The largest single share of votes or seats 
without necessarily exceeding fifty percent 

largest share PML-N secured a plurality of AJK's 
general seats. 

Devolution The transfer of powers from a central 
authority to regional or local government 

power transfer AJK's self-governance is often cited in 
debates on devolution within Pakistan. 

Adjudication The formal process of settling a dispute 
through an authorised body 

formal ruling The Election Commission must complete 
adjudication of the rigging complaints 
promptly. 

Reserved seats Legislative seats set aside for specific 
categories such as women or minorities 

allocated seats AJK's assembly includes reserved seats 
for women and technocrats. 

Coalition 
arithmetic 

The calculation of parties and numbers 
needed to form a governing majority 

majority-building 
calculus 

PML-N's plurality still requires coalition 
arithmetic to form a stable government. 

Legitimacy 
(political) 

The degree to which a government or 
process is accepted as rightful by the public 

rightful authority A transparent count is essential to the 
legitimacy of AJK's new assembly. 

 

 
MCQ 
Under which document does Azad Jammu and Kashmir derive its current framework of self-governance? 

(a) The 1973 Constitution of Pakistan (b) The 1974 Interim Constitution Act (c) The 1949 Karachi Agreement 
(d) The AJK Basic Democracies Order 

Answer: The 1974 Interim Constitution Act 
 

Pakistan Affairs Questions 
• Explain the constitutional relationship between the AJK Council and the federal government of Pakistan, 
listing at least four subjects reserved to the Council. 

• Trace the history of AJK's Legislative Assembly since 1974 and assess how its powers have evolved 
relative to Pakistan's provincial assemblies. 

• Critically examine the argument that AJK's electoral politics function as a proxy for mainland Pakistani party 
competition. 

Current Affairs Questions 
• Discuss the security challenges that led to a three-phase design for the 2026 AJK Legislative Assembly 
election. 

• Analyse the implications of a PML-N-led AJK government for centre-region coordination on hydropower 
and disaster management. 

• Evaluate the significance of the twelve refugee-reserved seats for Pakistan's broader Kashmir narrative at 
international forums. 

Short Question 
Briefly explain why AJK elections are conducted in multiple phases rather than on a single day. 

Analytical Question 
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Analytically assess whether AJK's current constitutional status should be reformed, and what risks and benefits 
such reform would carry for Pakistan's Kashmir policy. 

Essay Topic 
Kashmir's Unfinished Business: Reassessing Azad Jammu and Kashmir's Constitutional Status in Pakistan's 
Federal Framework 

 
Further In-Depth Study 
https://www.dawn.com/news/2020095 

 
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2622265/ajk-election-commission-notifies-results-of-21-constituencies-in-second-phase-of-polls 

https://www.nation.com.pk/10-Aug-2026/set-final-phase-ajk-elections 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2026_Azad_Kashmiri_general_election 

https://www.dawn.com/news/2020095
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2622265/ajk-election-commission-notifies-results-of-21-constituencies-in-second-phase-of-polls
https://www.nation.com.pk/10-Aug-2026/set-final-phase-ajk-elections
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2026_Azad_Kashmiri_general_election
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A. Executive Summary 

B. Key Arguments 

 
 

A long-simmering debate over redrawing Pakistan's internal administrative map moved decisively into the 
political mainstream this week, as senior federal ministers publicly endorsed proposals to create new provinces 
and to bring Karachi and Gwadar under direct federal administration. The immediate trigger was a set of 
remarks by caretaker-turned-permanent officials and cabinet members at an Islamabad economic summit, 
where the existing four-province structure was described as having "failed" to deliver efficient governance, 
alongside reports that a wide-ranging constitutional amendment package, informally referred to by 
commentators as the Twenty-Eighth Amendment, could touch as many as 117 articles of the Constitution, 
though no bill has yet been formally tabled in Parliament. 

The specifics under discussion vary by source and speaker: Defence Minister Khawaja Asif has backed new 
administrative units carved along administrative and national-interest lines rather than ethnic or linguistic ones, 
while also proposing that Karachi and Gwadar be placed under federal control given their outsized contribution 
to national revenue and strategic significance. Minister of State for Law and Justice Barrister Aqeel Malik floated 
dividing Punjab into four or five units, Sindh into three or four, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa into three, while 
stressing that public opinion should be canvassed first. A viral social-media map proposing eighteen 
administrative units, splitting Punjab into six, Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa into four each and Sindh 
into three, while treating Gilgit-Baltistan and AJK as separate units, has further fuelled speculation, even though 
officials have not endorsed that specific configuration. 

Pakistan's provinces are not merely administrative boundaries; they carry deep historical, linguistic and political 
identity, and any attempt to redraw them risks reopening some of the most sensitive fault lines in the federation. 
The PPP has long supported a South Punjab province while firmly opposing any division of Sindh, a position 
rooted in fears that splitting Sindh would dilute Sindhi political representation and access to resources. Political 
parties across the spectrum have urged the government to follow the constitutionally prescribed procedure for 
creating new provinces, which under Article 239 requires approval by a two-thirds majority in a joint sitting of 
Parliament as well as the consent of the affected provincial assembly by a two-thirds majority, warning that any 
attempt to bypass this process could trigger a severe political backlash. With no consensus yet on where new 
lines should fall, who should draw them, or how the reform would be financed, the debate is likely to dominate 
Pakistan's domestic political discourse well beyond this week, making it essential preparatory material for CSS 
and PMS candidates given its direct bearing on constitutional law, federalism and Pakistan affairs papers. 

 

• Senior federal ministers, including Defence Minister Khawaja Asif and Law Minister of State Barrister Aqeel 
Malik, have publicly backed creating new provinces, marking a shift from informal speculation to open 
cabinet-level advocacy. 

• Proposals include placing Karachi and Gwadar under direct federal administration, citing their outsized 
share of national revenue and strategic importance. 

• A reported constitutional amendment package could touch as many as 117 articles, though no bill has been 
formally tabled in Parliament as of this week. 

• Article 1 of the Constitution is reportedly among the provisions under informal discussion, with proposals to 
vest the power to create new provinces more directly in the federal Parliament. 

• Article 239 currently requires a two-thirds majority in a joint sitting of Parliament plus a two-thirds majority in 
the affected provincial assembly to create a new province. 

 
N-02 

The New Provinces Debate: Pakistan Confronts Its Federal 
Structure 
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C. Critical Analysis 

• The PPP has historically supported a South Punjab province while opposing any division of Sindh, 
reflecting long-standing regional political alignments. 

• PML-N has previously supported the creation of a Hazara province within Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, while the 
Awami National Party opposes it. 

• A viral map proposing eighteen administrative units has fuelled public speculation, though it does not reflect 
any officially confirmed government plan. 

• Field Marshal Asim Munir has reportedly discussed the creation of new provinces while addressing the 
business community in Karachi, according to a federal minister's account. 

• Political parties across the spectrum have urged the government to follow the constitutionally prescribed 
procedure and warned against attempting to bypass it. 

• Analysts caution that a proposal for up to 38 provinces circulating in some commentary is legally 
near-impossible to achieve under current constitutional thresholds. 

• The debate follows remarks at an Islamabad economic summit describing Pakistan's existing four-province 
structure as having failed to deliver efficient governance. 

• Proposals for delinking constituency delimitation from the population census have also been reported as 
part of the wider amendment package under discussion. 

• South Balochistan, comprising the Makran and Lasbela areas with Gwadar envisioned as its capital, is 
among the specific new-province proposals that predate this week's renewed debate. 

• Critics argue that carving new provinces on administrative grounds risks weakening the 
historical-nationality basis on which Pakistan's existing provinces rest, particularly in Sindh's case. 

• The debate coincides with, but is formally separate from, this week's conclusion of AJK's Legislative 
Assembly election, both underscoring unresolved questions about Pakistan's territorial governance 
architecture. 

 

 
Causes 

The renewed push for new provinces stems from a widely shared frustration, expressed across the political 
spectrum, that Pakistan's existing four-province model concentrates administrative and fiscal power in provincial 
capitals far removed from many districts, slowing service delivery and blurring accountability. Punjab's 
disproportionate population share relative to Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan has long fed 
arguments that its internal division would rebalance representation in the National Assembly and the distribution 
of NFC Award resources. The specific proposal to federalise Karachi and Gwadar reflects their unique fiscal and 
strategic weight: Karachi generates a large share of federal tax revenue while remaining under provincial 
administration widely criticised as under-resourced relative to its population, and Gwadar's position within the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor gives it a strategic salience that some officials argue merits direct federal 
oversight. The proposal's re-emergence now, rather than at another time, appears linked to a broader 
governance-reform push within the federal cabinet that officials say also touches delimitation rules and other 
constitutional provisions. 

Implications 

If pursued through the constitutionally mandated process, new provinces could, in principle, bring government 
closer to citizens in underserved regions such as South Punjab and Hazara, potentially improving service 
delivery and local political representation. However, the proposal to federalise Karachi and Gwadar carries 
significant implications for Sindh's political economy, since removing the country's largest city and its most 
strategically important port from provincial jurisdiction would materially reduce Sindh's share of both revenue 
and political weight, a prospect the PPP is likely to resist strongly. Nationally, reopening the provincial map risks 
re-energising ethnic and sub-nationalist movements, particularly in Sindh and among Baloch nationalist parties, 
at a time when Balochistan already faces a persistent insurgency, discussed elsewhere in this issue. The 
debate also has fiscal implications, since new provinces would require new secretariats, assemblies, judicial 
infrastructure and civil service cadres, adding to public expenditure at a time of ongoing IMF-monitored fiscal 
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D. Statistics & Facts 

consolidation. 

Challenges 

The foremost challenge is constitutional: Article 239's two-thirds thresholds in both Parliament and the affected 
provincial assembly make any unilateral federal move all but impossible without broad-based political 
consensus, and no such consensus currently exists, with parties disagreeing sharply on both the number and 
boundaries of proposed new units. A second challenge is the absence of an agreed methodology: officials have 
floated figures ranging from a handful of additional provinces to an eighteen-unit map, with no single official 
blueprint, which risks the debate collapsing into speculation rather than producing an actionable proposal. A 
third challenge is managing expectations and anxieties in Sindh specifically, where any perceived attempt to 
detach Karachi from provincial control is likely to be read as an existential threat to Sindhi political 
representation, a sensitivity sharpened by the province's post-1947 demographic history. Timing is a further 
constraint, given that any amendment process would compete for legislative bandwidth with pressing economic 
and security priorities. 

Opportunities 

Handled through genuine, transparent political negotiation, the debate offers an opportunity to modernise 
Pakistan's administrative architecture in ways that could improve local governance, particularly for large, 
historically under-served regions such as South Punjab, where demands for a separate province have persisted 
for decades on largely administrative rather than ethnic grounds. It also offers an opening to strengthen local 
government structures as an alternative or complementary reform, addressing service-delivery gaps without 
necessarily requiring full provincial status, an option some analysts prefer as less disruptive. For Karachi 
specifically, even short of federalisation, the debate could catalyse overdue investment in municipal governance 
and infrastructure given the city's economic importance. Finally, a carefully sequenced, consensus-based 
process could strengthen Pakistan's federal system's long-term durability by demonstrating that structural 
grievances can be addressed through constitutional means rather than left to fester. 

Way Forward 

The government should commission a transparent, technical needs-assessment of administrative units, 
conducted independently of party politics, before proposing any specific map, and should table any resulting 
amendment through the full Article 239 process rather than through informal cabinet remarks that generate 
speculation without clarity. Broad-based consultation with all four provincial assemblies, including formal 
hearings that allow Sindhi, Baloch, Pashtun, Seraiki and Punjabi political voices to be heard on their own terms, 
is essential before any bill is tabled. Given the acute sensitivity of any move affecting Karachi and Sindh's 
provincial status, the federal government should consider decoupling Gwadar-specific strategic-zone 
arrangements, which could be pursued through CPEC-related special economic zone mechanisms, from the 
broader and more contentious question of provincial boundaries, allowing the two issues to proceed on 
separate, less politically charged tracks. 

 

 

117 4 2/3 18 
Articles reportedly under 

discussion in the amendment 

package 

Pakistan's current number of 

provinces 

Majority required in Parliament 

and the affected provincial 

assembly under Article 239 

Administrative units shown in 

the widely circulated but 

unofficial map 

• Article 239 of the 1973 Constitution governs the procedure for creating a new province, requiring a 
two-thirds majority in a joint sitting of Parliament and in the relevant provincial assembly. 

• Punjab is Pakistan's most populous province, accounting for more than half the country's population 
according to successive census figures. 

• Federal Minister Mustafa Kamal has publicly stated his MQM party's support for the creation of new 
provinces. 

• Minister of State Barrister Aqeel Malik proposed Punjab could be divided into four or five provinces, Sindh 
into three or four, and KP into three. 
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E. Quotable Quotes 

F. Examiner's Perspective 

G. Vocabulary Builder 

• The unofficial eighteen-unit map circulating on social media shows Punjab split into six, Balochistan and KP 
into four each, and Sindh into three. 

• South Balochistan, comprising Makran and Lasbela with Gwadar as proposed capital, is among the specific 
long-standing new-province proposals. 

• PPP has consistently supported a separate South Punjab province while opposing any division of Sindh. 

• PML-N has previously supported creating a Hazara province within Khyber Pakhtunkhwa; the Awami 
National Party opposes it. 

• Reports suggest the amendment package may also propose delinking constituency delimitation from the 
decennial population census. 

• Karachi contributes a disproportionately large share of Pakistan's federal tax revenue relative to its share of 
representation in provincial resource allocation. 

• Gwadar's strategic significance is tied to its role as the terminus of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. 

• No official bill on new provinces had been tabled in Parliament as of this week, according to available 
reporting. 

• Defence Minister Khawaja Asif stated new units should be created on administrative and national-interest 
grounds rather than ethnic considerations. 

• Analysts have described a proposal for up to 38 provinces circulating in some commentary as legally 
near-impossible under current constitutional requirements. 

• Political parties across the spectrum have called on the government to follow the prescribed constitutional 
procedure rather than attempt to bypass it. 

• The debate follows remarks at an Islamabad economic summit where the existing provincial structure was 
described as having failed to deliver efficient governance. 

 

“Pakistan's existing governance system had failed, and creating new administrative units was essential to 
improving governance.” 

— Federal minister (paraphrased remarks), Cabinet member, speaking at an Islamabad economic summit (August 2026) 
 

“New administrative units should be established on administrative and national-interest grounds rather than 
ethnic considerations.” 

— Khawaja Asif, Federal Minister for Defence (August 2026) 
 

“Public opinion should be sought before any such move.” 

— Barrister Aqeel Malik, Minister of State for Law and Justice (August 2026) 

 

Essay: Critically evaluate whether the creation of new provinces, as currently being debated, would strengthen 
or weaken the stability of Pakistan's federation, drawing on the constitutional procedure prescribed in Article 
239. 

Current Affairs: Assess the political feasibility of the reported constitutional amendment package touching 117 
articles, given the two-thirds thresholds required for provincial reorganisation. 

Pakistan Affairs: Examine the historical basis of Pakistan's provincial boundaries and discuss whether 
administrative efficiency alone is a sufficient justification for redrawing them. 

Interview: If asked to summarise the new-provinces debate for a policy brief, what would you identify as the 
single greatest constitutional obstacle to implementation, and why? 
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H. CSS/PMS Complete Question Bank 

Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Federation A political system in which power is 
constitutionally divided between a central 
authority and constituent units 

federal union Pakistan's federation comprises four 
provinces plus special territories. 

Bicameral 
consensus 

Agreement reached across both houses of 
a two-chamber legislature 

cross-house 
agreement 

Constitutional amendments in Pakistan 
require broad bicameral consensus. 

Sub-nationalism Political identity and mobilisation centred on 
a region or ethnic group within a larger state 

regional identity 
politics 

Analysts warn new provinces could 
reignite sub-nationalism in Sindh. 

Fiscal federalism The division of financial powers and 
revenue-sharing arrangements between 
central and regional governments 

financial 
power-sharing 

The NFC Award is central to Pakistan's 
fiscal federalism. 

Devolve To transfer authority from a central body to 
a lower or regional level 

decentralise Proponents argue new provinces would 
devolve governance closer to citizens. 

Secession The formal withdrawal of a region from a 
larger political entity 

breakaway Officials stress new provinces are not 
intended to encourage secession. 

Constitutional 
threshold 

The specific majority or procedural 
requirement set by a constitution for a given 
action 

legal requirement bar The two-thirds constitutional threshold 
makes unilateral change difficult. 

Demographic 
weight 

The influence a population's size gives it in 
political representation or resource 
allocation 

population-based 
influence 

Punjab's demographic weight shapes 
debates on its potential division. 

Special economic 
zone 

A designated area with distinct economic 
regulations to attract investment 

SEZ Gwadar's status could be addressed 
through a special economic zone 
framework. 

Consultative 
process 

A decision-making method involving 
structured input from stakeholders 

participatory process Ministers say a consultative process 
must precede any new provinces bill. 

Territorial 
integrity 

The principle that a state's borders and 
internal boundaries should remain intact 
and unaltered by force 

boundary inviolability Debates on new provinces are carefully 
framed to avoid implying threats to 
territorial integrity. 

Administrative 
unit 

A defined area of governance created for 
administrative rather than necessarily 
cultural purposes 

governance zone Officials favour describing proposed 
provinces as administrative units rather 
than ethnic homelands. 

 

 
MCQ 
Which article of Pakistan's Constitution prescribes the procedure for creating a new province? 

(a) Article 1 (b) Article 175 (c) Article 239 (d) Article 270 

Answer: Article 239 
 

Pakistan Affairs Questions 
• Explain the constitutional procedure required under Article 239 to create a new province in Pakistan, and 
assess its practicality given current political alignments. 

• Discuss the historical demand for a South Punjab province and evaluate the arguments for and against it. 

• Critically analyse the PPP's opposition to dividing Sindh in light of the province's post-1947 political history. 

Current Affairs Questions 
• Evaluate the political and administrative arguments for bringing Karachi and Gwadar under direct federal 
control. 

• Discuss the risks that renewed debate on new provinces poses to Pakistan's federal stability, with 
reference to Balochistan's security situation. 

• Assess whether Pakistan's current NFC Award framework would need to be revised if new provinces were 
created. 
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Short Question 
State the two-thirds majority requirements under Article 239 for creating a new province. 

Analytical Question 
Analytically evaluate whether administrative efficiency alone justifies redrawing Pakistan's provincial map, 
weighing this against the historical and cultural basis of existing provinces. 

Essay Topic 
Redrawing the Map: Can Pakistan Reform Its Federal Structure Without Fracturing It? 

 
 

Further In-Depth Study 
https://www.dawn.com/news/2021824 

 
https://english.aaj.tv/news/330465917/new-provinces-debate-resurfaces-as-viral-map-fuels-speculation 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twenty-Eighth_Amendment_to_the_Constitution_of_Pakistan 

https://thepenpk.com/new-provinces-in-pakistan-what-does-constitution-say/ 

https://www.dawn.com/news/2021824
https://english.aaj.tv/news/330465917/new-provinces-debate-resurfaces-as-viral-map-fuels-speculation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twenty-Eighth_Amendment_to_the_Constitution_of_Pakistan
https://thepenpk.com/new-provinces-in-pakistan-what-does-constitution-say/
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A. Executive Summary 

B. Key Arguments 

 
 

A week after signing the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement with Saudi Arabia and Turkiye on August 7, Pakistan 
spent this week consolidating the pact's political and symbolic weight at home, most visibly around the country's 
79th Independence Day celebrations on August 14. President Asif Ali Zardari publicly commended Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Chief of Defence Forces and Army Chief Field Marshal Asim Munir for what he 
described as efforts to strengthen relations with Saudi Arabia and Turkiye into "a robust strategic partnership," 
while congratulatory messages to Pakistan from Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan and other regional leaders on Independence Day were widely read domestically as 
endorsements of the young alliance. 

The Mecca pact, signed in the Saudi holy city by Erdogan, the Crown Prince and PM Shehbaz Sharif, commits 
its three signatories to treat an armed attack on any one of them as an attack on all three, a collective-defence 
clause that domestic commentary has repeatedly, if imprecisely, likened to NATO's Article 5. Billboards in 
Karachi displaying portraits of the three leaders alongside Field Marshal Munir underscored how the 
government has sought to present the agreement as a source of national pride following a period of acute 
regional tension triggered by the US-Israel war on Iran that began in February. Pakistani officials, including 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar, have simultaneously reiterated Pakistan's "firm 
commitment to promoting dialogue and diplomacy" in the region, framing the pact as defensive rather than 
confrontational, a distinction Islamabad has taken pains to stress given Pakistan's continuing diplomatic 
engagement with Iran, including the DPM's own stated intent to further deepen ties with Tehran even as 
tensions between Iran, the US and the Gulf states persist. 

For Pakistan domestically, the week's developments matter on three levels. First, the pact provides tangible 
reassurance amid heightened regional insecurity, including the Houthi threat to Red Sea shipping and Gulf 
tanker traffic discussed elsewhere in this issue, at a time when Pakistani nationals and commercial interests are 
directly exposed to that insecurity. Second, it offers the civil-military leadership a foreign-policy achievement to 
showcase domestically at a politically sensitive moment, coinciding with the AJK election's conclusion and 
mounting debate over new provinces. Third, it positions Pakistan, alongside Saudi Arabia and Turkiye, as one of 
three anchor states in what analysts describe as an emerging multipolar security architecture in the Middle East 
and South Asia, discussed in its global dimension in the international section of this issue, while officials 
continue to stress the arrangement remains open to other countries and is not intended as a bloc directed 
against any particular state, including Iran. 

 

• President Asif Ali Zardari publicly praised PM Shehbaz Sharif and CDF Field Marshal Asim Munir for 
strengthening Pakistan's relations with Saudi Arabia and Turkiye into a 'robust strategic partnership' around 
Independence Day. 

• The Mecca Joint Defence Agreement, signed August 7 in Mecca, commits Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and 
Turkiye to treat an attack on any one signatory as an attack on all three. 

• World leaders including Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman and Turkish President Erdogan sent 
Independence Day greetings to Pakistan, widely read domestically as reaffirmations of the new pact. 

• Billboards in Karachi displaying the three signatory leaders alongside Field Marshal Asim Munir reflect the 
government's effort to present the pact as a source of national pride. 

• Deputy PM and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar has reiterated Pakistan's stated commitment to dialogue and 
diplomacy in the region even as the pact deepens security cooperation. 

 
N-03 

Pakistan Deepens the Mecca Defence Pact as Independence 
Day Underscores Strategic Realignment 
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C. Critical Analysis 

• Pakistani officials have stressed the pact is defensive and not directed against Iran, even as Dar has 
separately voiced intent to deepen engagement with Tehran. 

• The pact arrives amid heightened regional insecurity from the ongoing US-Israel-Iran war, which began 
February 28, and from Houthi threats to Red Sea and Gulf shipping. 

• Domestic commentary has repeatedly compared the pact's collective-defence clause to NATO's Article 5, 
though Islamabad-based analysts caution against treating the analogy too literally. 

• The pact builds on an earlier bilateral Saudi-Pakistan mutual defence agreement signed the previous year, 
extending it into a trilateral arrangement with Turkiye. 

• Pakistan's unique contribution to the pact is framed around its combat-experienced military and its status 
as the only nuclear-armed state in the Muslim world. 

• The government has sought to showcase the pact domestically at a politically sensitive moment, coinciding 
with the conclusion of AJK elections and debate over new provinces. 

• Officials have stated the pact remains open to additional signatories, positioning it as an expandable 
regional security framework rather than a closed alliance. 

• Field Marshal Asim Munir's role as both Chief of Defence Forces and Army Chief has been emphasised in 
domestic coverage of the pact's military dimensions. 

• Analysts note the pact reflects a broader trend of Gulf and South Asian states pursuing strategic autonomy 
amid uncertainty over the reliability of traditional Western security guarantees. 

• The pact's Independence Day framing allowed the government to link a foreign-policy achievement to a 
moment of heightened national symbolism and unity messaging. 

• Pakistan's continuing diplomatic outreach to Iran alongside the new pact illustrates Islamabad's attempt to 
balance competing regional relationships without being drawn fully into either camp. 

 

 
Causes 

Pakistan's eager domestic promotion of the Mecca pact this week is best understood as a convergence of 
security necessity and political opportunity. On the security side, the outbreak of the US-Israel-Iran war in 
February and the subsequent disruption to Gulf shipping, culminating in Houthi attacks that have already killed 
Pakistani nationals, have made regional insecurity a tangible domestic concern rather than an abstract 
foreign-policy issue, giving the government strong incentive to demonstrate it is taking concrete steps to protect 
Pakistani interests. On the political side, Independence Day offered a natural, emotionally resonant occasion to 
fold a recent diplomatic achievement into the broader narrative of national unity and resolve that the civil and 
military leadership sought to project this week, particularly given President Zardari's own remarks calling for 
reforms to strengthen institutions. The pact's trilateral structure, combining Saudi financial resources, Turkish 
military-industrial capacity and Pakistani manpower and nuclear deterrence, also reflects a longer-term strategic 
logic of burden-sharing among Muslim-majority middle powers wary of over-reliance on any single external 
patron. 

Implications 

Domestically, the pact strengthens the civil-military leadership's narrative of proactive foreign-policy 
management at a time when other headline issues, including the new provinces debate and persistent 
Balochistan insecurity, present the government with more difficult, less easily resolved challenges. It also has 
direct economic implications, since deeper security cooperation with Saudi Arabia in particular is likely to be 
leveraged in parallel economic discussions, including Pakistan's ongoing efforts to secure Gulf investment 
commitments. Regionally, Pakistan's participation signals to both allies and rivals that it intends to remain a 
central security actor in the Muslim world despite its own economic constraints, reinforcing its diplomatic weight 
in forums such as the OIC. There is also a risk dimension: deeper entanglement in a collective-defence 
arrangement, even one framed as defensive, could expose Pakistan to obligations in future regional crises that 
carry costs beyond what current public messaging acknowledges, particularly if tensions between the pact's 
members and Iran escalate further. 
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D. Statistics & Facts 

Challenges 

The central challenge is credibly maintaining the pact's stated defensive, non-Iran-directed character while 
regional dynamics push in the opposite direction, given that the pact was signed explicitly against the backdrop 
of the Iran war and Saudi exposure to Iranian drone strikes. A second challenge lies in managing domestic 
expectations: presenting the agreement in NATO-like terms risks creating public expectations of automatic, 
large-scale mutual defence that the pact's actual institutional mechanisms, still being built out through a 
proposed ministerial committee and secretariat, may not yet be able to deliver. A third challenge is balancing the 
optics of military symbolism, such as the Karachi billboards featuring Field Marshal Munir alongside foreign 
heads of state, against domestic sensitivities about the armed forces' political visibility. Finally, Pakistan must 
navigate the pact's implications for its relationship with Iran carefully, given shared borders, security cooperation 
needs in Balochistan, and Dar's own stated intent to deepen bilateral ties with Tehran. 

Opportunities 

The pact offers Pakistan a genuine opportunity to diversify its strategic partnerships beyond its traditional 
reliance on any single external power, embedding itself instead within a trilateral Muslim-world security 
framework with substantial combined capabilities. It also creates an opening to attract further Saudi and Gulf 
investment, given that deeper security cooperation often precedes or accompanies expanded economic 
engagement, a pattern evident in Pakistan's recent history with Saudi Arabia. The pact's declared openness to 
additional members offers Pakistan an opportunity to play a convening role in a wider Muslim-world security 
architecture, enhancing its diplomatic standing well beyond the immediate signatories. Domestically, a period of 
visible foreign-policy success offers the government space to build political capital that could, if managed 
carefully, support more difficult reforms on the economic and administrative fronts that Pakistan faces 
concurrently. 

Way Forward 

Pakistan should continue to pair its participation in the Mecca pact with sustained, high-level diplomatic 
engagement with Iran, ensuring that security cooperation with Riyadh and Ankara does not foreclose 
Islamabad's ability to mediate or de-escalate tensions in the wider Gulf. The government should work with Saudi 
Arabia and Turkiye to formalise the pact's institutional mechanisms, including its ministerial and secretariat 
structures, so that public expectations are grounded in clearly defined mutual obligations rather than loose 
comparisons to NATO. Given the pact's domestic political salience, officials should ensure that its promotion 
does not crowd out attention to unresolved structural issues at home, including the new provinces debate and 
Balochistan's security situation, both of which carry equally significant implications for national stability. 

 

 

Aug 7 3 1.4m+ 79 
Date the Mecca Joint Defence 

Agreement was signed 

Signatory states: Pakistan, 

Saudi Arabia, Turkiye 

Combined active military 

personnel of the three 

signatories 

Years of Pakistani 

independence marked on 

August 14, 2026 

• The Mecca Joint Defence Agreement was signed in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, on August 7, 2026, by Erdogan, 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman and PM Shehbaz Sharif. 

• The three signatories combine nearly 1.4 million active military personnel, 3,400 aircraft, 6,000 tanks and 
more than 340 naval assets, according to the 2026 Global Firepower Index. 

• Pakistan provides the largest pool of active personnel among the three signatories, at roughly 660,000, 
followed by Turkiye at about 481,000 and Saudi Arabia at about 247,000. 

• The pact builds on a bilateral Saudi-Pakistan mutual defence agreement signed the previous year. 

• Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan has said the pact's institutional design would include a ministerial 
committee, political and military committees, and a permanent secretariat. 

• Egypt has held preliminary discussions about joining a wider quadrilateral defence arrangement, though 
obstacles including its existing agreements with Greece and Cyprus remain unresolved. 
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E. Quotable Quotes 

F. Examiner's Perspective 

G. Vocabulary Builder 

• Pakistan is the only nuclear-armed state among the pact's three signatories and within the wider Muslim 
world. 

• Pakistan's Independence Day, August 14, 2026, marked 79 years since the country's creation in 1947. 

• A 31-gun salute was fired in Islamabad and a 21-gun salute at provincial headquarters to mark 
Independence Day 2026. 

• Saudi Arabia's exposure to Iranian drone strikes after the outbreak of the 2026 Iran war was a key driver 
behind the Kingdom's pursuit of the trilateral pact. 

• Erdogan has stated the alliance would be open to other countries, extending an existing Turkish security 
relationship network that includes Qatar, Syria and Libya. 

• PM Shehbaz Sharif performed Umrah in Mecca on August 7, 2026, around the time of the pact's signing. 

• DPM and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar has separately reiterated Pakistan's commitment to promoting 
dialogue and diplomacy to achieve regional peace and stability. 

• Pakistan's services chiefs jointly stated this week that the country's strength lies in the unity and collective 
resolve of its people. 

• President Zardari called for a series of institutional reforms in his Independence Day remarks, alongside his 
commendation of the Mecca pact's progress. 

• Billboards in Karachi displaying portraits of the three pact leaders alongside Field Marshal Munir appeared 
following the signing ceremony. 

 

“President commends premier's and CDF Munir's efforts for further strengthening relations between Saudi 

Arabia, Turkiye and Pakistan into a robust strategic partnership.” 

— President Asif Ali Zardari (paraphrased official statement), President of Pakistan (August 14, 2026) 
 

“Pakistan's strength lies in the unity and collective resolve of its people.” 

— Pakistan's services chiefs, Joint statement, Pakistan Armed Forces (August 2026) 
 

“Pakistan's firm commitment to promoting dialogue and diplomacy to achieve peace and stability in the 
region and beyond.” 

— Ishaq Dar, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister (August 2026) 
 

“The alliance would be open to other countries.” 

— Recep Tayyip Erdogan, President of Turkiye (August 2026) 

 

Essay: Assess whether the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement marks a genuine strategic realignment for 
Pakistan or primarily serves short-term domestic political purposes. 

Current Affairs: Analyse how Pakistan has used the timing of Independence Day 2026 to consolidate domestic 
support for its new trilateral defence commitments. 

Pakistan Affairs: Discuss the civil-military dimensions of Pakistan's foreign-policy messaging around the 
Mecca pact, with reference to the roles of the President, Prime Minister and Chief of Defence Forces. 

Interview: How would you respond to a questioner who argues that comparing the Mecca pact to NATO's 
Article 5 is misleading, and what would you offer as a more accurate characterisation? 
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H. CSS/PMS Complete Question Bank 

 

Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Collective 
defence 

A security arrangement in which an attack 
on one member is treated as an attack on 
all 

mutual defence The Mecca pact's collective-defence 
clause binds all three signatories. 

Strategic 
autonomy 

A state's capacity to pursue its security and 
foreign-policy interests independent of 
dominant external powers 

independent strategic 
capacity 

The pact reflects a search for strategic 
autonomy among Muslim-majority states. 

Burden-sharing The distribution of costs and responsibilities 
among partners in an alliance 

shared responsibility Burden-sharing underlies the trilateral 
structure of the new pact. 

Deterrence The prevention of hostile action through the 
threat of a strong response 

dissuasion Pakistan's nuclear capability adds a 
deterrence dimension to the pact. 

Multipolarity An international system characterised by 
several centres of power rather than one or 
two dominant ones 

multi-centred order Analysts describe the pact as part of an 
emerging regional multipolarity. 

Ministerial 
secretariat 

An administrative body supporting an 
alliance's ministerial-level decision-making 

coordinating office Turkiye has proposed a permanent 
secretariat for the pact. 

Symbolism 
(political) 

The use of imagery or gestures to convey 
political meaning beyond their literal content 

emblematic 
messaging 

The Karachi billboards were a clear 
exercise in political symbolism. 

Trilateral Involving three parties three-way The Mecca pact is a trilateral defence 
arrangement. 

De-escalation The reduction in intensity of a conflict or 
dispute 

tension reduction Islamabad has positioned itself as 
favouring de-escalation despite the new 
pact. 

Hedging strategy A foreign-policy approach that avoids full 
alignment with any single power to preserve 
flexibility 

balancing approach Pakistan's outreach to both the pact and 
Iran reflects a hedging strategy. 

Institutional 
architecture 

The formal structures and bodies that give 
an organisation or alliance operational form 

organisational 
framework 

The pact's institutional architecture is still 
being finalised. 

Optics The way an action or event is perceived 
publicly, particularly through visual or 
symbolic cues 

public perception Officials were mindful of the optics of 
military imagery on the billboards. 

 

 
MCQ 
In which city was the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement signed on August 7, 2026? 

(a) Riyadh (b) Jeddah (c) Mecca (d) Istanbul 

Answer: Mecca 
 

Pakistan Affairs Questions 
• Explain the significance of Pakistan being the only nuclear-armed signatory to the Mecca Joint Defence 
Agreement. 

• Discuss how the timing of the Mecca pact's domestic promotion around Independence Day 2026 reflects 
Pakistan's civil-military communication strategy. 

• Critically assess the balance Pakistan is attempting to strike between its new pact commitments and its 
continuing diplomatic engagement with Iran. 

Current Affairs Questions 

• Analyse the combined military capabilities of Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Turkiye under the Mecca Joint 
Defence Agreement. 

• Discuss the potential for the Mecca pact to expand to include additional signatory states, with reference to 
Egypt's position. 

• Evaluate the economic implications for Pakistan of deepening security ties with Saudi Arabia through the 
Mecca pact. 
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Short Question 
Name the three signatory states of the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement and the date it was signed. 

Analytical Question 
Analytically assess whether the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement is likely to enhance or complicate Pakistan's 
relationship with Iran going forward. 

Essay Topic 
Between Riyadh and Tehran: Pakistan's Balancing Act in a Realigning Middle East 

 
 

Further In-Depth Study 
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/pakistan-says-new-defense-pact-with-saudi-arabia-and-turkey-is-purely-defensive-and-open-to-

others 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mecca_Joint_Defence_Agreement 
 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/8/11/what-are-saudi-arabia-turkiye-and-pakistans-joint-military-capabilities 

https://www.dawn.com/news/2022742 

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/pakistan-says-new-defense-pact-with-saudi-arabia-and-turkey-is-purely-defensive-and-open-to-
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/pakistan-says-new-defense-pact-with-saudi-arabia-and-turkey-is-purely-defensive-and-open-to-
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mecca_Joint_Defence_Agreement
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/8/11/what-are-saudi-arabia-turkiye-and-pakistans-joint-military-capabilities
https://www.dawn.com/news/2022742
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A. Executive Summary 

B. Key Arguments 

 
 

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on August 12 formally launched Pakistan's first-ever National Youth Employment 
Policy, unveiling the initiative at a ceremony in Islamabad marking International Youth Day and framing it as an 
attempt to convert the country's youth bulge from a demographic liability into a demographic dividend. The 
policy's headline features include a 35 percent quota for women in the labour force, a 10 percent annual quota 
reserved for youth-led startups, and a shift in emphasis from preparing young people merely to seek 
conventional jobs toward equipping them to create businesses and employ others, a framing the Prime Minister 
repeated throughout his address. 

Beyond the quotas, the policy bundles together a wide range of previously announced and newly unveiled 
education and skills initiatives. The government confirmed that 1,000 Pakistani students would be sent to China 
at state expense for training in information technology and artificial intelligence, building on a smaller cohort of 
agriculture-focused students sent the previous year, and that Danish University, a new technology-focused 
public university, would begin operations in Islamabad the following year with merit-based admissions 
regardless of financial background. The Prime Minister also referenced the wider Danish Schools network, 
which he said was being expanded nationally to replicate elite-standard education for disadvantaged students, 
and cited the distribution of 700,000 laptops to talented students to date. A newly launched National Power 
Sector Innovation Programme, backed by Rs1 billion over three years, aims to channel youth ideas into the 
energy sector, while a Skills Ambassador Programme was also launched alongside the core employment policy. 

Politically, the announcement carries weight beyond its immediate labour-market provisions. Addressing a 
youthful and often disillusioned demographic directly, at a ceremony attended by ministers, parliamentarians, 
diplomats, teachers and students, allowed the Prime Minister to frame his government's agenda in aspirational 
terms, explicitly invoking Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah's vision of a welfare state and drawing a pointed 
contrast between elite educational institutions attended by the children of the privileged and the opportunities 
available to ordinary Pakistani children. With roughly 64 percent of Pakistan's population under the age of 30, 
according to widely cited demographic estimates, and youth unemployment and underemployment persisting as 
one of the country's most pressing structural challenges, the policy's implementation, financing and measurable 
outcomes over the coming fiscal years will determine whether this week's launch marks a genuine turning point 
or another well-intentioned initiative that struggles against Pakistan's chronic capacity and fiscal constraints, a 
distinction CSS and PMS aspirants should weigh carefully when analysing government social-sector 
announcements. 

 

• PM Shehbaz Sharif formally launched Pakistan's first-ever National Youth Employment Policy on August 
12, 2026, at an International Youth Day ceremony in Islamabad. 

• The policy establishes a 35 percent quota for women in the labour force under its employment provisions. 

• A 10 percent annual quota is reserved for youth-led startups, reflecting a shift in policy emphasis from 
job-seeking to entrepreneurship. 

• The government will send 1,000 Pakistani students to China at state expense for training in information 
technology and artificial intelligence. 

• Danish University, a new technology-focused public institution, is set to begin operations in Islamabad in 
2027 with merit-based, need-blind admissions. 

• The Prime Minister cited the distribution of 700,000 laptops to talented students as evidence of the 
government's continuing digital-access push. 

 
N-04 

PM Shehbaz Launches Pakistan's First National Youth 
Employment Policy 
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C. Critical Analysis 

• A National Power Sector Innovation Programme was launched alongside the policy, backed by Rs1 billion 
earmarked over three years for youth ideas in the energy sector. 

• A Skills Ambassador Programme was also launched as a complementary initiative under the same policy 
umbrella. 

• The Prime Minister explicitly framed the policy around Quaid-e-Azam's vision of Pakistan as a welfare state 
offering equal opportunity regardless of background. 

• He drew a pointed contrast between elite schools attended by the children of parliamentarians and 
governors and the limited opportunities available to underprivileged children. 

• The Danish Schools network, first launched during Shehbaz Sharif's tenure as Punjab chief minister, is 
being expanded nationally under the policy's broader education push. 

• The ceremony was attended by ministers, parliamentarians, diplomats, teachers and students, reflecting 
the government's effort to give the launch broad institutional visibility. 

• The Prime Minister stated that Pakistan was created by its elders in 1947, but its youth would determine 
what the country becomes by 2047, its centenary year. 

• The policy responds to Pakistan's demographic profile, in which a majority of the population is estimated to 
be under 30 years of age. 

• Officials have linked the policy explicitly to addressing Pakistan's youth bulge, framing the initiative as 
intended to convert demographic pressure into economic opportunity. 

• The announcement follows a period of sustained public and youth-led criticism regarding limited 
employment opportunities and slow structural economic reform. 

 

 
Causes 

The policy responds to a demographic reality that has shaped Pakistani policy discourse for over a decade: a 
population in which a clear majority is under 30, entering the labour force each year in numbers that the formal 
economy has consistently failed to absorb. Years of slow GDP growth, periodic macroeconomic instability 
requiring IMF-supported stabilisation, and underinvestment in technical and vocational education have 
compounded the mismatch between the skills young Pakistanis possess and the jobs the economy generates. 
The specific timing, coinciding with International Youth Day, reflects a deliberate government choice to use a 
globally recognised occasion to maximise the announcement's visibility, while the entrepreneurship-first framing 
responds to a global policy trend, also visible in comparable South Asian economies, of treating startup 
ecosystems as a more scalable route to job creation than traditional public-sector or large-firm employment 
alone. 

Implications 

If implemented as announced, the policy could meaningfully expand access to technical education and 
international training opportunities for a cohort of young Pakistanis who previously lacked such pathways, with 
potential long-term benefits for productivity and export competitiveness in technology-linked sectors. The 35 
percent women's labour-force quota, if enforced, could have a significant effect on female labour-force 
participation, which remains markedly lower in Pakistan than in comparable economies, with implications for 
household income and broader human-development indicators. Politically, the announcement gives the 
government a positive, forward-looking narrative to set against more contentious ongoing debates, including the 
new provinces discussion and persistent security concerns in Balochistan, potentially helping to shore up 
support among younger voters ahead of future electoral cycles. However, if implementation lags, as has 
occurred with previous youth-focused programmes, the gap between announcement and delivery risks 
deepening the very disillusionment the policy seeks to address. 

Challenges 

Historically, Pakistan's youth and skills initiatives have struggled with financing continuity, weak monitoring 
mechanisms and coordination gaps between federal and provincial governments, since education and much of 
skills development fall under provincial jurisdiction after the Eighteenth Amendment's devolution of powers. 
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Ensuring the women's quota is genuinely enforceable across a labour market dominated by informal-sector 
employment, where quota compliance is difficult to monitor, presents a further practical obstacle. The plan to 
send Pakistani students abroad for AI and IT training requires sustained diplomatic and financial coordination 
with partner countries and carries execution risk if funding commitments are not honoured across successive 
budget cycles. There is also a structural challenge in demand: expanding the supply of skilled young workers 
achieves little if the domestic economy does not simultaneously generate enough formal-sector jobs or a startup 
ecosystem capable of absorbing the 10 percent entrepreneurship quota meaningfully. 

Opportunities 

The policy offers Pakistan an opportunity to position itself more competitively in global digital and 
technology-enabled labour markets, particularly if the AI and IT training pipeline to China is sustained and 
scaled over multiple cohorts. Expanding Danish Schools and launching Danish University nationally offers a 
genuine opportunity to narrow the long-standing gap between elite and public education systems, provided 
funding and quality-assurance mechanisms keep pace with expansion. The startup quota, if paired with genuine 
access to finance, mentorship and regulatory ease, could help formalise a portion of Pakistan's large informal 
youth entrepreneurship sector, with potential fiscal benefits through expanded tax registration. The policy also 
offers an opportunity for provinces to align their own skills and education strategies with the federal framework, 
strengthening intergovernmental coordination on a shared national priority. 

Way Forward 

The federal government should establish a transparent, publicly accessible monitoring dashboard tracking 
implementation milestones for each component of the policy, including quota compliance, scholarship 
disbursement and Danish University's construction and enrolment timelines, to sustain credibility beyond the 
launch event. Coordination mechanisms with provincial governments should be formalised promptly, given that 
education and much youth-related policy sit within provincial jurisdiction, to avoid the policy becoming a federal 
initiative disconnected from provincial delivery capacity. The government should also prioritise linking the 
entrepreneurship quota to concrete access-to-finance mechanisms, potentially through state-backed youth 
business loans or partnerships with commercial banks, since quotas alone do not guarantee capital availability. 
Finally, an independent, periodic evaluation of employment outcomes for policy beneficiaries would help 
distinguish genuine impact from announcement-stage optimism. 

 

 

35% 10% 1,000 700,000 
Quota for women in the labour 

force under the new policy 

Annual quota reserved for 

youth-led startups 

Students to be sent to China for 

AI/IT training at state expense 

Laptops distributed to talented 

students to date, per the PM's 

remarks 

• The National Youth Employment Policy was launched on August 12, 2026, at an International Youth Day 
ceremony in Islamabad. 

• A 35 percent quota for women in the labour force is a headline provision of the policy. 

• A 10 percent annual quota is reserved for young people establishing startups. 

• 1,000 Pakistani students will be sent to China for training in information technology and artificial intelligence 
at government expense. 

• Danish University, a new technology-focused public university, is expected to begin classes in Islamabad in 
2027. 

• 700,000 laptops have been distributed among talented students to date, according to the Prime Minister's 
remarks. 

• Rs1 billion has been earmarked over three years to support innovative youth ideas in the power sector 
under the new National Power Sector Innovation Programme. 

• A Skills Ambassador Programme was launched alongside the core employment policy. 
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• Danish Schools, first established during Shehbaz Sharif's tenure as Punjab chief minister, are being 
expanded nationally. 

• The Prime Minister described Pakistan's youth as the group that will determine what the country becomes 
by 2047, its centenary year. 

• A previous, smaller cohort of Pakistani students was sent to China for agriculture-focused education prior 
to this year's expanded IT/AI cohort. 

• Pakistan's population is estimated to be majority under-30, a demographic profile officials describe as both 
an opportunity and a governance challenge. 

• The ceremony was attended by ministers, parliamentarians, diplomats, teachers and students. 

• The policy explicitly references Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah's vision of Pakistan as a welfare state 
offering equal opportunity. 

• University admissions under the Danish University initiative are stated to be merit-based regardless of 
students' financial background. 

• The policy was announced in the same week that Pakistan marked its 79th Independence Day on August 
14. 

 

“Unless equality was not maintained among all the citizens, their real destination will be far off.” 

— Shehbaz Sharif, Prime Minister of Pakistan (August 12, 2026) 
 

“Pakistan was created by its elders in 1947, but the country's youth would determine what Pakistan becomes 
in 2047.” 

— Shehbaz Sharif, Prime Minister of Pakistan (August 12, 2026) 
 

“This disparity is the bottleneck which has stalled educational progress in Pakistan.” 

— Shehbaz Sharif, Prime Minister of Pakistan (August 12, 2026) 

 

Essay: Evaluate whether quota-based policy instruments, such as the 35 percent women's labour-force quota, 
are an effective mechanism for achieving inclusive economic growth in Pakistan. 

Current Affairs: Assess the significance of Pakistan's National Youth Employment Policy in addressing the 
country's demographic youth bulge. 

Pakistan Affairs: Discuss the constitutional and administrative challenges of implementing a federally 
announced youth policy given that education is a devolved provincial subject after the Eighteenth Amendment. 

Interview: How would you evaluate, in a policy interview setting, whether this initiative is likely to produce 
measurable employment outcomes within its first two years? 

 

 

Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Demographic 
dividend 

The economic growth potential arising from 
a large working-age population relative to 
dependents 

youth-driven growth 
potential 

Officials hope the new policy will help 
realise Pakistan's demographic dividend. 

Demographic 
bulge 

A disproportionately large cohort within a 
population's age structure, typically among 
the young 

youth surge Pakistan's youth bulge presents both 
opportunity and policy challenge. 

Need-blind 
admission 

An admissions policy that does not consider 
an applicant's financial background 

merit-only admission Danish University's admissions are 
described as need-blind. 
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Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Underemploymen 
t 

A situation in which workers are employed 
below their skill level or for fewer hours than 
desired 

partial employment 
mismatch 

Underemployment remains a persistent 
challenge among Pakistan's educated 
youth. 

Formal-sector 
employment 

Jobs that are officially registered, taxed and 
regulated, as opposed to informal work 

registered 
employment 

Much of Pakistan's youth workforce 
remains outside formal-sector 
employment. 

Skills mismatch A gap between the skills workers possess 
and those employers require 

training-job gap The AI/IT training pipeline aims to reduce 
Pakistan's skills mismatch. 

Entrepreneurship 
ecosystem 

The network of institutions, finance and 
support structures that enable new 
businesses to form and grow 

startup environment A functioning entrepreneurship 
ecosystem is essential for the startup 
quota to succeed. 

Human capital The economic value of a population's skills, 
education and health 

workforce capability Investment in education is central to 
building Pakistan's human capital. 

Devolution 
(Eighteenth 
Amendment) 

The 2010 constitutional transfer of subjects 
including education from federal to 
provincial control 

provincial power 
transfer 

Devolution under the Eighteenth 
Amendment complicates uniform federal 
youth policy implementation. 

Monitoring 
mechanism 

A system established to track the 
implementation and outcomes of a policy or 
programme 

tracking system Analysts have called for a transparent 
monitoring mechanism for the new 
policy. 

Welfare state A political system in which the state plays a 
key role in protecting and promoting 
citizens' economic and social wellbeing 

social-protection state The Prime Minister invoked the Quaid's 
vision of a welfare state. 

Capacity 
constraint 

A limitation in institutional or administrative 
ability to implement a plan effectively 

implementation limit Weak capacity constraints have 
hampered previous youth initiatives in 
Pakistan. 

 

 
MCQ 
What percentage quota for women in the labour force was announced under Pakistan's National Youth 
Employment Policy? 

(a) 25 percent (b) 30 percent (c) 35 percent (d) 40 percent 

Answer: 35 percent 
 

Pakistan Affairs Questions 
• Discuss the constitutional implications of the Eighteenth Amendment for implementing a federal youth 
employment and education policy. 

• Explain the significance of the Danish Schools and Danish University initiatives within Pakistan's broader 
education-reform efforts. 

• Critically assess whether Pakistan's National Youth Employment Policy adequately addresses structural 
barriers to female labour-force participation. 

Current Affairs Questions 
• Evaluate the role of international partnerships, such as the China-based AI/IT training programme, in 
Pakistan's youth skills strategy. 

• Discuss the relationship between Pakistan's demographic youth bulge and its economic growth prospects. 

• Assess the effectiveness of quota-based entrepreneurship policies in fostering inclusive economic growth. 

Short Question 
State the two headline quotas announced under Pakistan's National Youth Employment Policy. 

Analytical Question 
Analytically evaluate the risks of implementation failure for Pakistan's National Youth Employment Policy, 
drawing on the country's track record with previous youth-focused initiatives. 
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Essay Topic 
From Youth Bulge to Youth Dividend: Can Policy Alone Transform Pakistan's Demographic Challenge? 

 
 

Further In-Depth Study 
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40434586/first-youth-employment-policy-launched 

https://www.geo.tv/latest/677317-pm-shehbaz-launches-countrys-first-ever-national-youth-employment-policy 

https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2026/08/13/pm-unveils-landmark-national-youth-employment-policy-to-harness-young-talent 

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2623506/pm-shehbazvows-equal-education-opportunities-to-realise-quaid-e-azams-welfare-state-vision 

https://www.brecorder.com/news/40434586/first-youth-employment-policy-launched
https://www.geo.tv/latest/677317-pm-shehbaz-launches-countrys-first-ever-national-youth-employment-policy
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2026/08/13/pm-unveils-landmark-national-youth-employment-policy-to-harness-young-talent
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2623506/pm-shehbazvows-equal-education-opportunities-to-realise-quaid-e-azams-welfare-state-vision
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A. Executive Summary 

B. Key Arguments 

 
 

The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) used its biannual Monetary Policy Report, issued this week, to warn that 
domestic food prices could rise by more than currently expected over the coming months, attributing the risk not 
primarily to domestic mismanagement but to forces increasingly beyond Pakistan's control: energy, fertiliser and 
freight costs pushed upward by the ongoing regional war and the resulting disruption to Gulf gas supplies and 
Strait of Hormuz shipping. The report's core argument traces a transmission mechanism that Dawn's editorial 
board, among others, described as deserving urgent attention: rising international oil prices feed directly into 
fertiliser costs, which raise the cost of cultivation, while elevated freight costs raise the price of transporting food 
to market, so that a shock originating in global energy markets arrives, by the time it reaches Pakistani 
consumers, already compounded and difficult to trace back to its source. 

The SBP's report specifically flagged the risk that agricultural commodity prices could remain elevated through 
the first half of fiscal year 2026-27, citing both higher gas prices linked to the regional conflict and the possibility 
of El Nino conditions affecting harvests, a combination the bank described as capable of producing a 
greater-than-expected increase in global food inflation with direct pass-through effects on Pakistan. Officials 
noted that global food inflation, tracked through indices such as the World Bank's Food Price Index, has already 
been elevated, and that Pakistan, given its heavy reliance on imported fertiliser inputs and its exposure to 
climate-related agricultural risk including water shortages, is particularly vulnerable to these external shocks. 
The report also flagged that the International Monetary Fund had revised down its global growth projection for 
calendar year 2026, driven largely by weaker prospects in energy-importing economies, a category that includes 
Pakistan. 

The warning lands at a politically and socially sensitive moment: the SBP's own data cited in recent coverage 
estimates that some 46 percent of Pakistan's population continues to face hunger-like conditions, meaning 
further food-price increases would fall hardest on households already at the margin. It also complicates the 
government's broader economic narrative, coming in the same week as the launch of the National Youth 
Employment Policy and continued promotion of the Mecca defence pact, both intended to project confidence 
and forward momentum, while the SBP's own technical assessment underscores how exposed Pakistan's 
macroeconomic stability remains to a regional war it did not choose and cannot control, a tension CSS and PMS 
candidates should be prepared to analyse when weighing government economic messaging against 
independent central-bank assessments. 

 

• The State Bank of Pakistan's biannual Monetary Policy Report, issued this week, warned that domestic 
food prices could rise more than currently expected in the near term. 

• The SBP attributed the risk primarily to external forces: rising global energy, fertiliser and freight costs 
linked to the ongoing regional war rather than domestic mismanagement alone. 

• The report traced a transmission mechanism in which higher oil prices raise fertiliser costs, which raise 
cultivation costs, which ultimately raise food prices at market. 

• The SBP flagged that agricultural commodity prices could remain elevated through the first half of fiscal 
year 2026-27 due to higher gas prices and possible El Nino conditions. 

• Disruption to Gulf gas supplies and Strait of Hormuz shipping, tied to the wider US-Israel-Iran war, was 
cited as a direct driver of Pakistan's imported inflation risk. 

• The report noted that roughly 46 percent of Pakistan's population continues to face hunger-like conditions, 
underscoring the social stakes of further food-price increases. 

 
N-05 

State Bank Warns of Imported Food Inflation as Regional War 
Reshapes Pakistan's Price Outlook 
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• The SBP highlighted Pakistan's structural vulnerability to these shocks given its dependence on imported 
fertiliser inputs and exposure to water shortages and climate-related agricultural risk. 

• The IMF's downward revision of its 2026 global growth projection, driven by weaker prospects in 
energy-importing economies, was cited within the SBP's broader analysis. 

• The report also addressed technical aspects of monetary policy transmission, the bank's reaction function 
to supply-side inflation, and the growing use of open market operations. 

• Pakistan Bureau of Statistics data for the week ending August 6, 2026, showed a 20kg bag of wheat flour 
averaging Rs557.40 nationally, reflecting continued food-price pressure. 

• The SBP's warning arrived in the same week as short-term inflation readings showed continued upward 
pressure from food costs, alongside energy-related transport cost increases. 

• Editorial commentary described the SBP's warning as deserving urgent policy attention given the 
compounding nature of the inflation transmission mechanism it described. 

• The report highlighted climate-related risks, including evolving El Nino conditions and flood risk, as an 
additional macroeconomic vulnerability alongside imported inflation. 

• SBP's warning coincided with the government's parallel promotion of positive economic and foreign-policy 
narratives, creating a visible tension in the week's economic messaging. 

• The bank's report reflects its stated commitment to transparency in monetary policy decisions, aligning with 
its Monetary Policy Committee's reaction function framework. 

• Analysts note the SBP's warning underscores how exposed Pakistan's price stability remains to a regional 
conflict entirely outside its own policy control. 

 

 
Causes 

The immediate cause of the SBP's warning lies in the compounding effects of the ongoing US-Israel-Iran war, 
now in its sixth month, which has disrupted gas flows from the Gulf and elevated risk premiums on shipping 
through the Strait of Hormuz, pushing up global energy prices that feed directly into fertiliser costs and, from 
there, into the cost of food production and transport. Pakistan's particular exposure stems from structural 
features of its economy: heavy reliance on imported fertiliser and energy inputs, limited domestic gas production 
relative to demand, and an agricultural sector already under stress from water shortages and climate variability, 
meaning external shocks translate into domestic price pressure more directly than in economies with greater 
energy self-sufficiency. The possibility of El Nino conditions this cropping season adds a second, independent 
risk factor, since El Nino years have historically been associated with reduced rainfall and yield volatility in South 
Asia, compounding rather than merely coinciding with the geopolitically driven cost pressures the SBP identified. 

Implications 

For ordinary households, particularly the roughly 46 percent of the population already reported to be 
experiencing hunger-like conditions, further food-price increases threaten to deepen food insecurity at a scale 
with direct implications for public health and social stability. For monetary policy, the SBP faces a familiar 
dilemma in managing supply-side-driven inflation: raising interest rates does little to address externally driven 
cost-push pressures but risks slowing an already fragile growth recovery if applied too aggressively, while 
leaving rates unchanged risks allowing inflation expectations to become unanchored. For the federal 
government, the warning complicates the political messaging built around this week's other announcements, 
including the Youth Employment Policy and the Mecca defence pact, both intended to project confidence, since 
persistent food inflation remains one of the most immediate, tangible economic concerns for ordinary voters 
regardless of foreign-policy achievements. The warning also has fiscal implications, given that subsidy 
programmes aimed at cushioning food-price shocks place additional pressure on a budget already constrained 
by IMF-monitored fiscal consolidation targets. 

Challenges 

The central challenge is that the drivers of this inflation risk, principally the regional war's effect on global energy 
and shipping costs, lie almost entirely outside Pakistan's domestic policy control, limiting the effectiveness of 
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conventional monetary and fiscal tools. A second challenge is distributional: food-price increases 
disproportionately affect lower-income households, for whom food constitutes a larger share of total 
expenditure, meaning inflation that might appear moderate in aggregate terms can have severe welfare effects 
at the household level. A third challenge is coordination: effectively cushioning the impact of imported food 
inflation typically requires coordinated action across ministries responsible for agriculture, commerce, finance 
and social protection, coordination that has historically proven difficult to sustain in Pakistan's policy 
environment. A fourth challenge is credibility: repeated warnings of this kind, if not accompanied by visible 
mitigating action, risk eroding public and market confidence in the government's capacity to manage economic 
shocks. 

Opportunities 

The SBP's early warning, issued through a transparent, formally published Monetary Policy Report, offers 
policymakers a genuine opportunity to prepare targeted mitigation measures, including strategic fertiliser stock 
management and expedited wheat import planning, before price pressures fully materialise, rather than reacting 
after shortages emerge. The report's emphasis on structural vulnerabilities also creates an opening to 
accelerate longer-delayed reforms in domestic fertiliser production capacity and agricultural water-use 
efficiency, which would reduce Pakistan's exposure to future external shocks of this kind. The current period of 
elevated public attention to food security, reinforced by the SBP's warning, could be leveraged to build political 
consensus around targeted, means-tested social protection expansion, such as scaling up the Benazir Income 
Support Programme's food-linked components, rather than broad, fiscally costly universal subsidies. Finally, 
transparent central-bank communication of this kind, even when the underlying news is unwelcome, strengthens 
the SBP's institutional credibility as a source of independent economic assessment. 

Way Forward 

The government should coordinate closely with the SBP to develop a targeted food-security contingency plan 
ahead of the identified fiscal year 2026-27 risk window, prioritising strategic reserves of key staples such as 
wheat and fertiliser stocks procured before global prices rise further. Social protection mechanisms, including 
the Benazir Income Support Programme, should be reviewed for their capacity to expand food-linked support 
rapidly if price shocks materialise, with pre-identified triggers rather than delayed, reactive responses. 
Longer-term, continued investment in domestic fertiliser production capacity and water-efficient agricultural 
techniques would reduce structural exposure to imported input costs. Finally, the government should maintain 
consistent, transparent public communication that acknowledges the SBP's warning directly rather than allowing 
it to sit in tension with unrelated positive economic messaging, since credibility with the public depends on 
coherence across the government's own economic narrative. 

 

 

46% H1 FY27 Rs557.40 Feb 28 
Share of Pakistan's population 

reported facing hunger-like 

conditions 

Period through which SBP 

expects elevated agricultural 

commodity prices 

National average price of a 20kg 

bag of wheat flour, week ending 

Aug 6, 2026 

Date the regional war began, 

driving global energy price 

pressure 

• The SBP issued its biannual Monetary Policy Report on Monday of this week, covering developments since 
the January Monetary Policy Committee meeting. 

• The report warned that agricultural commodity prices could remain elevated through the first half of fiscal 
year 2026-27. 

• Roughly 46 percent of Pakistan's population is reported to continue facing hunger-like conditions, 
according to figures cited alongside the SBP's warning. 

• The Pakistan Bureau of Statistics recorded a national average wheat flour price of Rs557.40 per 20kg bag 
for the week ending August 6, 2026. 

• Basmati broken rice averaged Rs154.63 per kg nationally in the same week's Sensitive Price Indicator 
report. 

• Beef averaged Rs1,262.87 per kg and mutton Rs2,377.79 per kg in the week's SPI data. 
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• The SBP's report cited both higher gas prices and the possibility of El Nino conditions as compounding 
risks to the food-price outlook. 

• The IMF has revised downward its projection for global real GDP growth for calendar year 2026, driven by 
weaker energy-importing economies. 

• The report highlighted the transmission mechanism from global energy prices to fertiliser costs to 
food-production costs as central to Pakistan's inflation risk. 

• The regional war disrupting Gulf energy and shipping routes began on February 28, 2026. 

• Short-term inflation readings in early August showed food costs contributing to a 9 percent rise in near-term 
price indices. 

• The report was described editorially as deserving urgent attention given the compounding, externally driven 
nature of the inflation risk. 

• The SBP report also addressed the growing size of open market operations and their implications for 
monetary policy transmission. 

• World Bank Commodity Price Data (the Pink Sheet) for July 2026 was referenced in assessing global food 
inflation trends relevant to Pakistan's exposure. 

• The report noted climate-related risks, including evolving El Nino conditions and flood risk, as an additional 
macroeconomic vulnerability. 

• Pakistan's heavy reliance on imported fertiliser inputs was identified as a specific structural vulnerability 
underlying the inflation risk. 

 

“Evolving geopolitical developments in the Middle East could push up global energy and other commodity 
prices beyond assumed levels, thereby affecting the macroeconomic outlook.” 

— State Bank of Pakistan, Biannual Monetary Policy Report (August 10, 2026) 
 

“The State Bank's warning that domestic food prices could rise more than expected in the near term 
deserves urgent attention.” 

— Dawn Editorial Board, Editorial commentary (August 13, 2026) 

 

Essay: Assess the effectiveness of monetary policy tools in addressing supply-side, externally driven inflation of 
the kind described in the SBP's latest Monetary Policy Report. 

Current Affairs: Analyse the transmission mechanism through which the regional war has affected Pakistan's 
domestic food-price outlook. 

Pakistan Affairs: Discuss the structural vulnerabilities in Pakistan's agricultural and energy sectors that make 
the economy particularly exposed to imported inflation shocks. 

Interview: How would you explain to a policymaker the difference between demand-driven and supply-driven 
inflation, and why this distinction matters for Pakistan's current food-price risk? 

 

 

Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Imported inflation Price increases in a domestic economy 
caused by rising costs of imported goods or 
inputs 

externally driven 
inflation 

Pakistan is highly exposed to imported 
inflation through its fertiliser and energy 
imports. 

Cost-push 
inflation 

Inflation caused by rising production costs 
rather than rising demand 

supply-driven inflation The SBP's warning describes a classic 
case of cost-push inflation. 
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Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Transmission 
mechanism 

The channel through which an economic 
shock or policy change affects other 
variables in the economy 

pass-through channel The SBP traced a clear transmission 
mechanism from energy prices to food 
costs. 

Monetary Policy 
Committee 

The body within a central bank responsible 
for setting interest rates and monetary 
policy 

MPC The SBP's Monetary Policy Committee 
reviews inflation data before each rate 
decision. 

Fiscal 
consolidation 

Government policy aimed at reducing 
budget deficits and public debt 

deficit reduction Subsidy expansion would conflict with 
Pakistan's ongoing fiscal consolidation 
targets. 

Food insecurity A lack of reliable access to sufficient, 
affordable and nutritious food 

food deprivation Rising prices threaten to deepen food 
insecurity for vulnerable households. 

Open market 
operations 

Central bank transactions in financial 
markets used to manage liquidity and 
interest rates 

OMOs The SBP report discussed the growing 
scale of its open market operations. 

El Nino A climate pattern associated with warming 
ocean temperatures that can disrupt rainfall 
and agricultural yields 

climatic anomaly El Nino conditions could further strain 
Pakistan's agricultural output. 

Means-tested A form of targeting support based on an 
assessment of an individual's or 
household's financial need 

needs-based 
targeting 

Analysts recommend means-tested 
rather than universal food subsidies. 

Strategic 
reserves 

Stockpiles of essential goods maintained to 
buffer against future shortages or price 
shocks 

buffer stocks Building strategic wheat reserves could 
cushion future price shocks. 

Price 
pass-through 

The extent to which a change in input costs 
is reflected in final consumer prices 

cost transfer High price pass-through means 
consumers quickly feel global cost 
increases. 

Macroeconomic 
stability 

A state of low inflation, sustainable growth 
and manageable fiscal and external 
balances 

economic steadiness The regional war poses a direct risk to 
Pakistan's macroeconomic stability. 

 

 
MCQ 
According to the SBP's biannual Monetary Policy Report, through which period could agricultural commodity 
prices remain elevated? 

(a) Q4 FY26 only (b) First half of FY 2026-27 (c) Full calendar year 2026 (d) Second half of FY 2025-26 

Answer: First half of FY 2026-27 
 

Pakistan Affairs Questions 
• Explain the structural factors that make Pakistan's economy particularly vulnerable to imported food 
inflation. 

• Discuss the role of the State Bank of Pakistan's Monetary Policy Committee in managing supply-side 
inflation risks. 

• Critically evaluate the adequacy of Pakistan's current social-protection mechanisms in cushioning 
vulnerable households from food-price shocks. 

Current Affairs Questions 
• Analyse how the ongoing regional war has affected global energy markets and, in turn, Pakistan's domestic 
inflation outlook. 

• Discuss the relationship between El Nino climate risk and food-price volatility in South Asia. 

• Evaluate the IMF's downward revision of global growth projections and its implications for energy-importing 
economies such as Pakistan. 

Short Question 
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Identify the two principal external risk factors the SBP cited for elevated agricultural commodity prices. 

Analytical Question 

Analytically assess the policy tools available to Pakistan's government and central bank to mitigate the impact of 
externally driven food inflation on vulnerable households. 

Essay Topic 
When Inflation Comes From Abroad: Pakistan's Food Security in an Age of Regional Conflict 

 
 

Further In-Depth Study 
https://www.dawn.com/news/2022481/food-costs 

https://paktribune.com/sbp-warns-of-global-food-inflation-risk/ 

https://www.dawn.com/news/2022040/sbp-warns-of-price-spirals 

https://www.dawn.com/news/2022268 

https://www.dawn.com/news/2022481/food-costs
https://paktribune.com/sbp-warns-of-global-food-inflation-risk/
https://www.dawn.com/news/2022040/sbp-warns-of-price-spirals
https://www.dawn.com/news/2022268
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B. Key Arguments 

 
 

Pakistan came within hours of a nationwide shutdown of petrol pumps this week before the federal 
government's Economic Coordination Committee (ECC), convened in an emergency session on the 
Independence Day public holiday, approved a 15.5 percent increase in dealers' margins on petrol and 
high-speed diesel, prompting the Pakistan Petroleum Dealers Association (PPDA) to call off a strike that had 
been due to begin at 6am on August 15. The decision raises the margin dealers earn on every litre sold from 
Rs8.64 to Rs9.98, an increase of Rs1.34 per litre, effective September 1, a change that will be reflected in retail 
fuel prices once implemented. 

The dispute had been building for weeks. The PPDA had originally demanded that its fixed per-litre margin be 
replaced entirely with a margin equivalent to 8 percent of the retail price of petrol and diesel, a structural change 
dealers argued was necessary to keep pace with rising operating costs, including electricity bills and franchise 
fees, and to protect their earnings from erosion as pump prices fluctuated under the government's daily 
petroleum pricing mechanism. Petroleum Minister Ali Pervaiz Malik had held talks with dealer representatives 
and the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) as early as July 22, but negotiations stalled, in part because 
dealers also sought to delink the previously approved Rs1.34 per litre increase, agreed in December 2025, from 
a digitisation drive whose implementation dealers argued was properly the responsibility of oil marketing 
companies (OMCs) rather than individual pump operators. When talks broke down on Thursday, the PPDA 
issued a 72-hour ultimatum, and only Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb's decision to convene an 
emergency ECC session, despite the public holiday, averted the threatened shutdown. 

Beyond its immediate resolution, the episode illustrates recurring features of Pakistan's fuel-sector governance: 
a retail distribution network whose profitability is tightly regulated by the state even as retail prices move daily 
with international benchmarks, a pattern of last-minute crisis bargaining rather than sustained structural 
negotiation, and a willingness on the government's part to accommodate an organised, economically strategic 
constituency capable of disrupting daily life nationwide. With a joint committee now formed to examine the 
dealers' broader 8 percent demand within 30 days, and separate work under way on a petrol-pump digitisation 
deadline of March 23, 2027, and a review of the OMC quota system, the underlying tensions between dealers, 
OMCs and the regulator remain unresolved even as this week's immediate crisis passed, a dynamic worth 
tracking for CSS/PMS candidates studying Pakistan's energy-sector regulatory economy. 

 

• The ECC approved a 15.5 percent increase in petroleum dealers' margins on petrol and high-speed diesel, 
raising the margin from Rs8.64 to Rs9.98 per litre, effective September 1, 2026. 

• The Pakistan Petroleum Dealers Association (PPDA) called off a nationwide strike that had been 
scheduled to begin at 6am on August 15 following the ECC's decision. 

• The ECC session was convened as an emergency meeting on the Independence Day public holiday, 
chaired virtually by Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb. 

• Dealers had originally demanded an 8 percent margin based on the retail price of petrol and diesel, rather 
than a fixed per-litre amount. 

• Petroleum Minister Ali Pervaiz Malik held talks with dealer representatives and OGRA officials on July 22, 
but the dispute remained unresolved through early August. 

• Dealers sought to delink a previously approved Rs1.34 per litre increase, agreed in December 2025, from 
the sector's ongoing digitisation drive. 

 
N-06 

Government Averts Nationwide Fuel Strike With Emergency 
Margin Hike for Petrol Dealers 
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• The PPDA issued a 72-hour ultimatum after talks broke down on Thursday, warning of an indefinite 
nationwide shutdown from Saturday morning. 

• A joint committee has been formed to examine the dealers' broader 8 percent margin demand and submit 
recommendations within 30 days. 

• The government has set a target of digitising all petrol pumps nationwide by March 23, 2027. 

• Dealers cited rising operating costs, including electricity bills and franchise fees, as justification for their 
margin demand. 

• The All Pakistan Petrol Pumps Owners Association (APPPOA) separately thanked the Prime Minister and 
petroleum minister for the margin increase. 

• Analysts and commentators criticised the timing of the emergency ECC meeting, noting the Petroleum 
Division had submitted its proposal as early as August 7. 

• The government ruled out withdrawing its daily petroleum pricing mechanism, under which prices are 
revised based on prevailing international market conditions. 

• PPDA Chairman Malik Khuda Bakhsh said the strike was postponed on the basis of government 
assurances communicated through the petroleum minister. 

• A separate committee is being formed to examine the quota system imposed on dealers by oil marketing 
companies. 

• The episode highlights recurring dynamics of last-minute crisis bargaining in Pakistan's regulated fuel-retail 
sector. 

 

 
Causes 

The immediate trigger for the standoff was the dealers' frustration that a previously agreed Rs1.34 per litre 
margin increase, approved in December 2025, remained tied to conditions around digitisation that dealers 
argued were not fully within their control, since implementation responsibility rested substantially with oil 
marketing companies rather than individual pump operators. The deeper cause lies in the structural economics 
of Pakistan's fuel retail sector, where dealers' margins are fixed administratively by the government rather than 
set by market competition, leaving dealers dependent on periodic government revisions to keep pace with 
inflation in their operating costs, including electricity, staffing and franchise fees, even as the retail price of fuel 
itself moves daily under the government's benchmark-linked pricing mechanism. The government's slow initial 
response, despite the Petroleum Division reportedly submitting its revised-margin summary as early as August 
7, reflects a broader pattern in which structural sectoral disputes are addressed only once a credible threat of 
nationwide disruption, in this case a strike affecting fuel access for the entire country, forces urgent action. 

Implications 

The margin increase will raise retail petrol and diesel prices proportionately once implemented from September 
1, adding a fresh inflationary pressure at a moment when the State Bank has separately warned of elevated 
food-price risk, discussed elsewhere in this issue, compounding cost-of-living pressure on ordinary consumers. 
For the government, averting the strike protects a critical piece of everyday economic infrastructure, since a 
nationwide fuel-pump shutdown would have disrupted transport, agriculture and industry within days, but the 
manner of resolution, an emergency session called only after a public ultimatum, reinforces a governance 
pattern critics describe as reactive crisis management rather than proactive sectoral planning. For the PPDA 
and dealers nationwide, the outcome represents a partial win, securing an immediate margin increase while 
leaving their more ambitious 8 percent demand pending before a new joint committee, meaning the underlying 
dispute has been deferred rather than resolved. The episode also reinforces the political leverage that 
organised, economically strategic groups can exert over government decision-making through the credible 
threat of disruptive collective action. 

Challenges 

The central challenge going forward is whether the newly formed joint committee can produce a durable 
resolution to the 8 percent margin demand within its 30-day mandate, given that a shift from a fixed per-litre 
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margin to a percentage-of-retail-price structure would fundamentally change how dealer earnings respond to 
fuel-price volatility, a change OMCs and the government have so far resisted. A second challenge is sustaining 
the digitisation drive's momentum, since dealers' insistence on delinking earlier margin increases from 
digitisation compliance risks weakening incentives for the sector-wide transparency reforms digitisation is meant 
to deliver. A third challenge is managing the inflationary knock-on effects of the margin increase, which arrives 
at a politically sensitive moment given the SBP's parallel warning on food-price risk. A fourth challenge is 
preventing this episode from establishing a template in which strike threats, rather than structured negotiation, 
become the default mechanism for resolving sectoral disputes in Pakistan's regulated energy retail sector. 

Opportunities 

The formation of a joint committee to examine the 8 percent margin demand offers an opportunity to move 
toward a more durable, formula-based approach to setting dealer margins, potentially reducing the recurrence of 
ad hoc, crisis-driven negotiations in future years. The parallel push to complete pump-level digitisation by March 
2027 offers an opportunity to improve transparency in fuel sales reporting, with potential benefits for tax 
compliance and reducing under-the-counter pricing practices that have periodically affected the sector. 
Resolving the OMC quota system review could also improve supply predictability for dealers, addressing a 
longstanding source of sectoral friction distinct from the margin dispute itself. More broadly, the episode offers 
the government an opportunity to institutionalise earlier, structured engagement with strategically positioned 
economic constituencies, reducing reliance on emergency interventions. 

Way Forward 

The joint committee reviewing the 8 percent margin demand should complete its assessment within the stated 
30-day window and publish its methodology and findings transparently, to build confidence that the process was 
not merely a device to defer, rather than resolve, dealer grievances. The government should consider adopting 
a transparent, rules-based formula linking dealer margins to a defined basket of operating-cost indicators, 
reviewed on a fixed periodic schedule, to reduce the recurrence of crisis-driven, ad hoc negotiations. Digitisation 
targets should proceed on their own defined timeline, with clear allocation of responsibility between OMCs and 
dealers, rather than being informally renegotiated each time a margin dispute arises. Finally, given the 
demonstrated inflationary sensitivity of fuel-price and margin decisions, the government should coordinate its 
energy-sector pricing decisions more closely with the SBP's broader inflation-management framework to avoid 
compounding cost-of-living pressures on consumers. 

 

 

Rs9.98 Rs1.34 15.5% 30 days 
New dealer margin per litre, 

effective September 1, 2026 

Per-litre increase approved by 

the ECC 

Percentage increase in dealers' 

margins approved 

Timeframe for the joint 

committee to review the 8% 

demand 

• The ECC approved a Rs1.34 per litre increase in dealers' margins, raising the total from Rs8.64 to Rs9.98 
per litre. 

• The increase represents a 15.5 percent rise in dealers' margins on petrol and high-speed diesel. 

• The new margin takes effect from September 1, 2026. 

• The PPDA had originally demanded a margin equivalent to 8 percent of the retail price of petrol and diesel. 

• The strike was scheduled to begin at 6am on August 15, 2026, before being called off. 

• The PPDA had issued a 72-hour ultimatum earlier in the week after talks broke down on Thursday. 

• Petroleum Minister Ali Pervaiz Malik held talks with dealer representatives and OGRA on July 22, 2026. 

• A previously approved Rs1.34 per litre increase from December 2025 had been linked to the sector's 
digitisation drive. 

• The government has set a target of digitising all petrol pumps nationwide by March 23, 2027. 

• A joint committee has been given 30 days to examine the dealers' broader 8 percent margin demand. 
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• A separate committee will examine the quota system imposed on dealers by oil marketing companies. 

• Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb chaired the emergency ECC meeting virtually. 

• Finance Secretary Imdadullah Bosal attended the ECC meeting in person. 

• The Petroleum Division had reportedly submitted its revised-margin proposal to the ECC as early as 
August 7, 2026. 

• The All Pakistan Petrol Pumps Owners Association (APPPOA) publicly thanked the Prime Minister for 
approving the increase. 

• PPDA Vice Chairman Tariq Hassan said the margin should ideally have risen by 4 to 5 percent based on 
inflation trends alone. 

 

“Based on the government's assurances, we have postponed Saturday's planned strike.” 

— Malik Khuda Bakhsh, Chairman, Pakistan Petroleum Dealers Association (August 14, 2026) 
 

“The margin should ideally have been increased by 4 to 5 percent in view of inflation.” 

— Tariq Hassan, Vice Chairman, Pakistan Petroleum Dealers Association (August 15, 2026) 
 

“The government had fulfilled a long-standing demand of the association.” 

— Nauman Butt, Vice Chairman, All Pakistan Petrol Pumps Owners Association (August 14, 2026) 

 

Essay: Evaluate whether Pakistan's practice of administratively fixing petroleum dealers' margins, rather than 
allowing market-based price competition, serves the interests of consumers and the broader economy. 

Current Affairs: Assess the effectiveness of Pakistan's crisis-driven bargaining model, as illustrated by this 
week's petrol dealers' strike threat, in resolving sectoral economic disputes. 

Pakistan Affairs: Discuss the institutional role of the Economic Coordination Committee in Pakistan's economic 
decision-making process, using this week's emergency session as a case study. 

Interview: How would you advise a policymaker seeking to prevent recurring strike threats in regulated sectors 
like fuel retail from becoming a routine bargaining tactic? 

 

 

Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Dealer margin The fixed profit per unit sold that a retailer is 
permitted to earn under a regulated pricing 
system 

retail margin Petroleum dealers' margins are set 
administratively rather than by market 
competition. 

Economic 
Coordination 
Committee 

A cabinet-level body in Pakistan 
responsible for key economic policy 
decisions 

ECC The ECC approved the emergency 
margin increase to avert a fuel strike. 

Digitisation drive A coordinated effort to convert manual or 
paper-based processes into digital systems 

digital transition 
initiative 

The petroleum sector's digitisation drive 
aims to improve sales transparency. 

Oil marketing 
company (OMC) 

A company licensed to import, store and 
distribute petroleum products to retail 
outlets 

fuel distribution 
company 

Dealers argued OMCs bore primary 
responsibility for digitisation compliance. 

Ultimatum A final demand or statement of terms, the 
rejection of which will result in a stated 
consequence 

final warning The PPDA issued a 72-hour ultimatum 
before its planned strike. 

Regulated pricing 
mechanism 

A system in which prices are set or adjusted 
according to government-defined rules 
rather than free market forces alone 

administered pricing 
system 

Pakistan's daily fuel pricing mechanism 
is a regulated pricing mechanism linked 
to international benchmarks. 
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Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Quota system A system allocating fixed shares or amounts 
of a good among distributors 

allocation system Dealers have long complained about the 
OMC quota system limiting their supply. 

Sectoral 
bargaining 

Negotiation between government and an 
organised  industry  group  over 
sector-specific terms 

industry-level 
negotiation 

This week's episode reflects a pattern of 
reactive sectoral bargaining in Pakistan's 
fuel sector. 

Pass-through 
pricing 

A pricing approach in which cost changes 
are passed directly to consumers 

cost pass-through The margin hike will be reflected through 
pass-through pricing at the pump. 

Franchise fee A recurring payment made by a franchisee 
to a franchisor for the right to operate under 
its brand 

licensing fee Dealers cited rising franchise fees as a 
justification for their margin demand. 

Crisis bargaining Negotiation conducted under the pressure 
of an imminent disruptive event 

brinkmanship 
negotiation 

Critics described the ECC's emergency 
session as a case of crisis bargaining. 

Benchmark-linke 
d pricing 

A pricing system tied to a reference 
international market indicator 

indexed pricing Pakistan's fuel prices are adjusted daily 
under a benchmark-linked pricing 
system. 

 

 
MCQ 
What was the new petroleum dealers' margin per litre approved by the ECC, effective September 1, 2026? 

(a) Rs8.64 (b) Rs9.98 (c) Rs10.34 (d) Rs11.00 

Answer: Rs9.98 
 

Pakistan Affairs Questions 
• Explain the role of the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) in resolving sectoral economic disputes in 
Pakistan, using the 2026 petroleum dealers' strike threat as an example. 

• Discuss the structural features of Pakistan's regulated fuel-retail pricing system and their implications for 
dealer profitability. 

• Critically assess the government's handling of the petroleum dealers' dispute, evaluating whether earlier 
engagement could have averted the strike threat. 

Current Affairs Questions 
• Analyse the inflationary implications of the petroleum dealers' margin increase in the context of Pakistan's 
broader food and energy price outlook. 

• Discuss the role of organised interest groups, such as the PPDA, in shaping Pakistan's economic policy 
decisions. 

• Evaluate the progress and challenges of Pakistan's petroleum sector digitisation drive. 

Short Question 
State the percentage increase in petroleum dealers' margins approved by the ECC this week. 

Analytical Question 
Analytically assess whether Pakistan's current model of resolving sectoral disputes through emergency, 
crisis-driven negotiation serves the long-term interests of consumers and the economy. 

Essay Topic 
Governing by Ultimatum: What the Petrol Dealers' Standoff Reveals About Pakistan's Economic Policymaking 

 
 

Further In-Depth Study 
https://www.dawn.com/news/2022943/govt-raises-petroleum-dealers-margin-to-rs998-per-litre 

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2623987/petrol-strike-averted-as-govt-gives-in-to-dealers 

https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2026/08/14/petrol-pump-dealers-call-off-nationwide-strike-as-govt-approves-dealers-margin-hike 

https://www.dawn.com/news/2022943/govt-raises-petroleum-dealers-margin-to-rs998-per-litre
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2623987/petrol-strike-averted-as-govt-gives-in-to-dealers
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2026/08/14/petrol-pump-dealers-call-off-nationwide-strike-as-govt-approves-dealers-margin-hike
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https://thepenpk.com/petrol-dealers-pressure-works-as-ecc-approves-margin-increase/
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As Pakistan marked its 79th Independence Day this week, Balochistan once again illustrated the gap between 
national celebration and provincial insecurity, recording a cluster of violent incidents that underscored the 
province's persistent, low-intensity insurgency. Late on Wednesday night, unidentified armed men blew up a 
main gas pipeline in the Bolan riverbed area of Kachhi district, near the KMP-246 Valve Assembly, planting 
explosives beneath the 18-inch-diameter Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC) line and detonating them with a 
remote-controlled device, severing gas supply to a large number of consumers across Quetta and upper 
Balochistan as a precautionary suspension took effect. Two days later, on Friday, a bomb targeted a Frontier 
Corps (FC) vehicle deployed on Turbat Main Road as part of heightened security measures for Independence 
Day, injuring five people near Shaheed Fida Chowk before security personnel cordoned off the area and opened 
fire in response. The same day, in a separate and apparently unrelated incident, unidentified gunmen shot dead 
two motorcyclists, identified as Ehsanullah and Muhammad Younis, as they travelled from Sanjavi to Quetta in 
Ziarat district. 

None of the three incidents had been claimed by any group as of this week, a pattern consistent with much of 
the low-level violence that has become almost routine in Balochistan even as more organised militant groups, 
most prominently the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA), periodically claim larger, more coordinated attacks 
such as the pipeline sabotage that has recurred with troubling regularity in recent months, following similar 
strikes in March near Harnai's Western Bypass and earlier incidents in Dera Bugti and Sohbatpur districts. 
Security officials and Sui Southern Gas Company confirmed the Kachhi blast disrupted supply to Quetta and 
surrounding districts, adding to a pattern in which critical energy infrastructure across the province has become 
a recurring target, both disrupting daily life for residents and imposing repeated economic costs on the national 
gas distribution network. 

The timing of this week's violence, clustered around Pakistan's most prominent national holiday and coinciding 
with heightened security deployments explicitly intended to prevent such incidents, illustrates the limits of 
current counter-militancy posture in the province even as the federal and Balochistan governments continue to 
project confidence about ongoing operations against militant networks. For CSS and PMS candidates, the 
episode is a reminder that Balochistan's insurgency, now spanning more than two decades in its current phase, 
continues to combine ethno-nationalist grievance, contested resource distribution, and a fragmented militant 
landscape in ways that resist purely military solutions, even as the province's strategic importance, heightened 
by CPEC infrastructure and the Gwadar port, keeps it central to Pakistan's broader security and development 
calculus. 

 

• Unidentified armed men blew up a main SSGC gas pipeline in the Bolan riverbed area of Kachhi district 
late on Wednesday night, disrupting gas supply to Quetta and upper Balochistan. 

• The pipeline attack targeted an 18-inch-diameter line at the KMP-246 Valve Assembly, using explosives 
detonated by a remote-controlled device. 

• A bomb targeted a Frontier Corps vehicle on Turbat Main Road on Friday, injuring five people during 
heightened Independence Day security deployment. 

• Two motorcyclists, Ehsanullah and Muhammad Younis, were shot dead by unidentified gunmen in Ziarat 
district on the same day, in an apparently separate incident. 

• None of the three incidents had been claimed by any militant group as of this week's reporting. 

 
N-07 

Balochistan's Independence Day Overshadowed by Pipeline 
Sabotage and Renewed Violence 
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• The Kachhi pipeline attack follows a pattern of recurring strikes on Balochistan's gas infrastructure, 
including earlier attacks in March near Harnai and in Dera Bugti and Sohbatpur districts. 

• Sui Southern Gas Company confirmed the suspension of gas supply as a precautionary measure following 
the Kachhi blast. 

• The Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) has claimed responsibility for a number of prior, larger-scale 
attacks in the province, including on railway and security targets. 

• The violence occurred despite heightened security measures explicitly deployed across Balochistan for 
Independence Day observances. 

• The Turbat blast occurred near Shaheed Fida Chowk, prompting security forces to cordon off the area and 
restrict traffic and pedestrian movement. 

• Balochistan's insurgency, in its current phase, has persisted for more than two decades, combining 
ethno-nationalist grievance with contested resource distribution. 

• The province's strategic importance has grown with CPEC-linked infrastructure development and the 
operation of Gwadar port. 

• Repeated attacks on gas pipelines impose recurring economic costs on Pakistan's national energy 
distribution network beyond the immediate disruption to local consumers. 

• Provincial and federal authorities continue to project confidence in ongoing counter-militancy operations 
even as such incidents recur. 

• The clustering of multiple violent incidents around a single week illustrates the persistence of low-intensity 
conflict even during periods of heightened security posture. 

• Balochistan's security situation continues to draw attention from international human rights organisations 
concerned about the province's civilian toll. 

 

 
Causes 

Balochistan's persistent insurgency draws on a combination of long-standing grievances, including perceptions 
of inequitable distribution of the province's natural-resource wealth, limited political representation, and a 
historically heavy security-force presence that many Baloch nationalist groups view as an occupying rather than 
protective force. The specific targeting of gas infrastructure reflects a tactical logic used repeatedly by militant 
groups: pipeline sabotage disrupts daily life and imposes economic costs while carrying comparatively low 
operational risk relative to direct confrontation with security forces, since remote-controlled devices allow 
attackers to strike without close-quarters engagement. The clustering of attacks around Independence Day, a 
period of heightened security visibility including FC deployment specifically intended to secure the observance, 
may reflect an intent by perpetrators to demonstrate that increased security presence does not guarantee 
protection, a symbolic message layered atop the attacks' immediate tactical objectives. The absence of claims 
of responsibility across all three incidents this week is itself notable, distinguishing them from more organised, 
publicly claimed BLA operations and suggesting a mix of possible perpetrators, from organised militant cells to 
localised criminal or tribal violence. 

Implications 

For residents of Quetta and upper Balochistan, the pipeline attack means renewed disruption to household and 
commercial gas supply during a season when demand patterns and daily life depend heavily on reliable energy 
access, compounding an already difficult cost-of-living environment. For national energy security, repeated 
attacks on the same category of infrastructure across multiple districts over successive months suggest that 
current protective measures for critical energy assets remain insufficient, with implications for SSGC's 
operational costs and for broader confidence in Balochistan's investment climate. For the FC and broader 
security apparatus, the Turbat attack targeting a vehicle deployed specifically for Independence Day security 
duties represents a direct challenge to the deterrent value of heightened deployments, potentially prompting a 
reassessment of force-protection measures. Politically, the incidents complicate the federal government's efforts 
to project a narrative of stability and strategic achievement this week, coming alongside more celebratory 
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national coverage of the Mecca defence pact and Independence Day messaging discussed elsewhere in this 
issue. 

Challenges 

A central and long-standing challenge is that Balochistan's insurgency has proven resistant to purely 
security-focused responses over more than two decades, suggesting that military and paramilitary operations 
alone are unlikely to produce a durable resolution absent parallel progress on political inclusion and economic 
development. Protecting geographically dispersed energy infrastructure, including pipelines running through 
remote and difficult terrain such as the Bolan riverbed, presents an inherent challenge given the practical 
impossibility of continuously guarding every vulnerable section of the network. A further challenge lies in 
attribution: the absence of claims for this week's incidents complicates both accountability and the design of 
targeted responses, since different perpetrator profiles, from organised separatist groups to local criminal actors, 
may require different policy responses. Balancing robust security operations with the human-rights concerns 
repeatedly raised by domestic and international observers regarding Balochistan's civilian toll remains an 
additional and persistent challenge for provincial and federal authorities alike. 

Opportunities 

The recurring pattern of pipeline attacks offers an opportunity to invest in more resilient, better-monitored energy 
infrastructure, including remote sensing and rapid-response repair capacity that could reduce both the duration 
and economic impact of future disruptions. Balochistan's central role in CPEC and Gwadar's development 
creates an economic incentive, shared by both the federal government and China as CPEC's principal external 
partner, to strengthen security and development cooperation in ways that address some of the province's 
underlying grievances rather than treating security and development as separate tracks. The clustering of 
incidents around Independence Day, while troubling, also offers an opportunity for renewed public and policy 
attention to Balochistan's security situation at a moment when national attention is otherwise engaged, 
potentially building momentum for a more sustained, better-resourced response. Strengthening local community 
engagement and intelligence-sharing mechanisms, building on established counter-terrorism department 
practices, offers a further avenue to complement conventional security deployments. 

Way Forward 

Security agencies should prioritise investment in infrastructure-protection technology, including remote 
monitoring and rapid-response repair teams, for the specific pipeline corridors that have been repeatedly 
targeted, reducing both the frequency and duration of disruptions. Federal and provincial authorities should 
pursue a genuinely dual-track approach that pairs continued, intelligence-led counter-militancy operations with 
accelerated, transparent investment in Balochistan's health, education and local-employment infrastructure, 
addressing grievances that sustain recruitment into militant networks. A transparent, independently reviewed 
accounting of civilian casualties and security-force conduct in Balochistan would help address the human-rights 
concerns that continue to complicate the province's security narrative both domestically and internationally. 
Finally, given the province's centrality to CPEC, coordination between Pakistani security agencies and 
Chinese-funded project security arrangements should be reviewed periodically to ensure protective measures 
keep pace with the evolving threat picture. 

 

 

18-inch 5 2 79 
Diameter of the SSGC pipeline 

destroyed in the Kachhi blast 

People injured in the Turbat FC 

vehicle blast 

Motorcyclists killed in the 

separate Ziarat shooting 

Years of Pakistani 

independence marked the same 

week 

• The Kachhi district pipeline blast occurred late Wednesday night in the Bolan riverbed area near Gorkat, 
roughly 700-800 metres from the main Quetta-Sibi Road. 

• The destroyed pipeline was an 18-inch-diameter SSGC line at the KMP-246 Valve Assembly. 

• Gas supply was suspended as a precautionary measure across a large number of consumers in Quetta 
and upper Balochistan. 
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• The Turbat FC vehicle blast occurred around 11am on Friday near Shaheed Fida Chowk on Turbat Main 
Road. 

• Five people were injured in the Turbat blast, with the injured shifted to Teaching Hospital Turbat for 
treatment. 

• Two motorcyclists, Ehsanullah and Muhammad Younis, residents of Sanjavi, were shot dead while 
travelling to Quetta. 

• No group had claimed responsibility for any of the three incidents as of this week's reporting. 

• A similar gas pipeline attack occurred in March near Harnai's Western Bypass area, disrupting supply to 
Quetta and upper Balochistan. 

• Additional pipeline attacks were reported earlier this year in Dera Bugti and Sohbatpur districts of 
Balochistan. 

• Balochistan's current insurgency phase has persisted for more than two decades, according to security 
analysts. 

• The Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) has claimed responsibility for a number of larger, more organised 
attacks in the province in recent years. 

• Heavy security deployment was in place across Balochistan specifically for Independence Day 
observances this week. 

• Balochistan hosts Gwadar port, a central node in the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). 

• Repeated attacks on gas infrastructure have raised concerns among energy-sector officials over the 
security of critical installations province-wide. 

• Security forces cordoned off the Turbat blast site and restricted traffic and pedestrian movement during the 
ensuing investigation. 

• Balochistan Levies, Counter Terrorism Department and provincial police jointly form part of the province's 
layered security apparatus. 

 

“A big portion of the gas pipeline was destroyed by the blast.” 

— SSGC spokesperson, Sui Southern Gas Company (August 2026) 
 

“No group has so far claimed responsibility for the attack.” 

— Police official, Balochistan Police (August 14, 2026) 

 

Essay: Critically assess whether Pakistan's approach to Balochistan's insurgency has struck an appropriate 
balance between security operations and addressing underlying political and economic grievances. 

Current Affairs: Discuss the strategic significance of recurring attacks on Balochistan's gas infrastructure for 
Pakistan's national energy security. 

Pakistan Affairs: Examine the historical roots of the Balochistan insurgency and evaluate the effectiveness of 
successive governments' responses to it. 

Interview: How would you brief a foreign delegation on why Balochistan remains a persistent security concern 
despite its strategic importance to CPEC? 
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Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Insurgency An organised rebellion against a recognised 
government, typically using guerrilla tactics 

armed uprising Balochistan's insurgency has persisted in 
its current phase for over two decades. 

Sabotage Deliberate destruction or disruption of 
infrastructure or operations 

deliberate disruption The pipeline blast was an act of 
sabotage targeting critical energy 
infrastructure. 

Ethno-nationalist 
grievance 

A political grievance rooted in the perceived 
marginalisation of a specific ethnic or 
national group 

identity-based 
grievance 

Baloch ethno-nationalist grievance 
predates the current phase of 
insurgency. 

Critical 
infrastructure 

Systems and assets essential to a country's 
functioning, such as energy or water 
networks 

essential 
infrastructure 

Gas pipelines are considered critical 
infrastructure vulnerable to sabotage. 

Low-intensity 
conflict 

Sustained but limited-scale armed conflict, 
often involving irregular tactics 

limited-scale conflict Balochistan's security situation is often 
described as a low-intensity conflict. 

Force protection Measures taken to secure military or 
security personnel and assets from attack 

security safeguarding The Turbat attack raised questions about 
force protection during Independence 
Day deployments. 

Attribution 
(security) 

The process of identifying the perpetrator 
responsible for an attack 

perpetrator 
identification 

Attribution remained unresolved for all 
three incidents this week. 

Resource 
distribution 

The allocation of revenue or benefits 
derived from natural resources among 
stakeholders 

revenue-sharing Disputes over resource distribution are a 
longstanding driver of Baloch grievance. 

Counter-militancy 
operation 

A coordinated security campaign aimed at 
degrading militant or insurgent networks 

anti-insurgent 
campaign 

Provincial authorities continue to conduct 
counter-militancy operations in 
Balochistan. 

Dual-track 
approach 

A strategy combining two parallel methods, 
such as security and development, to 
address a problem 

combined strategy Analysts recommend a dual-track 
approach combining security and 
development in Balochistan. 

Remote-controlle 
d device 

An explosive or mechanism triggered from a 
distance rather than manually at the site 

remotely detonated 
device 

The Kachhi pipeline blast was triggered 
using a remote-controlled device. 

Civilian toll The human cost, including deaths and 
injuries, borne by non-combatant 
populations during conflict 

civilian casualties Human rights groups remain concerned 
about Balochistan's civilian toll. 

 

 
MCQ 
In which district did the SSGC gas pipeline blast occur this week, disrupting supply to Quetta? 

(a) Turbat (b) Ziarat (c) Kachhi (d) Sibi 

Answer: Kachhi 
 

Pakistan Affairs Questions 
• Trace the historical roots of the Balochistan insurgency and assess how contemporary grievances relate to 
its earlier phases. 

• Discuss the strategic importance of Gwadar and CPEC to Balochistan's development, and evaluate 
whether this has translated into improved security or living standards for local residents. 

• Critically examine the effectiveness of Pakistan's counter-militancy strategy in Balochistan over the past 
decade. 

Current Affairs Questions 

• Analyse the recurring pattern of attacks on gas pipeline infrastructure in Balochistan and their implications 
for national energy security. 

• Discuss the security challenges of protecting critical infrastructure in geographically remote and 
conflict-affected regions. 
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• Evaluate the human-rights dimensions of Pakistan's security operations in Balochistan. 

Short Question 

Identify the three separate violent incidents that occurred in Balochistan this week around Independence Day. 

Analytical Question 
Analytically assess whether a purely security-focused strategy can resolve Balochistan's insurgency, or whether 
political and economic measures are equally necessary. 

Essay Topic 
Balochistan's Unfinished Peace: Security, Development and the Limits of Force 

 
 

Further In-Depth Study 
https://www.dawn.com/news/2022930/two-killed-in-separate-incidents-in-balochistan 

https://paktribune.com/balochistan-gas-supply-hit-after-pipeline-blast/ 

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2623660/pipeline-blast-disrupts-gas-supplies-to-quetta-several-balochistan-areas 

https://www.dawn.com/news/2022930/two-killed-in-separate-incidents-in-balochistan
https://paktribune.com/balochistan-gas-supply-hit-after-pipeline-blast/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2623660/pipeline-blast-disrupts-gas-supplies-to-quetta-several-balochistan-areas
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A. Executive Summary 

B. Key Arguments 

 
 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu delivered an unusually direct rebuff to the Trump administration this 
week, declaring at a cabinet meeting that "Israel rejects the 15-point document" underpinning the US-brokered 
Gaza peace framework and vowing that Israeli forces would not withdraw "at all" until Hamas is "genuinely 
disarmed." The statement marked the first time Netanyahu had directly and unambiguously opposed the plan, 
following more than a week of gradually escalating criticism from his government as he faced mounting pressure 
from his right-wing coalition base ahead of Israel's October 27 election, in which polls suggest his coalition risks 
losing its majority. 

The rejected framework, unveiled by President Trump's "Board of Peace" on July 30 or 31 as what Trump called 
a "historic agreement for the complete disarmament of Hamas and all other armed groups in Gaza," envisioned 
a phased process in which Hamas would hand over its weapons, including heavy weaponry, military production 
sites, weapons depots and its extensive tunnel network, to a vetted international policing force, with Israeli 
withdrawal from Gaza proceeding alongside rather than strictly after disarmament. The Board of Peace, 
inaugurated in February 2026 and comprising roughly 40 countries including Israel and the United States, had 
already sided with Netanyahu on one key point by stating on August 3 that Israeli forces would not withdraw 
beyond the so-called Yellow Line until Hamas's weapons were fully decommissioned, but Netanyahu's Sunday 
remarks went further, rejecting the broader document itself and insisting on what he called "genuine 
disarmament, not fictitious disarmament," extending even to lighter weapons the original 15-point plan had not 
initially prioritised. 

Hamas, for its part, issued a statement affirming it remained committed to "the roadmap agreed upon," calling 
on mediators and guarantor countries to prevent violations that could derail the process, while a senior Hamas 
official separately reiterated the group's longstanding refusal to disarm while Israeli occupation continues. With 
Israel estimated to control roughly 60 to 70 percent of Gaza according to Palestinian officials and aid agencies, 
and the ceasefire that began last October persisting only in a limited, contested form alongside continued Israeli 
strikes, Netanyahu's rejection exposes both the fragility of Trump's signature Middle East diplomatic initiative 
and the extent to which Israeli domestic politics, rather than the terms of the plan itself, may determine whether 
any durable disarmament and withdrawal process materialises before Israel's consequential October election. 

 

• Netanyahu stated explicitly that 'Israel rejects the 15-point document' underpinning the US-backed Gaza 
peace and disarmament plan, in his first direct, unambiguous rejection of the framework. 

• He vowed Israeli forces would not withdraw from Gaza at all until Hamas is 'genuinely disarmed,' 
emphasising 'genuine disarmament, not fictitious disarmament.' 

• President Trump had announced the 15-point plan on July 30/31 through his 'Board of Peace' initiative, 
calling it a historic agreement for Hamas's complete disarmament. 

• The plan envisioned Hamas handing over heavy weaponry, production sites, depots and its tunnel network 
to a vetted international policing force. 

• The Board of Peace, comprising roughly 40 countries including Israel and the US, had already backed 
Netanyahu's position that Israeli forces would not withdraw beyond the 'Yellow Line' until full 
decommissioning, per an August 3 statement. 

• Netanyahu's rejection comes less than three months before Israel's October 27 election, with polls showing 
his coalition at risk of losing its majority. 

 
I-01 

Netanyahu Rejects Trump's Gaza Disarmament Plan, 
Straining Ties With Washington 
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C. Critical Analysis 

• Hamas issued a statement affirming continued commitment to the roadmap and calling on mediators and 
guarantor countries to prevent violations. 

• A senior Hamas official separately reiterated the group's refusal to disarm while Israeli forces continue to 
occupy parts of Gaza. 

• Israel is estimated to control roughly 60 to 70 percent of Gaza's territory according to Palestinian officials 
and aid agencies. 

• The October 2025 ceasefire persists only in a limited, contested form, with continued near-daily Israeli 
strikes reported across Gaza. 

• Netanyahu described his approach as necessary to withstand pressure 'even against our best friends when 
necessary,' an implicit reference to tension with Washington. 

• There was no immediate White House response to Netanyahu's rejection as of this week's reporting. 

• US Ambassador to Israel Mike Huckabee separately condemned West Bank settler violence this week, 
discussed in a related article in this issue. 

• Analysts at Foreign Policy noted Israel's disarmament position is unlikely to shift substantially until after the 
October election given domestic political constraints. 

• The disarmament framework provides a 14-day window to establish an exact implementation timeline once 
all parties formally approve it, a step now in question. 

• Netanyahu's rejection places him in direct tension with a plan his own government had participated in 
negotiating through the Board of Peace framework. 

 

 
Causes 

Netanyahu's rejection is best explained by the convergence of domestic political pressure and genuine security 
policy disagreement. With Israel's October 27 election approaching and polling suggesting his coalition could 
lose its majority, Netanyahu faces intense pressure from right-wing coalition partners who have consistently 
opposed any framework perceived as rewarding Hamas or constraining Israeli military freedom of action in 
Gaza. Substantively, Netanyahu's government has argued that a phased process allowing partial Israeli 
withdrawal before full Hamas disarmament creates security risks, particularly given Hamas's extensive tunnel 
network, which Israeli officials argue cannot be fully neutralised without sustained military presence and 
verification. The specific demand for disarmament of 'lighter weapons' beyond the plan's initial focus on heavy 
weaponry reflects an Israeli security establishment view that partial disarmament leaves Hamas capable of 
reconstituting an insurgent capability even without heavy armaments. 

Implications 

For the Trump administration, Netanyahu's rejection represents a significant diplomatic setback for what the 
President had publicly framed as a historic, monumental achievement, raising questions about Washington's 
ability to translate its regional leverage into durable outcomes when Israeli domestic politics cut against the 
agreed terms. For Gaza's population, continued impasse prolongs humanitarian suffering and delays 
reconstruction that depends on a stable security and governance transition, with implications for the tens of 
thousands of displaced Palestinians still without permanent shelter. For the Board of Peace's roughly 40 
member countries, the episode tests the initiative's credibility as a genuine multilateral mechanism rather than 
one whose terms can be effectively vetoed by a single participant. Regionally, continued impasse sustains 
uncertainty that ripples into related dynamics discussed elsewhere in this issue, including Gulf states' security 
calculations reflected in the new Mecca defence pact and ongoing tension around the Strait of Hormuz, both 
shaped by the broader sense of an unresolved, volatile Middle East security environment. 

Challenges 

The core challenge is a fundamental sequencing disagreement: Hamas and mediators favour a process linking 
phased Israeli withdrawal to phased disarmament, while Netanyahu now insists on disarmament preceding any 
further withdrawal, a gap that has proven difficult to bridge despite months of negotiation. A second challenge is 
verification: even if Hamas agreed to disarm, establishing a credible, internationally trusted mechanism to 
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confirm full compliance, including underground tunnel infrastructure that is inherently difficult to inspect, remains 
technically and politically fraught. A third challenge is the domestic political clock in Israel, since any perceived 
concession by Netanyahu ahead of the October election carries acute political risk, potentially locking in an 
inflexible negotiating posture regardless of the plan's substantive merits. A fourth challenge is maintaining 
Hamas's continued nominal commitment to the roadmap under conditions where Israel's rejection could be read 
by Hamas's own constituents as vindicating a refusal to disarm. 

Opportunities 

Paradoxically, the current impasse creates an opportunity for mediators, including Qatar, Egypt and the Board of 
Peace's broader membership, to press for a modified framework that addresses Israel's verification concerns 
without abandoning the core disarmament objective, potentially through phased, internationally monitored 
decommissioning milestones tied to reciprocal, incremental withdrawal. The proximity of Israel's October 
election, while currently an obstacle, also creates a potential post-election opportunity, since a new or 
reconfigured Israeli government could revisit the plan's terms with different political constraints. The Trump 
administration's stated investment in the plan's success gives Washington strong incentive to continue applying 
pressure and offering incentives to both parties, potentially including security guarantees or reconstruction 
financing tied to compliance. International attention generated by the rejection could also be leveraged to 
reinforce pressure on all parties to avoid a return to full-scale conflict. 

Way Forward 

Mediators should work to develop a modified, mutually acceptable sequencing framework that offers Israel 
credible, internationally verified assurances on tunnel-network neutralisation before requiring further troop 
withdrawals, potentially narrowing the current impasse without requiring either side to abandon its core position 
publicly. The Board of Peace should clarify its own internal decision-making process to prevent any single 
member state's rejection from unilaterally derailing the broader initiative, strengthening the framework's 
credibility as a genuinely multilateral mechanism. The United States should continue high-level engagement 
with both Netanyahu's government and Hamas's interlocutors to prevent the current impasse from triggering 
renewed large-scale hostilities, particularly given the humanitarian stakes for Gaza's population. Finally, 
international observers and human-rights organisations should continue monitoring conditions in Gaza closely 
during this period of uncertainty, given the risk that prolonged impasse could translate into intensified military 
activity ahead of Israel's election. 

 

 

15 ~40 60-70% Oct 27 
Points in the rejected 

US-backed Gaza disarmament 

plan 

Countries comprising the Board 

of Peace, including Israel and 

the US 

Estimated share of Gaza 

currently under Israeli control 

Date of Israel's upcoming 

general election 

• Netanyahu's rejection statement was delivered at a cabinet meeting on Sunday, August 9, 2026. 

• President Trump announced the 15-point Board of Peace plan on July 30 or 31, 2026, calling it a historic 
disarmament agreement. 

• The Board of Peace was inaugurated in February 2026 and includes roughly 40 member countries, 
including Israel and the United States. 

• The Board of Peace stated on August 3, 2026, that Israeli forces would not withdraw beyond the Yellow 
Line until Hamas's weapons were fully decommissioned. 

• Israel is estimated to control roughly 60 to 70 percent of Gaza's territory, according to Palestinian officials 
and aid agencies. 

• Israel's next general election is scheduled for October 27, 2026. 

• The Gaza ceasefire referenced in this framework began in October of the previous year and remains only 
partially observed. 
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F. Examiner's Perspective 

G. Vocabulary Builder 

• The disarmament framework provides a 14-day window to finalise an implementation timeline once all 
parties approve it. 

• The plan calls for Hamas to hand over heavy weaponry, production sites, depots and its tunnel network to a 
vetted international policing force. 

• Hamas's political leader abroad, Khaled Meshaal, has separately rejected calls to disarm Palestinian 
factions in Gaza. 

• No immediate White House response to Netanyahu's rejection had been reported as of this week. 

• Israeli officials have cited near-daily military activity across Gaza continuing despite the nominal October 
ceasefire. 

• Foreign Policy analysts assessed that Israel's disarmament stance is unlikely to shift substantially before 
the October election. 

• Netanyahu is Israel's longest-serving prime minister, a status referenced amid speculation about his 
political prospects in the coming election. 

 

“Israel rejects the 15-point document.” 

— Benjamin Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel (August 9, 2026) 
 

“We are talking about genuine disarmament, not fictitious disarmament.” 

— Benjamin Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel (August 9, 2026) 
 

“Today, the Board of Peace reached a historic agreement for the complete disarmament of Hamas and all 
other armed groups in Gaza.” 

— Donald Trump, President of the United States (July 2026) 
 

“We expect the mediators and the guarantor countries to assume their responsibilities.” 

— Hamas (official statement), Political movement, Gaza (August 9, 2026) 

 

Essay: Assess whether the Trump administration's Board of Peace framework can achieve a durable resolution 
to the Gaza conflict given the sequencing disagreement between Israel and Hamas over disarmament and 
withdrawal. 

Current Affairs: Analyse the impact of Israel's domestic political calendar, particularly the October 2026 
election, on Netanyahu's negotiating posture toward the Gaza disarmament plan. 

Pakistan Affairs: Discuss how continued instability in Gaza intersects with Pakistan's stated foreign-policy 
positions on Palestine and its broader Middle East diplomacy. 

Interview: How would you explain the difference between Israel's and Hamas's preferred sequencing of 
withdrawal and disarmament to a general audience unfamiliar with the technical details? 

 

 

Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Disarmament The reduction or elimination of weapons 
and military capability 

demilitarisation Hamas's disarmament remains the 
central sticking point in the Gaza peace 
process. 

Sequencing 
(diplomatic) 

The order in which steps of an agreement 
are implemented 

phasing order Disagreement over sequencing has 
stalled the Gaza framework. 

Decommission To formally take out of active service or use, 
often referring to weapons 

deactivate The plan requires Hamas's weapons to 
be fully decommissioned. 
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Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Guarantor 
country 

A state that formally pledges to uphold or 
enforce the terms of an agreement 

backing state Hamas called on guarantor countries to 
prevent violations of the roadmap. 

Multilateral 
initiative 

An effort undertaken jointly by multiple 
countries 

joint international 
effort 

The Board of Peace is framed as a 
multilateral initiative involving roughly 40 
states. 

Coalition base The core group of political parties or 
supporters that sustain a governing 
coalition 

governing support 
bloc 

Netanyahu faces pressure from his 
right-wing coalition base ahead of 
elections. 

Territorial control The extent of physical authority a military or 
governing force holds over an area 

area of control Israel maintains territorial control over a 
majority of Gaza. 

Verification 
mechanism 

A system for confirming compliance with the 
terms of an agreement 

compliance-checking 
system 

A credible verification mechanism is 
essential to any disarmament deal. 

Reconstruction 
(post-conflict) 

The rebuilding of infrastructure and 
institutions following armed conflict 

rebuilding process Gaza's reconstruction depends on a 
stable security transition. 

Political 
brinkmanship 

The pursuit of a dangerous or high-risk 
policy position to gain advantage in 
negotiations 

high-stakes posturing Analysts described Netanyahu's rejection 
as an act of political brinkmanship. 

Tunnel network An underground system of passages used 
for military or logistical purposes 

subterranean 
infrastructure 

Hamas's tunnel network remains a 
central Israeli security concern. 

Occupation 
(military) 

The control of a territory by a foreign military 
power 

military control of 
territory 

Hamas has argued it will not disarm 
while Israeli occupation continues. 

 

 
MCQ 
When did President Trump announce the 15-point Board of Peace plan for Gaza's disarmament? 

(a) June 2026 (b) July 2026 (c) August 2026 (d) September 2026 

Answer: July 2026 
 

Pakistan Affairs Questions 
• Discuss Pakistan's traditional diplomatic position on the Israel-Palestine conflict and assess how it applies 
to the current Gaza disarmament impasse. 

• Examine how instability in Gaza affects Pakistan's broader Middle East foreign policy calculations, 
including its relationships with Gulf states. 

• Critically evaluate Pakistan's role, if any, in multilateral peace initiatives concerning Gaza. 

Current Affairs Questions 
• Analyse the structural disagreement over sequencing between Israeli withdrawal and Hamas disarmament 
that has stalled the Gaza peace framework. 

• Discuss the significance of the Board of Peace as a multilateral mechanism in post-conflict Gaza 
governance. 

• Evaluate the impact of Israel's October 2026 election on the prospects for a durable Gaza settlement. 

Short Question 
State the date on which Netanyahu formally rejected the 15-point Gaza disarmament plan. 

Analytical Question 
Analytically assess whether domestic political considerations in Israel are likely to prevent a durable resolution 
to the Gaza disarmament impasse before the October 2026 election. 

Essay Topic 
Peace Deferred: Domestic Politics and the Stalled Gaza Disarmament Plan 



ICEP's CSS Weekly | Issue 13 | Lahore | August 15, 2026 | For CSS/PMS Aspirants Page 59 
 

Further In-Depth Study 
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/benjamin-netanyahu-us-gaza-peace-plan-reject/ 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/8/9/israel-rejects-trumps-15-point-plan-for-gaza 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2026/08/06/hamas-disarmament-deal-netanyahu-israel-gaza/ 

https://www.cnn.com/2026/08/09/middleeast/israel-gaza-trump-netanyahu-plan-intl 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/benjamin-netanyahu-us-gaza-peace-plan-reject/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/8/9/israel-rejects-trumps-15-point-plan-for-gaza
https://foreignpolicy.com/2026/08/06/hamas-disarmament-deal-netanyahu-israel-gaza/
https://www.cnn.com/2026/08/09/middleeast/israel-gaza-trump-netanyahu-plan-intl
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Nearly six months into the war that erupted on February 28 between the United States, Israel and Iran, the Strait 
of Hormuz remains the war's most consequential economic front line, and this week brought a fresh, pointed 
illustration of how contested even routine environmental incidents have become. Iran's foreign ministry warned 
on Thursday of environmental degradation after an oil spill reached the southern coast of Qeshm Island, with 
spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei asserting that "preliminary evidence indicates a foreign bulk carrier as the source" 
and demanding compensation, arguing on social media that such spills have imposed "trillions of dollars in 
damage" on Iran's coastal areas over recent decades and that "every party that benefits from commercial 
shipping through the Strait of Hormuz carries both a legal and a moral obligation to remediate the environmental 
harm." 

Independent monitoring told a different story. TankerTrackers, a US-hosted website that tracks global shipping 
movements, reported that the spill most likely originated from an Iranian attack on the Liberian-flagged bulk 
carrier Minoan Pioneer in Omani waters on August 3, with the slick subsequently drifting across the strait toward 
Iran's own coastline. Iranian environmental officials in Hormozgan province confirmed the spill had affected 
roughly 32,000 square metres of coastline and 90,000 square metres of water around Qeshm, though they 
reported the pollution was almost completely cleaned up by August 12. The episode adds to a second, separate 
slick reported near Oman from a grounded tanker in recent days, illustrating the compounding environmental toll 
of a maritime conflict zone that has now persisted for nearly half a year. 

The dispute over Qeshm is a symptom of a larger structural reality: Iran has maintained de facto control over 
passage through the Strait of Hormuz since the war's outbreak, requiring vessels to obtain permission and pay 
navigational fees, including funds Tehran says will support environmental protection services, while Washington 
disputes Iranian claims that commercial shipping is moving normally through the waterway. With roughly a fifth 
of global oil consumption historically transiting Hormuz in peacetime, the strait's contested, fee-gated status 
since February has reshaped global energy logistics, raised insurance costs, and rerouted traffic, a disruption 
reflected in the UN Trade and Development's own recent finding that Middle East conflict, and Hormuz 
specifically, has been a central driver behind a projected slowdown in global merchandise trade growth this 
year, underscoring why the strait's dispute, however narrow the specific incident, remains one of the defining 
economic stories of 2026 for CSS and PMS aspirants tracking international relations and global economy 
papers. 

 

• Iran's foreign ministry warned this week of environmental degradation after an oil spill reached the southern 
coast of Qeshm Island, demanding compensation from those it says are responsible. 

• Foreign ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei claimed preliminary evidence pointed to a foreign bulk carrier 
as the source of the spill. 

• TankerTrackers, an independent shipping-monitoring service, reported the spill likely originated from an 
Iranian attack on the bulk carrier Minoan Pioneer in Omani waters on August 3. 

• Iranian officials in Hormozgan province said the spill affected roughly 32,000 square metres of coastline 
and 90,000 square metres of water, and was largely cleaned up by August 12. 

• Baqaei argued that all parties benefiting from commercial shipping through Hormuz carry a legal and moral 
obligation to remediate environmental harm. 

• Iran has maintained de facto control over the Strait of Hormuz since the war's outbreak on February 28, 
2026, requiring vessels to obtain permission to transit. 

 
I-02 

Hormuz Standoff Deepens as Iran Demands Compensation 
Over Disputed Oil Spill 
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C. Critical Analysis 

• Iran has said it plans to charge navigational fees from passing vessels, partly to fund environmental 
protection services. 

• The United States disputes Iranian claims that commercial shipping is moving normally through the strait 
under these conditions. 

• A separate oil slick near Oman, linked to a grounded tanker, has compounded the region's environmental 
toll in recent days. 

• Sheena Ansari, head of Iran's Environmental Protection Organisation, publicly questioned who should bear 
responsibility for compensating pollution damage in the region. 

• The Strait of Hormuz has historically carried roughly a fifth of global oil consumption in peacetime 
conditions. 

• UN Trade and Development's Trade and Development Foresights 2026 report identifies Hormuz-related 
disruption as a central driver of a projected slowdown in global merchandise trade growth this year. 

• World merchandise trade growth is projected to fall from 4.7 percent in 2025 to between 1.5 and 2.5 
percent in 2026, according to UNCTAD's update. 

• Higher energy prices and Hormuz-linked disruptions have raised import costs and inflationary pressure in 
multiple developing economies, including Pakistan. 

• The disputed environmental incident illustrates the broader pattern of competing narratives that has 
characterised the Hormuz standoff since the war began. 

• Insurance costs and shipping-route diversification linked to the Hormuz standoff continue to reshape global 
energy logistics nearly six months into the conflict. 

 

 
Causes 

The immediate cause of this week's specific dispute is factual disagreement over the Qeshm spill's origin, but 
the underlying cause is structural: since the war's outbreak in February, Iran has asserted de facto control over 
passage through Hormuz, a strategically vital chokepoint it has historically shared access to under international 
maritime law, converting the strait into both a military and economic instrument. Iran's demand for compensation 
reflects a broader strategy of using environmental and economic claims to reinforce its narrative of victimhood 
and to justify the navigational fees it has begun charging, effectively monetising its de facto control of the 
waterway. The competing account offered by TankerTrackers, attributing the spill to Iran's own attack on a bulk 
carrier, reflects the difficulty of establishing an agreed factual record in an active conflict zone where all major 
parties, including Iran, the US and independent monitors, have incentives to shape the narrative in their own 
favour. 

Implications 

For global energy markets, the persistence of contested control over Hormuz nearly six months into the war 
continues to sustain elevated shipping insurance costs, rerouted trade flows and heightened price volatility, 
effects that UNCTAD's own analysis links directly to a broader slowdown in projected global trade growth this 
year. For developing, energy-importing economies such as Pakistan, discussed in the food-inflation article 
elsewhere in this issue, the compounding effect of elevated energy and fertiliser costs traced back to Hormuz 
disruption represents a direct, tangible channel through which a distant maritime dispute reaches household 
budgets. For the broader international legal order, Iran's assertion of a right to charge navigational fees and 
control passage challenges long-standing international norms of freedom of navigation through strategic straits, 
a precedent other states with control over key chokepoints could potentially draw upon in future disputes. The 
specific compensation dispute over Qeshm, though narrow, also illustrates how environmental claims are 
becoming another front in the broader information contest between Iran and its adversaries. 

Challenges 

Establishing an independently verified account of specific incidents like the Qeshm spill remains extremely 
difficult in an active conflict zone, where access for neutral investigators is limited and all parties have strong 
incentives to shape the narrative. A second challenge is the absence of any clear diplomatic process for 
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resolving the underlying dispute over passage rights and fees through Hormuz, since the war's continuation has 
effectively suspended normal international maritime governance mechanisms in the strait. A third challenge is 
the compounding environmental risk from an active conflict zone hosting sustained naval and drone activity near 
critical marine ecosystems, including mangroves and turtle-nesting habitats around Qeshm, risks that are likely 
to recur as long as hostilities continue. A fourth challenge is the broader economic toll on third-party states with 
no direct role in the conflict but heavy exposure to Hormuz-linked energy and shipping costs. 

Opportunities 

Even amid ongoing hostilities, the specific, bounded nature of environmental disputes like the Qeshm spill offers 
a potential opening for narrow, technical cooperation, such as jointly funded environmental remediation 
mechanisms administered by a neutral international body, that could function independently of the broader 
political and military standoff. International mediators, including Oman, which has previously floated proposals to 
reopen Hormuz-related negotiations, could use environmental and shipping-safety concerns as a lower-stakes 
entry point for broader de-escalation talks. The economic pressure the Hormuz standoff is placing on a wide 
range of third-party states, reflected in UNCTAD's global trade projections, could help build a broader 
international coalition favouring a negotiated resolution, beyond the war's immediate belligerents. Strengthened 
international shipping-monitoring capacity, of the kind TankerTrackers already provides informally, offers an 
opportunity to build more robust, independent verification mechanisms for future disputes. 

Way Forward 

International bodies, including the International Maritime Organization, should press for the establishment of an 
independent, neutral verification mechanism for future environmental and shipping-safety incidents in the 
Hormuz corridor, reducing reliance on competing, self-interested national narratives. Diplomatic efforts toward 
reopening the broader Hormuz passage question, including the previously floated Iran-Oman proposal, should 
be pursued as a priority given the scale of global economic disruption the current standoff continues to generate. 
Energy-importing states heavily exposed to Hormuz-linked price volatility, including Pakistan, should continue 
diversifying energy sourcing and strategic reserves, as discussed in this issue's coverage of the SBP's 
food-inflation warning, to reduce vulnerability to further escalation. Finally, international environmental and 
maritime-safety organisations should establish contingency funding mechanisms capable of responding rapidly 
to spills in contested waters, regardless of unresolved questions of political responsibility. 

 

 

Feb 28 32,000 m² ~20% 1.5-2.5% 
Date the US-Israel-Iran war 

began, triggering the Hormuz 

standoff 

Coastal area affected by the 

Qeshm oil spill 

Historic share of global oil 

consumption transiting Hormuz 

in peacetime 

UNCTAD's revised 2026 world 

merchandise trade growth 

projection, down from 4.7% 

• Iran's foreign ministry issued its compensation demand over the Qeshm spill on Thursday, August 13, 
2026. 

• The spill affected approximately 32,000 square metres of coastline and 90,000 square metres of water 
around Qeshm Island. 

• Iranian officials reported the spill was almost completely cleaned up by the evening of August 12, 2026. 

• TankerTrackers linked the spill to an Iranian attack on the Liberian-flagged bulk carrier Minoan Pioneer in 
Omani waters on August 3, 2026. 

• A separate oil slick near Oman, linked to a grounded tanker, has also affected coastlines in recent days. 

• Iran has controlled passage through the Strait of Hormuz since the war's outbreak on February 28, 2026, 
requiring vessels to seek permission to transit. 

• Iran has stated it plans to charge navigational fees from vessels passing through Hormuz, partly to fund 
environmental protection. 

• The Strait of Hormuz has historically carried roughly a fifth of global oil consumption in peacetime 
conditions. 
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E. Quotable Quotes 

F. Examiner's Perspective 

G. Vocabulary Builder 

• UNCTAD's Trade and Development Foresights 2026 report projects world merchandise trade growth falling 
to between 1.5 and 2.5 percent in 2026, down from 4.7 percent in 2025. 

• Multiple developing economies, including Bangladesh, Egypt, India, Indonesia and Pakistan, have 
introduced measures to manage rising fuel costs linked to the conflict. 

• Qeshm and neighbouring waters support mangrove ecosystems and nesting habitat for endangered turtles. 

• The Qeshm environmental protection department is headed by Habib Masihi, who confirmed details of the 
spill's extent and cleanup. 

• Sheena Ansari heads Iran's national Environmental Protection Organisation and has publicly questioned 
responsibility for compensating pollution damage. 

• The US disputes Iranian claims that commercial shipping is moving normally through Hormuz under current 
wartime conditions. 

 

“Every party that benefits from commercial shipping through the Strait of Hormuz carries both a legal and a 

moral obligation to remediate the environmental harm inflicted.” 

— Esmaeil Baqaei, Spokesman, Iranian Foreign Ministry (August 13, 2026) 
 

“The oil pollution on the southern coast of Qeshm is just one example of the widespread pollution that has 
destroyed the region's marine ecosystem over the past few decades.” 

— Sheena Ansari, Head, Iran's Environmental Protection Organisation (August 13, 2026) 
 

“The spillage then drifted across the strait over to Iran.” 

— TankerTrackers, Independent shipping-monitoring organisation (August 2026) 

 

Essay: Evaluate the impact of the six-month Strait of Hormuz standoff on global energy security and trade, and 
assess the prospects for a negotiated resolution. 

Current Affairs: Discuss the competing narratives surrounding the Qeshm oil spill and what this episode 
reveals about information warfare in active conflict zones. 

Pakistan Affairs: Analyse how disruption to the Strait of Hormuz has directly affected Pakistan's domestic 
economic outlook, with reference to the SBP's recent food-inflation warning. 

Interview: How would you summarise, for a policy audience, why control of a narrow shipping strait can have 
such disproportionate effects on the global economy? 

 

 

Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Chokepoint A narrow geographic passage through 
which a large volume of strategic trade or 
shipping must pass 

strategic strait The Strait of Hormuz is one of the world's 
most critical maritime chokepoints. 

De facto control Control that exists in practice, regardless of 
whether it is formally or legally recognised 

practical control Iran has exercised de facto control over 
Hormuz since the war began. 

Freedom of 
navigation 

The internationally recognised principle 
allowing ships to pass through international 
waters without undue restriction 

navigational rights Iran's fee system challenges established 
norms of freedom of navigation. 

Remediation 
(environmental) 

The process of cleaning up or reversing 
environmental damage 

environmental 
cleanup 

Iran demanded compensation for the 
remediation of the Qeshm spill. 

Independent 
verification 

Confirmation of facts by a neutral party not 
aligned with either side of a dispute 

third-party 
confirmation 

Independent verification of the spill's 
origin remains contested. 
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H. CSS/PMS Complete Question Bank 

 

Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Maritime 
governance 

The system of laws, norms and institutions 
regulating the use of the seas 

ocean governance 
framework 

The war has effectively suspended 
normal maritime governance in Hormuz. 

Risk premium An additional cost charged to compensate 
for elevated risk, such as in insurance 

risk-based surcharge Shipping insurance risk premiums have 
risen sharply due to the Hormuz conflict. 

Trade 
diversification 

The spreading of trade routes, partners or 
sourcing to reduce dependence on any 
single channel 

route diversification Energy-importing states are pursuing 
trade diversification to reduce Hormuz 
exposure. 

Ecosystem 
degradation 

The deterioration of a natural environment's 
health and biodiversity 

environmental decline Repeated spills have contributed to 
ecosystem degradation around Qeshm. 

Information 
contest 

A struggle between parties to control public 
narrative and perception 

narrative battle The Qeshm spill dispute reflects a wider 
information contest between Iran and its 
adversaries. 

Navigational fee A charge imposed on vessels for passage 
through a controlled waterway 

transit toll Iran has begun collecting navigational 
fees from ships transiting Hormuz. 

Belligerent A state or party actively engaged in a war or 
conflict 

warring party Both belligerents have accused each 
other over the spill's true origin. 

 

 
MCQ 
Near which island did the disputed oil spill discussed this week occur? 

(a) Kish Island (b) Qeshm Island (c) Hormuz Island (d) Larak Island 

Answer: Qeshm Island 
 

Pakistan Affairs Questions 
• Explain how disruption to the Strait of Hormuz has affected Pakistan's energy import costs and broader 
inflation outlook. 

• Discuss Pakistan's diplomatic position on the Iran-US-Israel conflict and its implications for regional energy 
security. 

• Critically assess the economic vulnerability of Pakistan and other South Asian states to prolonged 
Hormuz-related disruption. 

Current Affairs Questions 

• Analyse the significance of Iran's assertion of navigational fee-collection rights over the Strait of Hormuz for 
international maritime law. 

• Discuss the global trade implications of the Hormuz standoff, with reference to UNCTAD's 2026 trade 
growth projections. 

• Evaluate the challenges of establishing accurate, neutral verification of incidents in active conflict zones 
such as the Strait of Hormuz. 

Short Question 

State the approximate share of global oil consumption that has historically transited the Strait of Hormuz in 
peacetime. 

Analytical Question 
Analytically assess the economic and diplomatic consequences of a prolonged Iranian assertion of control over 
the Strait of Hormuz for global energy markets. 

Essay Topic 
Chokepoint Diplomacy: The Strait of Hormuz and the Global Cost of a Regional War 

 
 

Further In-Depth Study 
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40434673/iran-calls-for-compensation-after-hormuz-oil-spill 

https://www.brecorder.com/news/40434673/iran-calls-for-compensation-after-hormuz-oil-spill
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https://www.arabnews.com/node/2654532/middle-east 
 

https://unctad.org/publication/trade-and-development-foresights-2026-global-economy-faces-geopolitical-challenge 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/iran-demands-compensation-for-hormuz-oil-spill-apparently-caused-by-its-own-attack/ 

https://www.arabnews.com/node/2654532/middle-east
https://unctad.org/publication/trade-and-development-foresights-2026-global-economy-faces-geopolitical-challenge
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/iran-demands-compensation-for-hormuz-oil-spill-apparently-caused-by-its-own-attack/
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A. Executive Summary 

B. Key Arguments 

 
 

The Houthi campaign against shipping in and around the Red Sea and Bab el-Mandeb Strait produced its first 
confirmed multinational fatalities since the wider Middle East war began in February, when strikes on the 
Tanzania-flagged vessel Tihamah killed six people, including three Pakistani nationals and an Indonesian crew 
member, and injured at least two more, marking a sharp escalation in a blockade the Iran-aligned Houthi 
movement declared against Saudi Arabia and its shipping last month. According to Yemen's internationally 
recognised government coast guard, an initial strike caused a fire and extensive damage to the vessel, killing 
four sailors, before a second strike hit the ship as rescue workers were attempting an evacuation, killing two 
more members of the rescue team, a tactic that maritime security analysts have flagged as particularly alarming 
given the deliberate targeting of a rescue operation already under way. 

Pakistan's Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar confirmed the deaths on August 12, calling the 
strike a violation of international law that "endangers innocent lives" and "pose[s] a serious threat to freedom of 
navigation, maritime security, and the safety of commercial shipping in the Red Sea," and directed Pakistan's 
embassy in Riyadh to coordinate the repatriation of the deceased. The attack came within days of two other 
worrying incidents: eleven civilians, including one Pakistani national, were injured in a Houthi attack on the 
Saudi border region of Najran on August 7, the same day Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Turkiye signed the Mecca 
Joint Defence Agreement discussed elsewhere in this issue, and the Panama-flagged container ship Vela Nova 
was separately struck by a missile off Pakistan's own coast while sailing into the Gulf of Oman, according to 
maritime security sources. 

The Houthis' blockade, declared last month as fighting in Yemen resumed following the collapse of a years-long 
truce, has now moved beyond threats and warnings into lethal, indiscriminate attacks on non-combatant 
commercial shipping, a shift that carries significant implications for Pakistan specifically, given its reliance on 
Red Sea and Gulf shipping lanes for both trade and the safety of its overseas maritime workforce, and for the 
wider global economy, given the Red Sea and Bab el-Mandeb's role as a critical artery for traffic that would 
otherwise transit the Suez Canal. With Pakistan now a formal signatory to a trilateral defence pact with Saudi 
Arabia, one of the Houthis' declared targets, this week's fatalities sharpen the practical stakes of that 
commitment and test how Islamabad translates diplomatic condemnation into concrete protective measures for 
its citizens working at sea. 

 

• Houthi strikes on the Tanzania-flagged vessel Tihamah killed six people, including three Pakistani nationals 
and an Indonesian crew member, with at least two more injured. 

• Yemen's coast guard said an initial strike caused a fire and extensive damage, killing four sailors, before a 
second strike hit the ship during a rescue evacuation, killing two rescue workers. 

• Pakistan's DPM and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar confirmed the deaths on August 12 and directed the 
Riyadh embassy to coordinate repatriation of the deceased. 

• Dar described the attack as a violation of international law posing a serious threat to freedom of navigation 
and maritime security. 

• The attack marks the first reported multinational fatalities from Houthi strikes on shipping since the wider 
Iran war began in February 2026. 

• The Houthis declared a naval blockade of Saudi Arabia in July 2026 as fighting in Yemen resumed 
following the collapse of a multi-year truce. 

 
I-03 

Houthi Attacks Turn Deadly for Foreign Crews as Red Sea 
Blockade Escalates 
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C. Critical Analysis 

• Eleven civilians, including one Pakistani national, were injured in a separate Houthi attack on Saudi 
Arabia's Najran border region on August 7, 2026. 

• The Panama-flagged container ship Vela Nova was separately struck by a missile off Pakistan's coast 
while sailing into the Gulf of Oman. 

• A Houthi-linked media outlet claimed the group's forces separately targeted a ship in the Bab al-Mandeb 
Strait it said was carrying Saudi military equipment. 

• The attacks occurred in the same week Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Turkiye signed the Mecca Joint 
Defence Agreement, on August 7, 2026. 

• Pakistan had previously condemned Houthi threats to Saudi Arabia and Red Sea shipping in a Foreign 
Office statement issued July 22, 2026. 

• PM Shehbaz Sharif and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman agreed by phone on July 23 to 
continue close cooperation on regional maritime security. 

• Deadly incidents targeting vessels near the Red Sea's southern entrance have increased since the Houthi 
blockade declaration. 

• Pakistan's status as a Mecca pact signatory alongside Saudi Arabia sharpens the practical stakes of its 
condemnation of Houthi attacks. 

• The Red Sea and Bab el-Mandeb Strait serve as a critical artery for global shipping traffic that would 
otherwise transit the Suez Canal. 

• Pakistan's maritime workforce, including sailors serving on internationally flagged commercial vessels, 
faces direct exposure to the escalating blockade. 

 

 
Causes 

The Houthi movement's escalation from threats to lethal attacks on non-combatant shipping reflects the collapse 
of the multi-year Yemen truce and the resumption of active fighting, which has removed a key restraint that had 
previously limited Houthi maritime aggression to sporadic, lower-casualty incidents. The group's declared 
blockade of Saudi Arabia specifically ties its maritime campaign to the wider regional realignment triggered by 
the Iran war, positioning the Houthis, as an Iran-aligned actor, within the broader axis of tension between Tehran 
and the Gulf states, including Saudi Arabia and, by extension, its new Mecca pact partners Pakistan and 
Turkiye. The deliberate second strike targeting rescue workers evacuating the Tihamah suggests either a level 
of operational recklessness or, more troublingly, a deliberate tactic intended to maximise casualties and deter 
future rescue operations, a pattern documented in other maritime conflict zones. The attack on Najran, striking 
Saudi territory directly, further indicates the Houthis are willing to extend their campaign beyond maritime targets 
into cross-border strikes on Saudi soil itself. 

Implications 

For Pakistan, the deaths of three of its nationals represent the direct, human cost of a regional conflict it has 
sought to navigate diplomatically without full entanglement, and the incident is likely to intensify domestic 
pressure on the government to demonstrate concrete protective measures for its overseas maritime workforce. 
For the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement specifically, the timing of Houthi escalation so soon after the pact's 
signing tests the practical meaning of its collective-defence commitments, since an attack on Saudi Arabia's 
Najran region falls squarely within the kind of threat scenario the pact was designed to address, even though the 
pact's response mechanisms remain largely untested. For global shipping, the escalation adds further pressure 
on insurance costs and route diversification already elevated by the parallel Strait of Hormuz standoff discussed 
elsewhere in this issue, compounding disruption across two of the world's most strategically important maritime 
corridors simultaneously. For the broader Yemen conflict, the resumption of large-scale Houthi maritime 
aggression signals a further entrenchment of the conflict's regional, rather than purely internal Yemeni, 
character. 

Challenges 
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D. Statistics & Facts 

Protecting commercial shipping and its crews in a conflict zone as geographically extensive as the Red Sea and 
Bab el-Mandeb presents an inherent operational challenge, since naval escort capacity, even from multiple 
coalition navies, cannot guarantee protection across the volume of daily commercial traffic that transits the 
corridor. A second challenge is deterrence: existing international naval task forces operating in the region have 
struggled to meaningfully deter Houthi attacks despite periodic strikes on Houthi military infrastructure, 
suggesting current deterrent measures remain insufficient against a determined, Iran-supplied non-state actor. 
A third challenge is the diplomatic complexity facing Pakistan specifically, which must balance solidarity with 
Saudi Arabia under the Mecca pact against its continuing efforts to avoid direct confrontation with Iran, a 
dynamic discussed in this issue's coverage of the pact's national dimension. A fourth challenge is accountability, 
since no formal claim of responsibility accompanied the Tihamah strike, complicating any legal or diplomatic 
response. 

Opportunities 

The shared threat posed by Houthi maritime aggression offers an opportunity for the Mecca pact's three 
signatories to develop concrete, operational maritime-security cooperation mechanisms, translating the pact's 
political commitments into practical measures such as coordinated naval escort arrangements for vessels 
carrying their nationals. The scale of civilian and crew casualties from this week's attacks strengthens the 
international legal and diplomatic case for coordinated multinational pressure on the Houthis and their external 
backers, potentially through expanded sanctions or renewed United Nations Security Council attention to Red 
Sea shipping security. Pakistan's own maritime security agencies have an opportunity to strengthen advisories 
and support mechanisms for Pakistani nationals serving on internationally flagged vessels transiting high-risk 
waters. The broader international shipping industry also has an opportunity to accelerate investment in 
defensive technologies and rerouting protocols that could reduce crew exposure to attack even amid continued 
Houthi activity. 

Way Forward 

Pakistan should work with its Mecca pact partners and other concerned states to establish concrete, 
coordinated maritime-security measures for the Red Sea and Bab el-Mandeb corridor, potentially including 
intelligence-sharing and coordinated naval presence to protect commercial shipping carrying their nationals. The 
Foreign Office should strengthen advisories to Pakistani nationals serving on vessels transiting high-risk Red 
Sea waters, and work with maritime employers and recruitment agencies to ensure appropriate risk disclosures 
and support mechanisms are in place. Pakistan should continue pursuing its stated approach of diplomatic 
engagement with all regional parties, including continued outreach to Iran, to help de-escalate the broader 
conflict dynamics that are enabling Houthi maritime aggression to persist. Internationally, renewed multilateral 
pressure, including through the United Nations, should be directed at securing an end to attacks on 
non-combatant commercial shipping, with particular attention to preventing further attacks on rescue operations, 
which represent an especially severe violation of the laws of armed conflict. 

 

 

6 3 2 Aug 7 
People killed in the Houthi 

strikes on the Tihamah 

Pakistani nationals killed in the 

attack 

Separate strikes on the vessel, 

the second hitting rescue 

workers 

Date the Mecca Joint Defence 

Agreement was signed, same 

week as the Najran attack 

• Houthi strikes on the Tanzania-flagged vessel Tihamah killed six people, including three Pakistanis and 
one Indonesian national, on August 11-12, 2026. 

• A second strike hit the Tihamah as rescue workers were evacuating the vessel, killing two members of the 
rescue team. 

• DPM and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar confirmed the deaths and directed Pakistan's Riyadh embassy to 
coordinate repatriation on August 12, 2026. 

• Eleven civilians, including one Pakistani national, were injured in a Houthi attack on Saudi Arabia's Najran 
border region on August 7, 2026. 
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E. Quotable Quotes 

F. Examiner's Perspective 

G. Vocabulary Builder 

• The Panama-flagged container ship Vela Nova was struck by a missile off Pakistan's coast while sailing 
into the Gulf of Oman. 

• The Houthis declared a naval blockade of Saudi Arabia in July 2026 as fighting in Yemen resumed after a 
multi-year truce collapsed. 

• Pakistan's Foreign Office first condemned Houthi threats to Saudi Arabia and Red Sea shipping in a 
statement issued July 22, 2026. 

• PM Shehbaz Sharif and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman agreed by phone on July 23, 2026, to 
maintain close cooperation on regional maritime security. 

• The Mecca Joint Defence Agreement was signed by Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Turkiye on August 7, 
2026, the same day as the Najran attack. 

• British maritime security company Vanguard reported at least two crew members killed and four injured in 
the initial Tihamah strike. 

• The attack marks the first reported fatalities from Houthi strikes on shipping since the wider Iran war began 
on February 28, 2026. 

• The Red Sea and Bab el-Mandeb Strait serve as a critical global shipping artery linking to the Suez Canal. 

• No formal claim of responsibility for the Tihamah strike had been issued by the Houthis as of this week's 
reporting. 

• Pakistan's Foreign Office has previously stated the country reserves the right to defend its maritime 
interests against hostile acts. 

 

“Pakistan strongly condemns the Houthi attack on a non-combatant commercial vessel.” 

— Ishaq Dar, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Pakistan (August 12, 2026) 
 

“Such attacks endanger innocent lives, constitute a violation of international law, and pose a serious threat to 
freedom of navigation, maritime security, and the safety of commercial shipping in the Red Sea.” 

— Ishaq Dar, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Pakistan (August 12, 2026) 
 

“I have directed our Embassy in Riyadh to immediately coordinate with the concerned authorities, and to 

strongly pursue all necessary measures for the retrieval and repatriation of the mortal remains of the 
deceased Pakistani nationals.” 

— Ishaq Dar, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Pakistan (August 12, 2026) 

 

Essay: Assess the strategic and humanitarian consequences of the Houthi movement's escalation from 
maritime threats to lethal attacks on non-combatant commercial shipping in the Red Sea. 

Current Affairs: Analyse the significance of this week's Houthi attacks for the practical, operational meaning of 
Pakistan's new Mecca Joint Defence Agreement commitments. 

Pakistan Affairs: Discuss Pakistan's diplomatic and consular response to the deaths of its nationals in the Red 
Sea, and evaluate the adequacy of current protections for Pakistani maritime workers. 

Interview: How would you brief a shipping company on the current risk environment facing vessels transiting 
the Red Sea and Bab el-Mandeb Strait? 
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H. CSS/PMS Complete Question Bank 

 

Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Blockade The deliberate obstruction of access to a 
location, typically by military means 

sea-lane obstruction The Houthis declared a naval blockade 
of Saudi Arabia last month. 

Non-combatant 
vessel 

A ship not engaged in military activity, 
typically carrying civilian crew or cargo 

civilian ship The Tihamah was a non-combatant 
commercial vessel struck without 
warning. 

Maritime security The protection of shipping, ports and sea 
lanes from threats such as piracy, terrorism 
or armed attack 

sea-lane security The attacks have sharply escalated 
maritime security concerns in the Red 
Sea. 

Repatriation The return of a person, often deceased, to 
their home country 

return of remains Pakistan's embassy is coordinating the 
repatriation of the deceased sailors. 

Non-state actor An organisation or group that exercises 
significant political or military power without 
being a sovereign state 

irregular armed group The Houthis function as a powerful 
non-state actor in Yemen's conflict. 

Deterrence failure A situation in which measures intended to 
prevent hostile action fail to do so 

failed deterrent Repeated Houthi attacks suggest a 
deterrence failure by naval coalitions in 
the region. 

Truce A temporary agreement to stop fighting ceasefire The collapse of a multi-year truce 
preceded renewed Yemen fighting. 

Consular 
assistance 

Support provided by a state's diplomatic 
missions to its citizens abroad 

diplomatic support 
abroad 

Pakistan's Riyadh embassy is providing 
consular assistance to affected families. 

Rules-based 
maritime order 

The system of international law and norms 
governing the use of the seas 

maritime legal order Houthi attacks are widely seen as 
undermining the rules-based maritime 
order. 

Escalation 
(military) 

An increase in the intensity or scope of a 
conflict 

intensification The Tihamah attack marks a significant 
escalation of the Houthi campaign. 

Solidarity 
(diplomatic) 

Mutual support and shared commitment 
between allied states 

allied support Pakistan's condemnation reflects 
diplomatic solidarity with Saudi Arabia. 

Flag state The country under whose laws a merchant 
ship is registered 

registration country The Tihamah sailed under a Tanzania 
flag state registration. 

 

 
MCQ 
How many people were killed in the Houthi strikes on the vessel Tihamah this week? 

(a) Three (b) Four (c) Six (d) Eight 

Answer: Six 
 

Pakistan Affairs Questions 
• Discuss the measures Pakistan can take to protect its nationals serving as sailors on internationally flagged 
vessels transiting high-risk maritime corridors. 

• Examine the diplomatic balancing act Pakistan faces between its Mecca pact commitments to Saudi Arabia 
and its continued engagement with Iran amid Houthi escalation. 

• Critically assess Pakistan's Foreign Office response to the deaths of Pakistani nationals in the August 2026 
Red Sea attack. 

Current Affairs Questions 
• Analyse the strategic objectives behind the Houthi movement's declared blockade of Saudi Arabia and its 
shipping. 

• Discuss the global economic implications of simultaneous disruption to both the Red Sea/Bab el-Mandeb 
corridor and the Strait of Hormuz. 

• Evaluate the effectiveness of international naval coalitions in deterring Houthi attacks on commercial 
shipping. 
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Short Question 
Name the vessel struck by Houthi forces this week, resulting in the deaths of three Pakistani nationals. 

Analytical Question 
Analytically assess whether the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement provides Pakistan with meaningful tools to 
respond to threats such as the Houthi attacks on Saudi Arabia and regional shipping. 

Essay Topic 
The Red Sea Under Siege: Houthi Escalation and the Global Cost of a Widening War 

 
 

Further In-Depth Study 
https://themedialine.org/headlines/pakistan-condemns-houthi-red-sea-attack-that-killed-3-pakistani-nationals/ 

https://www.dawn.com/news/2022341 

https://www.dawn.com/news/2022340/dar-condemns-houthi-attack-on-ship-in-red-sea-after-3-pakistani-nationals-killed 

https://www.thenews.pk/story/1431644-three-pakistanis-killed-in-houthi-attack-on-non-combatant-vessel-in-red-sea 

https://themedialine.org/headlines/pakistan-condemns-houthi-red-sea-attack-that-killed-3-pakistani-nationals/
https://www.dawn.com/news/2022341
https://www.dawn.com/news/2022340/dar-condemns-houthi-attack-on-ship-in-red-sea-after-3-pakistani-nationals-killed
https://www.thenews.pk/story/1431644-three-pakistanis-killed-in-houthi-attack-on-non-combatant-vessel-in-red-sea
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A. Executive Summary 

B. Key Arguments 

 
 

The Taliban marked five years back in power on August 15, staging parades outside the former US embassy in 
Kabul and describing their return as "victory day" from Western domination, even as international aid 
organisations used the anniversary to warn that Afghanistan's humanitarian crisis has reached record levels. 
Taliban Interior Minister Sirajuddin Haqqani struck a note combining defiance and rare acknowledgment, 
crediting the movement's return to power to "morale, courage" and "divine assistance" while also conceding, 
unusually, that "issues and problems...may still exist." Ceremonies marking the anniversary were also held, 
according to a Taliban foreign ministry spokesman, in the capitals of Pakistan, China, Uzbekistan, Iran, Turkiye 
and Malaysia, an indication of the diplomatic normalisation the Taliban government has achieved with key 
regional neighbours even without formal international recognition from most Western states. 

The scale of Afghanistan's crisis, five years on, is stark by any measure. Human Rights Watch's own five-year 
assessment describes the country as facing one of the world's gravest human rights crises, particularly for 
women and girls, who have been barred from secondary and higher education, faced severe restrictions on 
employment and freedom of movement, and, under a criminal procedure code issued on January 4, 2026, seen 
the Taliban formally define Muslims exclusively as adherents of Hanafi jurisprudence while labelling others 
accordingly, a codification rights groups describe as deepening systemic discrimination. On the humanitarian 
side, the International Rescue Committee reported that needs have reached a record level, driven by recurrent 
droughts, the fallout from deadly earthquakes and the mass deportation of Afghans from neighbouring Iran and 
Pakistan, with the number of Afghans requiring humanitarian assistance having risen by 3.5 million people since 
the Taliban takeover in 2021, even as shrinking global aid budgets have forced organisations including the IRC 
to scale back nutrition and maternal health services in some of the hardest-hit provinces. 

For Pakistan specifically, the anniversary carries direct relevance beyond its participation in the anniversary 
ceremonies in Islamabad: the deportation of Afghans from Pakistan and Iran, cited explicitly by the IRC as a 
driver of rising humanitarian need, reflects Pakistan's own ongoing repatriation policy toward undocumented 
Afghan nationals, a policy that continues to generate friction in the bilateral relationship even as both 
governments maintain formal diplomatic engagement. With nearly 40 percent of Afghanistan's population 
reported by Human Rights Watch to be in urgent need of assistance, and UN officials stressing that "sustainable 
peace and prosperity require more than just an absence of conflict," this week's anniversary is a reminder, for 
CSS and PMS aspirants studying regional affairs, that Afghanistan's trajectory under Taliban rule remains one 
of the most consequential and unresolved dimensions of South and Central Asian security and humanitarian 
policy. 

 

• The Taliban marked five years back in power on August 15, 2026, with parades outside the former US 
embassy in Kabul described by officials as 'victory day' celebrations. 

• Taliban Interior Minister Sirajuddin Haqqani made a rare acknowledgment of 'issues and problems that may 
still exist' alongside defiant rhetoric about the movement's return to power. 

• Anniversary ceremonies were held in the capitals of Pakistan, China, Uzbekistan, Iran, Turkiye and 
Malaysia, reflecting the Taliban government's regional diplomatic normalisation. 

• Human Rights Watch describes Afghanistan under Taliban rule as facing one of the world's gravest human 
rights crises, particularly for women and girls. 

• The Taliban barred women and girls from secondary and higher education soon after taking power in 2021, 
alongside restrictions on employment, expression and movement. 

 
I-04 

Five Years On, Taliban Rule Confronts Record Humanitarian 
Need Amid Global Indifference 
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C. Critical Analysis 

• A criminal procedure code issued January 4, 2026, formally defines Muslims exclusively as adherents of 
Hanafi jurisprudence, a provision rights groups say deepens systemic discrimination against religious 
minorities. 

• The International Rescue Committee reports Afghanistan's humanitarian needs have reached a record 
level, driven by droughts, earthquakes and mass deportations from Iran and Pakistan. 

• The number of Afghans in need of humanitarian assistance has risen by 3.5 million people since the 
Taliban takeover in 2021, according to the IRC. 

• Shrinking global aid budgets have forced the IRC to scale back nutrition treatment and maternal health 
services in some of Afghanistan's hardest-hit provinces. 

• Nearly 40 percent of Afghanistan's population is reported to be in urgent need of humanitarian assistance, 
according to Human Rights Watch. 

• UNESCO estimates the Taliban's restrictions have barred 2.5 million girls and women from secondary and 
higher education. 

• A senior UN representative on Afghanistan stated that sustainable peace and prosperity require more than 
just the absence of conflict. 

• The deportation of Afghans from Pakistan and Iran is explicitly cited by the IRC as a driver of rising 
humanitarian need inside Afghanistan. 

• Journalists, activists, former government employees and perceived critics of the Taliban continue to face 
intimidation, arbitrary arrest and torture, according to Human Rights Watch. 

• Human Rights Watch has called for governments to move beyond statements of concern and press for 
justice for what it terms the crime against humanity of gender persecution. 

• The anniversary underscores the durability of Taliban control despite the absence of formal recognition 
from most Western governments. 

 

 
Causes 

The Taliban's consolidation of control over five years reflects both its own governance apparatus, built around a 
strict interpretation of Islamic law and centralised authority under its supreme leadership, and the practical 
reality that no organised domestic opposition has proven capable of mounting a credible challenge to its rule. 
Afghanistan's deepening humanitarian crisis stems from a combination of structural and exogenous factors: the 
collapse of significant international development and humanitarian funding after 2021, when many Western 
donors suspended direct financial engagement with the Taliban government, compounded by recurrent natural 
disasters including droughts and earthquakes that have struck a country with limited institutional capacity to 
respond. The mass deportation of Afghans from Pakistan and Iran, driven by those countries' own domestic 
political and security considerations regarding undocumented populations, has added a further, externally 
generated pressure on Afghanistan's already strained absorptive capacity, since returnees require housing, food 
and services that the country's fragile economy struggles to provide. 

Implications 

For Afghanistan's population, particularly women and girls, the anniversary underscores the entrenchment 
rather than easing of restrictions on basic rights, with direct implications for the country's long-term 
human-capital development given an entire generation of girls now barred from secondary and higher 
education. For regional diplomacy, the pattern of anniversary ceremonies held in Islamabad, Beijing, Tashkent, 
Tehran, Ankara and Kuala Lumpur illustrates a form of de facto normalisation proceeding at the regional level 
even without formal Western recognition, a divergence that complicates unified international policy toward 
Kabul. For Pakistan specifically, continued humanitarian strain inside Afghanistan, worsened by deportations 
from Pakistan itself, creates a difficult policy tension between Islamabad's domestic security and economic 
rationale for repatriation and the humanitarian consequences documented by international organisations. For 
the global humanitarian system, the IRC's need to scale back services even as needs rise by millions reflects a 
broader crisis of donor fatigue affecting multiple protracted crises simultaneously, not unique to Afghanistan 
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D. Statistics & Facts 

alone. 

Challenges 

The central challenge for the international community remains reconciling humanitarian engagement, necessary 
to prevent further deterioration in basic living conditions, with continued political non-recognition of a 
government whose human-rights record, particularly toward women, most Western states and many 
international organisations consider unacceptable. A second challenge is funding: the scale of unmet need, 
growing by millions of additional affected people even as aid budgets contract, suggests current humanitarian 
financing mechanisms are structurally inadequate to the crisis's actual size. A third challenge, specific to 
Pakistan and Iran, is managing the tension between legitimate domestic policy interests in regulating 
undocumented migration and the humanitarian consequences of returning vulnerable populations to a country 
ill-equipped to absorb them, particularly during winter months when returnee vulnerability peaks. A fourth 
challenge is accountability: Human Rights Watch's call for governments to pursue justice for gender persecution 
as a crime against humanity faces significant practical obstacles given the absence of any effective international 
enforcement mechanism against the Taliban government. 

Opportunities 

Despite the grim overall picture, the Taliban's own rare acknowledgment of persisting 'issues and problems' 
offers a modest opening for continued technical, humanitarian-focused engagement that does not require formal 
political recognition, building on existing channels through UN agencies and international NGOs still operating 
inside the country. Afghanistan's deepening regional diplomatic ties, reflected in this week's multi-capital 
anniversary observances, could be leveraged by regional states, including Pakistan, to press collectively for 
improved humanitarian access and, incrementally, for softened restrictions on women's education and 
employment, areas where regional Muslim-majority states may carry more persuasive weight than Western 
governments. The scale of documented need also creates an opportunity for renewed international donor 
coordination, potentially through a dedicated pooled funding mechanism insulated from the political sensitivities 
of direct government-to-government engagement. For Pakistan specifically, coordinated regional dialogue on 
Afghan refugee and returnee management, potentially involving Iran, could help distribute the humanitarian 
burden more sustainably than unilateral deportation policies. 

Way Forward 

International donors should establish or strengthen pooled, apolitical humanitarian funding mechanisms that 
allow continued life-saving assistance to reach Afghan civilians without requiring formal political engagement 
with or recognition of the Taliban government. Pakistan and Iran should pursue coordinated, humane 
approaches to managing undocumented Afghan populations, potentially including phased, internationally 
supported return processes rather than abrupt mass deportations that outpace Afghanistan's absorptive 
capacity. Regional states with normalised diplomatic ties to Kabul, including Pakistan, China and Turkiye, 
should use their access to advocate consistently for incremental improvements in women's access to education 
and employment, framing such advocacy in terms consistent with Islamic jurisprudence to maximise its 
persuasive traction with the Taliban leadership. The international community should continue systematically 
documenting human-rights conditions inside Afghanistan, as Human Rights Watch has done, to preserve an 
accurate record that could support future accountability mechanisms regardless of the current absence of 
enforcement tools. 

 

 

5 3.5m ~40% 2.5m 
Years since the Taliban's return 

to power on August 15, 2021 

Increase in Afghans needing 

humanitarian assistance since 

2021 

Share of Afghanistan's 

population in urgent need of 

assistance 

Girls and women barred from 

secondary/higher education, per 

UNESCO 

• The Taliban marked five years in power on August 15, 2026, exactly five years after capturing Kabul on 
August 15, 2021. 
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E. Quotable Quotes 

F. Examiner's Perspective 

• Anniversary ceremonies were held in the capitals of Pakistan, China, Uzbekistan, Iran, Turkiye and 
Malaysia. 

• The number of Afghans in need of humanitarian assistance has risen by 3.5 million people since 2021, 
according to the IRC. 

• Nearly 40 percent of Afghanistan's population is reported to be in urgent need of humanitarian assistance. 

• UNESCO estimates 2.5 million girls and women have been barred from secondary and higher education 
under Taliban restrictions. 

• A Taliban criminal procedure code issued January 4, 2026, formally defines Muslims exclusively as 
adherents of Hanafi jurisprudence. 

• The International Rescue Committee has been forced to scale back nutrition and maternal health services 
due to shrinking global aid budgets. 

• Afghanistan's humanitarian crisis has been compounded by recurrent droughts, deadly earthquakes and 
mass deportations from Iran and Pakistan. 

• Taliban Interior Minister Sirajuddin Haqqani made a rare public acknowledgment of ongoing 'issues and 
problems' during anniversary remarks. 

• Human Rights Watch describes Afghanistan as facing one of the world's gravest human rights crises, 
particularly for women and girls. 

• Journalists, activists, human rights defenders, former government employees and religious minorities 
remain at particular risk under Taliban rule. 

• A UN senior representative on Afghanistan stated that sustainable peace requires more than the absence 
of conflict, referencing the rights of all Afghans. 

• The Taliban government has not received formal diplomatic recognition from most Western states as of this 
week. 

• Regional ceremonies marking the anniversary reflect a pattern of de facto diplomatic normalisation at the 
regional level. 

 

“Our return to power was the result of morale, courage, and divine assistance.” 

— Sirajuddin Haqqani, Taliban Interior Minister (August 15, 2026) 
 

“Issues and problems that may still exist.” 

— Sirajuddin Haqqani, Taliban Interior Minister (August 15, 2026) 
 

“Sustainable peace and prosperity require more than just an absence of conflict. Afghanistan's future 
depends on building a society in which the rights and potential of all Afghans are realised.” 

— Georgette Gagnon, Senior UN representative on Afghanistan (August 15, 2026) 
 

“The fifth anniversary of the Taliban takeover is a grim marker of the devastating costs of impunity.” 

— Fereshta Abbasi, Afghanistan researcher, Human Rights Watch (August 2026) 

 

Essay: Assess whether continued regional diplomatic engagement with the Taliban government, without formal 
recognition, is an effective strategy for improving humanitarian and human-rights conditions in Afghanistan. 

Current Affairs: Discuss the humanitarian consequences of mass deportation policies toward undocumented 
Afghan nationals in Pakistan and Iran. 

Pakistan Affairs: Analyse Pakistan's evolving policy toward Afghanistan under Taliban rule, balancing security, 
economic and humanitarian considerations. 
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G. Vocabulary Builder 

H. CSS/PMS Complete Question Bank 

Interview: How would you respond if asked whether engagement with the Taliban, absent formal recognition, 
constitutes tacit legitimisation of its human-rights record? 

 

 

Word Meaning Synonym Example 

De facto 
normalisation 

The practical, unofficial acceptance of a 
government's authority without formal legal 
recognition 

unofficial acceptance Regional anniversary ceremonies reflect 
a degree of de facto normalisation of 
Taliban rule. 

Gender 
persecution 

Systematic discrimination or mistreatment 
targeting individuals based on their gender 

gender-based 
repression 

Human Rights Watch describes Taliban 
restrictions on women as amounting to 
gender persecution. 

Humanitarian 
access 

The ability of aid organisations to reach 
populations in need 

aid access Maintaining humanitarian access 
remains  a  priority  despite 
non-recognition of the Taliban. 

Donor fatigue A decline in international willingness or 
capacity to continue funding humanitarian 
responses 

aid-fatigue Donor fatigue has forced aid agencies to 
scale back services in Afghanistan. 

Absorptive 
capacity 

The ability of a system or country to 
accommodate an influx of people or 
resources 

capacity to absorb Afghanistan's limited absorptive capacity 
strains under mass returnee flows. 

Jurisprudence The theory and philosophy of law, or a 
particular system of legal interpretation 

legal doctrine The new code defines Muslims 
exclusively by reference to Hanafi 
jurisprudence. 

Impunity Exemption from punishment or 
consequences for wrongdoing 

freedom from 
punishment 

Human Rights Watch warned against 
continued impunity for rights abuses. 

Protracted crisis A humanitarian emergency that persists 
over an extended period without resolution 

prolonged emergency Afghanistan remains one of the world's 
most severe protracted crises. 

Repatriation 
policy 

Government measures governing the return 
of foreign nationals to their country of origin 

deportation policy Pakistan's repatriation policy toward 
Afghans has drawn humanitarian 
criticism. 

Pooled funding 
mechanism 

A humanitarian financing structure 
combining multiple donors' contributions 
into a single fund 

joint donor fund A pooled funding mechanism could help 
sustain Afghanistan's humanitarian 
response. 

Systemic 
discrimination 

Discrimination embedded within a society's 
institutions, laws or practices 

institutionalised bias Rights groups argue the new legal code 
entrenches systemic discrimination. 

Accountability 
mechanism 

A formal process for holding actors 
responsible for wrongdoing 

justice mechanism No effective international accountability 
mechanism currently exists against the 
Taliban. 

 

 
MCQ 
On what date did the Taliban capture Kabul, marking the start of their current period of rule? 

(a) August 15, 2020 (b) August 15, 2021 (c) September 11, 2021 (d) August 15, 2022 

Answer: August 15, 2021 
 

Pakistan Affairs Questions 
• Discuss the humanitarian and diplomatic implications of Pakistan's policy toward undocumented Afghan 
nationals. 

• Examine Pakistan's evolving bilateral relationship with the Taliban government since 2021, addressing both 
cooperation and points of friction. 

• Critically assess whether Pakistan's regional engagement with the Taliban has yielded improvements in 
cross-border security. 
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Current Affairs Questions 
• Analyse the scale and drivers of Afghanistan's humanitarian crisis five years after the Taliban's return to 

power. 

• Discuss the human-rights situation for women and girls under Taliban rule and the international 
community's response. 

• Evaluate the effectiveness of regional diplomatic engagement, as opposed to formal recognition, in shaping 
Taliban governance. 

Short Question 
State the approximate percentage of Afghanistan's population reported to be in urgent need of humanitarian 
assistance. 

Analytical Question 
Analytically assess whether continued humanitarian engagement with Afghanistan, absent political recognition 
of the Taliban, is a sustainable long-term international strategy. 

Essay Topic 

Five Years of Taliban Rule: Humanitarian Crisis, Regional Normalisation and the Limits of International 
Leverage 

 
Further In-Depth Study 
https://www.dawn.com/news/2023028/taliban-mark-5-years-in-power-as-aid-groups-warn-of-crisis 

https://www.hrw.org/feature/2026/08/03/afghanistan-5-years-under-taliban-rule/a-human-rights-crisis-a-humanitarian 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/08/03/afghanistan-taliban-assault-on-rights-deepens-5-years-on 

https://www.rescue.org/press-release/five-years-taliban-took-control-afghanistan-humanitarian-need-record-high-response 

https://www.dawn.com/news/2023028/taliban-mark-5-years-in-power-as-aid-groups-warn-of-crisis
https://www.hrw.org/feature/2026/08/03/afghanistan-5-years-under-taliban-rule/a-human-rights-crisis-a-humanitarian
https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/08/03/afghanistan-taliban-assault-on-rights-deepens-5-years-on
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/five-years-taliban-took-control-afghanistan-humanitarian-need-record-high-response
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A. Executive Summary 

B. Key Arguments 

 
 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky used a special security meeting this week to announce that new 
conversations with international mediators would take place "next week," part of what he described as an 
intensifying diplomatic push through August aimed at securing "the steps and proposals that are needed" to 
move the peace process forward, even as Russian forces continued near-daily long-range strikes across 
Ukrainian territory. Speaking after receiving reports from Prime Minister Serhii Koretskyi and 
Commander-in-Chief Mykhailo Drapatyi on the protection of Ukrainian cities, Zelensky combined his diplomatic 
announcement with a pointed warning to Moscow that "every Russian strike will be met with our response," 
underscoring that Kyiv's renewed diplomatic energy is not accompanied by any reduction in its stated resolve to 
continue fighting. 

The diplomatic push builds on a pattern established over recent months: Ukraine has said it remains in daily 
contact with representatives of the Trump administration and expects US special envoy Steve Witkoff and 
presidential son-in-law Jared Kushner to play an active role in negotiations as early as August, while Kyiv has 
separately confirmed continuing, partly undisclosed engagement with Gulf partners as additional channels of 
diplomatic support. This mirrors a now-familiar cycle in the broader 2026 Russia-Ukraine peace process, which 
formally entered its current phase after a February 17-18 trilateral Russia-US-Ukraine round of talks in Geneva 
first placed territorial questions directly on the negotiating agenda, the first time such issues had been discussed 
multilaterally since the war began. Subsequent months have seen repeated cycles of proposed summits, 
European leaders reaffirming coordinated support for Ukraine's position, and recurring Kremlin scepticism, 
expressed through spokesman Dmitry Peskov, that Western support for Ukraine's military capacity is 
inconsistent with genuine peace intentions. 

Even as diplomatic channels remain active, the human cost of the war's continuation was underscored this week 
by a Russian Shahed drone strike on a passenger train in Ukraine's Odesa region on August 13, which killed the 
driver and his assistant and forced the evacuation of 340 passengers, including 67 children, illustrating the 
persistent civilian risk that accompanies the war regardless of parallel diplomatic activity. With the conflict now 
well into its fifth year and repeated prior rounds of talks, including a stalled effort toward a Miami-hosted 
negotiation session referenced in earlier reporting, having failed to produce a durable breakthrough, this week's 
renewed diplomatic signalling from Kyiv should be read by CSS and PMS aspirants as part of a long, recurring 
cycle of cautious optimism rather than confirmation of an imminent settlement, a distinction essential to 
accurately assessing the state of the peace process. 

 

• President Zelensky announced new conversations with international mediators would take place 'next 
week,' as part of an intensifying August diplomatic push. 

• Zelensky combined the diplomatic announcement with a warning that 'every Russian strike will be met with 
our response,' underscoring continued military resolve alongside diplomacy. 

• Ukraine says it remains in daily contact with representatives of the Trump administration and expects 
envoys Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner to play an active role in August negotiations. 

• Ukraine has confirmed continuing, partly undisclosed engagement with Gulf partners as additional 
diplomatic channels. 

• The current phase of the 2026 Russia-Ukraine peace process formally began after a February 17-18 
trilateral Russia-US-Ukraine round of talks in Geneva. 

 
I-05 

Zelensky Signals Intensified August Diplomacy as Russian 
Strikes Continue Unabated 
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C. Critical Analysis 

• The Geneva talks marked the first time territorial questions were placed directly on the negotiating agenda 
in a multilateral setting since the war began. 

• Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov has previously expressed scepticism that Western military support for 
Ukraine is consistent with genuine peace intentions. 

• A Russian Shahed drone strike on a passenger train in Ukraine's Odesa region on August 13, 2026, killed 
the train's driver and assistant and forced evacuation of 340 passengers, including 67 children. 

• Zelensky received reports this week from Prime Minister Serhii Koretskyi and Commander-in-Chief 
Mykhailo Drapatyi on the protection of Ukrainian cities. 

• European leaders including the UK, France and Germany have previously issued joint statements 
supporting direct Ukraine-Russia dialogue while stressing coordination with Europe and the US. 

• Ukraine has previously pursued negotiation channels in Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, the UAE, Switzerland 
and the United States. 

• The war between Russia and Ukraine is now in its fifth year, with repeated prior rounds of talks failing to 
produce a durable settlement. 

• Zelensky has separately written to Russian President Vladimir Putin proposing direct talks, part of a 
broader pattern of diplomatic overtures throughout 2026. 

• A previously floated Miami-hosted negotiation round, referenced in earlier 2026 reporting, illustrates the 
recurring but frequently stalled nature of the peace process. 

• Ukrainian drone strikes have separately caused power outages, fuel shortages and communications 
disruption in Russian-annexed Crimea, according to recent reporting. 

• Ukraine's continued coordination with international partners spans both security assistance and broader 
European integration objectives. 

 

 
Causes 

Zelensky's renewed diplomatic signalling this week reflects both genuine engagement with an active US-led 
mediation effort and a now well-established pattern in which Kyiv uses periodic announcements of intensified 
diplomacy to sustain international attention and support for its position, particularly as war fatigue grows among 
some Western publics nearly five years into the conflict. The parallel emphasis on continued military response 
reflects Ukraine's consistent negotiating posture throughout 2026: pursuing diplomatic channels while signalling 
that battlefield resolve will not soften merely because talks are under way, a stance intended to avoid appearing 
to negotiate from a position of weakness. Russia's continued near-daily strikes, including this week's attack on a 
civilian passenger train, reflect Moscow's own established pattern of maintaining military pressure even during 
periods of active diplomatic engagement, a strategy analysts interpret as intended to strengthen Russia's 
negotiating leverage by demonstrating its capacity to inflict continued costs on Ukraine regardless of diplomatic 
developments. 

Implications 

For the immediate diplomatic process, the involvement of high-profile US figures such as Witkoff and Kushner 
suggests the Trump administration continues to view a Ukraine settlement as a priority foreign-policy objective, 
potentially bringing renewed pressure on both parties to reach an agreement, though the administration's 
parallel, more prominent engagement with Gaza diplomacy discussed elsewhere in this issue illustrates the 
competing demands on its attention. For Ukraine's population, continued strikes on civilian infrastructure, 
including this week's train attack, underscore that diplomatic activity has not yet translated into any meaningful 
reduction in the war's human cost, sustaining significant humanitarian and economic strain. For the broader 
international order, the recurring cycle of announced diplomatic momentum followed by continued fighting risks 
normalising a pattern in which peace processes proceed indefinitely alongside active conflict, a dynamic with 
implications for how other protracted conflicts might similarly evolve. For European partners, continued 
Ukrainian engagement with Gulf states as additional diplomatic channels suggests some diversification away 
from exclusive reliance on Washington-led mediation, a subtle but notable shift in Kyiv's diplomatic strategy. 
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D. Statistics & Facts 

Challenges 

The most persistent challenge remains the fundamental gap between Russian and Ukrainian negotiating 
positions on territorial questions, first placed directly on the agenda in February but still unresolved six months 
later, with neither side having signalled the kind of concession that would be necessary to bridge the gap. A 
second challenge is verifying genuine diplomatic intent from Moscow, given the Kremlin's own past framing of 
Western support for Ukraine as inconsistent with sincere peace-seeking, a position that complicates 
trust-building even when direct talks occur. A third challenge is sustaining Western public and political support 
for continued engagement given the war's now five-year duration, particularly as competing global crises, 
including the Middle East conflicts discussed elsewhere in this issue, draw attention and resources away from 
Ukraine. A fourth challenge is the practical difficulty of negotiating a durable settlement while active hostilities, 
including strikes on civilian infrastructure, continue essentially uninterrupted, since such attacks tend to harden 
rather than soften each side's negotiating posture. 

Opportunities 

The continued, active involvement of senior US officials in the process offers a genuine opportunity to leverage 
American diplomatic weight toward a breakthrough, particularly if Washington is willing to apply consistent 
pressure on both parties rather than favouring either side disproportionately. Ukraine's diversification toward 
Gulf-based diplomatic channels offers an opportunity to bring additional mediators with potentially useful 
leverage or credibility with Moscow into the process, complementing rather than replacing Western-led efforts. 
The passage of time, while costly, has also allowed both sides to develop a clearer sense of the war's likely 
long-term trajectory absent a settlement, potentially creating space for more realistic negotiating positions than 
existed earlier in the conflict. Renewed international attention generated by Zelensky's diplomatic 
announcements offers an opportunity to mobilise further humanitarian and reconstruction planning, even in 
advance of a full political settlement, to prepare for eventual recovery. 

Way Forward 

The United States and its partners should maintain sustained, senior-level engagement in the mediation 
process, ensuring that competing global priorities, including the Middle East, do not crowd out the diplomatic 
attention needed to sustain momentum toward a Ukraine settlement. Ukraine and its Western partners should 
continue coordinating closely on the substance of any proposed settlement terms, avoiding a scenario in which 
parallel bilateral channels, including with Gulf states, produce inconsistent or competing frameworks. 
International monitors and humanitarian organisations should continue documenting the war's civilian toll, 
including attacks on infrastructure such as this week's train strike, to maintain accurate public awareness of the 
conflict's ongoing costs even amid diplomatic activity. Finally, all parties should explore interim, 
confidence-building measures, such as limited local ceasefires or humanitarian corridors, that could reduce 
civilian harm even while the broader territorial and political questions remain unresolved. 

 

 

5th Feb 17-18 340 67 
Year of the Russia-Ukraine war 

as of 2026 

Dates of the Geneva trilateral 

talks placing territory on the 

agenda 

Passengers evacuated after the 

Odesa train strike 

Children among those 

evacuated in the Odesa train 

strike 

• Zelensky announced new conversations with mediators would occur 'next week' during remarks made on 
Sunday, August 9, 2026. 

• A Russian Shahed drone struck a passenger train in Ukraine's Odesa region on August 13, 2026, killing the 
driver and his assistant. 

• 340 passengers, including 67 children, were evacuated following the Odesa train strike in the Berezivka 
district. 

• The February 17-18, 2026 Geneva trilateral talks marked the first time territorial issues were placed directly 
on the negotiating agenda. 
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E. Quotable Quotes 

F. Examiner's Perspective 

G. Vocabulary Builder 

• Ukraine has pursued negotiation channels in Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, the UAE, Switzerland and the 
United States over the course of 2026. 

• US special envoy Steve Witkoff and presidential son-in-law Jared Kushner are expected to play an active 
diplomatic role in August negotiations. 

• Zelensky received security briefings from PM Serhii Koretskyi and Commander-in-Chief Mykhailo Drapatyi 
this week on the protection of Ukrainian cities. 

• European leaders including the UK, France and Germany have previously issued joint statements 
supporting direct Ukraine-Russia dialogue. 

• Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov has previously voiced scepticism regarding Western military support for 
Ukraine during ongoing peace talks. 

• Ukrainian drone strikes have caused power outages, fuel shortages and communications disruption in 
Russian-annexed Crimea in recent reporting. 

• Zelensky separately proposed direct talks with President Putin via an open letter earlier in 2026. 

• The conflict has continued for over four and a half years as of this week, having begun in February 2022. 
 

“There will be new conversations with mediators next week, specifically on the steps and proposals that are 

needed. Ukraine is as always active in diplomacy.” 

— Volodymyr Zelensky, President of Ukraine (August 9, 2026) 
 

“There will be a fully justified response. Every Russian strike will be met with our response.” 

— Volodymyr Zelensky, President of Ukraine (August 9, 2026) 
 

“Ukraine remains in daily contact with representatives of US President Donald Trump and expects diplomatic 
efforts to intensify as early as August.” 

— Volodymyr Zelensky, President of Ukraine (August 2026) 

 

Essay: Assess the prospects for a durable Russia-Ukraine peace settlement in 2026, given the recurring cycle 
of diplomatic announcements and continued military engagement. 

Current Affairs: Discuss the role of US envoys Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner in the Russia-Ukraine peace 
process and evaluate their significance for the negotiation's trajectory. 

Pakistan Affairs: Analyse how the prolonged Russia-Ukraine war has affected Pakistan's economic and 
diplomatic interests, including energy prices and grain markets. 

Interview: How would you explain to a general audience why repeated diplomatic announcements about the 
Russia-Ukraine war have not yet produced a ceasefire? 

 

 

Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Mediation The process of facilitating negotiation 
between conflicting parties through a 
neutral third party 

third-party facilitation Gulf states have offered mediation 
channels in the Russia-Ukraine peace 
process. 

Territorial dispute A disagreement between states or parties 
over control of land 

land-sovereignty 
conflict 

The territorial dispute remains the core 
unresolved issue in the peace talks. 

Special envoy A diplomat appointed for a specific mission 
or negotiation outside normal diplomatic 
channels 

diplomatic 
representative 

Steve Witkoff has served as a special 
envoy in the Ukraine negotiations. 
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H. CSS/PMS Complete Question Bank 

 

Word Meaning Synonym Example 

War fatigue Declining public or political willingness to 
continue supporting a prolonged conflict 

conflict exhaustion War fatigue among some Western 
publics complicates sustained support for 
Ukraine. 

Confidence-buildi 
ng measure 

A limited, low-risk action intended to build 
trust between conflicting parties 

trust-building step A local ceasefire could serve as a 
confidence-building measure. 

Civilian 
infrastructure 

Non-military facilities and systems, such as 
transport or energy networks, serving the 
general population 

public infrastructure The Odesa train strike targeted civilian 
infrastructure. 

Negotiating 
leverage 

The relative power or advantage a party 
holds in a negotiation 

bargaining power Continued strikes are seen as an attempt 
to preserve Russia's negotiating 
leverage. 

Diplomatic 
diversification 

The pursuit of multiple, varied channels for 
diplomatic engagement rather than reliance 
on one 

channel diversification Ukraine's outreach to Gulf states reflects 
diplomatic diversification. 

Humanitarian 
corridor 

A designated safe passage allowing 
civilians or aid to move during conflict 

safe passage route Humanitarian corridors could reduce 
civilian harm even absent a full 
settlement. 

Protracted 
conflict 

A conflict that continues over an extended 
period without resolution 

prolonged conflict The Russia-Ukraine war is now a 
protracted conflict entering its fifth year. 

Reconstruction 
planning 

Preparatory work for rebuilding 
infrastructure and institutions after conflict 
ends 

post-war rebuilding 
preparation 

International partners are engaged in 
reconstruction planning for Ukraine. 

Bilateral channel A direct line of communication or 
negotiation between two parties 

two-party channel Ukraine maintains bilateral channels with 
several potential mediating states. 

 

 
MCQ 
When did the trilateral Russia-US-Ukraine talks in Geneva first place territorial questions directly on the 
negotiating agenda? 

(a) December 2025 (b) February 17-18, 2026 (c) June 2026 (d) August 2026 

Answer: February 17-18, 2026 
 

Pakistan Affairs Questions 
• Discuss the impact of the prolonged Russia-Ukraine war on Pakistan's energy import costs and food 
security, particularly wheat markets. 

• Examine Pakistan's diplomatic position on the Russia-Ukraine conflict and assess the balancing 
considerations involved. 

• Critically evaluate the relevance of the Russia-Ukraine peace process to Pakistan's own foreign-policy 
interests. 

Current Affairs Questions 
• Analyse the role of United States envoys in facilitating the 2026 Russia-Ukraine peace process. 

• Discuss the challenges of negotiating a durable ceasefire while active hostilities, including attacks on 
civilian infrastructure, continue. 

• Evaluate the significance of Ukraine's diplomatic outreach to Gulf states as an additional mediation 
channel. 

Short Question 

State the date and location of the trilateral talks that first placed Russia-Ukraine territorial questions on the 
negotiating agenda. 

Analytical Question 
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Analytically assess why repeated rounds of diplomacy in the Russia-Ukraine war have failed to produce a 
durable ceasefire, drawing on this week's developments. 

Essay Topic 
Diplomacy Under Fire: Can Talks and Warfare Coexist in the Search for a Russia-Ukraine Settlement? 

 
 

Further In-Depth Study 
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/08/09/8048001/ 

https://newsukraine.rbc.ua/news/ukraine-expects-diplomatic-push-in-august-1785872407.html 

https://baike.baidu.com/en/item/2026%20Russia-Ukraine%20Peace%20Talks/1523882 

https://www.euronews.com/news/international 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/08/09/8048001/
https://newsukraine.rbc.ua/news/ukraine-expects-diplomatic-push-in-august-1785872407.html
https://baike.baidu.com/en/item/2026%20Russia-Ukraine%20Peace%20Talks/1523882
https://www.euronews.com/news/international
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A. Executive Summary 

B. Key Arguments 

 
 

More than a week after Turkiye, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan signed the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement in 
Mecca on August 7, international attention this week increasingly turned from the pact's immediate signing to its 
longer-term architectural implications, as Turkish officials made clear that the trilateral arrangement is intended 
as a foundation rather than a finished structure. Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan told the state news 
agency Anadolu, citing President Recep Tayyip Erdogan's vision, that "we should not remain limited to three 
countries" and that the alliance should "grow and, if necessary, bring other countries under this umbrella," a 
statement widely read across regional media as confirmation that Ankara sees the pact as the nucleus of a 
broader Muslim-world collective security framework rather than a narrow, one-off bilateral-plus-one 
arrangement. 

Analysts have been careful to qualify comparisons to NATO, which the pact's collective-defence clause 
superficially resembles, while noting the substantive institutional gap between the two: NATO rests on more 
than seven decades of accumulated command structures, standardised military procedures and integrated 
planning, whereas the Mecca pact, as Turkish officials themselves have acknowledged, still requires the 
ministerial committee, political and military committees, and permanent secretariat that would give its 
collective-defence pledge operational substance. Even so, the Atlantic Council has described the pact as 
representing "an inflection point in the emerging multipolar order in the Middle East and South Asia," combining, 
as Al Jazeera's capability assessment detailed, a top oil exporter, NATO's second-largest army and the Muslim 
world's only nuclear arsenal into a single security bloc. Egypt has emerged as the most closely watched 
potential fourth member, having held preliminary quadrilateral discussions with the other three states on the 
sidelines of the March 2026 Riyadh Summit, though Cairo's existing security commitments to Greece and 
Cyprus, along with its historic reluctance to bind itself to open-ended mutual-defence obligations, continue to 
complicate its path toward formal membership. 

The pact's emergence reflects a broader structural shift analysts have linked to declining confidence, across 
multiple Muslim-majority states, in the reliability of traditional external security guarantees amid a Middle East 
reshaped by the ongoing US-Israel-Iran war. Whether the Mecca framework ultimately evolves into the kind of 
durable, institutionalised security architecture its founders envision, or remains a symbolically significant but 
operationally limited trilateral arrangement, will depend heavily on decisions made in the coming months 
regarding its institutional design, membership criteria and, crucially, how its signatories navigate the tension 
between the pact's stated defensive, non-Iran-directed character and the regional tensions with Tehran that 
catalysed its creation in the first place, a dynamic CSS and PMS aspirants should track closely as one of the 
defining international relations stories of 2026. 

 

• Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan stated that Ankara, under President Erdogan's vision, wants the 
Mecca pact to expand beyond its three founding members. 

• The pact's collective-defence clause has drawn comparisons to NATO's Article 5, though analysts stress 
the two arrangements differ substantially in institutional maturity. 

• The Atlantic Council described the pact as representing an inflection point in the emerging multipolar order 
across the Middle East and South Asia. 

• The three signatories combine a top global oil exporter (Saudi Arabia), NATO's second-largest army 
(Turkiye) and the Muslim world's only nuclear arsenal (Pakistan). 

• Egypt has held preliminary quadrilateral discussions with the pact's three founding members on the 
sidelines of the March 2026 Riyadh Summit of Arab and Islamic nations. 

 
I-06 

The Mecca Pact and the Emerging Muslim-World Security 
Architecture 
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• Egypt's existing security agreements with Greece and Cyprus present a structural obstacle to its formal 
accession to the pact. 

• Turkish officials have proposed the pact eventually adopt a ministerial committee, political and military 
committees, and a permanent secretariat. 

• Turkiye's security relationship network already extends to Qatar, Syria and Libya, with the Mecca pact 
adding further density to this broader framework. 

• Analysts describe the pact's emergence as reflecting declining regional confidence in the reliability of 
traditional external security guarantees. 

• The pact was signed against the backdrop of Saudi Arabia's exposure to Iranian drone strikes following the 
outbreak of the wider regional war in February 2026. 

• Islamabad-based defence analysts have cautioned against interpreting the pact as directed against Iran or 
any specific state. 

• The pact builds on an earlier bilateral Saudi-Pakistan mutual defence agreement signed the previous year. 

• Regional commentary has noted the pact could reshape the broader security architecture of both the 
Middle East and South Asia simultaneously, given its members' geographic spread. 

• The pact's declared openness to new members positions it as a potentially expandable framework rather 
than a fixed, closed alliance structure. 

• Analysts note the pact combines significant but differing national capabilities: Pakistani manpower and 
nuclear deterrence, Saudi financial resources and Turkish military-industrial capacity. 

• The pact's long-term significance will depend on decisions taken in coming months regarding institutional 
design and membership criteria. 

 

 
Causes 

The push to expand the Mecca pact beyond its founding trio reflects Turkiye's longstanding ambition, well 
established prior to this pact, to position itself as the organising hub of a broader Muslim-world security network, 
an ambition already visible in its existing security relationships with Qatar, Syria and Libya. Saudi Arabia's own 
openness to expansion reflects its acute post-February vulnerability to Iranian strikes, which exposed the limits 
of its historically dominant reliance on US security guarantees and created strong incentive to diversify and 
deepen regional security partnerships. Pakistan's participation, and its own interest in seeing the framework 
expand, reflects a parallel calculation: a larger, more institutionalised pact would distribute the practical burden 
of collective-defence commitments across more members, reducing the risk that Pakistan alone becomes 
disproportionately exposed to obligations arising from Gulf-Iran tensions in which it has limited direct stake. 
Egypt's cautious, preliminary engagement without formal commitment reflects Cairo's characteristic strategic 
caution, balancing interest in deeper Gulf security ties against its unwillingness to complicate existing 
Mediterranean-facing security commitments. 

Implications 

If the pact does expand to include Egypt or other states, it would meaningfully alter the balance of military and 
economic power across the Middle East and South Asia, creating a bloc with combined capabilities rivalling 
established regional powers and potentially reshaping alignments with existing frameworks such as NATO, the 
Gulf Cooperation Council and various UN Security Council permanent members' regional engagement 
strategies. For Iran specifically, continued pact expansion, even if framed as non-directed against any state, is 
likely to be perceived in Tehran as a consolidating counterweight, a dynamic with direct implications for the 
prospects of de-escalating the broader regional war discussed elsewhere in this issue. For the United States, a 
more institutionalised, autonomous Muslim-world security architecture could reduce Washington's traditional 
leverage over regional security dynamics, even as US officials have not publicly opposed the pact's formation. 
For smaller regional states not yet party to the pact, its expansion could create pressure to align formally with 
one regional security framework or another, narrowing the space for strategic non-alignment that some states 
have historically preferred. 
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Challenges 

The central institutional challenge is translating a political commitment to collective defence into the kind of 
standing command structures, interoperable military planning and sustained funding mechanisms that give an 
alliance genuine operational credibility, a process that took NATO decades to develop even with far greater 
initial resource commitment from its founding members. A second challenge is managing the pact's expansion 
without diluting its cohesion, since adding members with divergent strategic priorities, such as Egypt's 
Mediterranean-facing security concerns, could complicate consensus-based decision-making as the bloc grows. 
A third challenge is sustaining the pact's stated non-Iran-directed framing credibly as it potentially expands and 
as regional tensions with Tehran persist, since any perceived drift toward an explicitly anti-Iran posture could 
undermine the pact's founders' stated defensive rationale and complicate their individual bilateral relationships 
with Iran. A fourth challenge lies in balancing the pact's ambitions against the fiscal and military capacity 
constraints facing at least some of its potential members. 

Opportunities 

A more institutionalised, expanded Mecca framework offers its members a genuine opportunity to build durable, 
autonomous regional security capacity less dependent on external great-power guarantees whose reliability 
recent events have called into question. For Pakistan specifically, continued pact development offers an 
opportunity to deepen economic and security ties with Gulf partners simultaneously, potentially unlocking further 
investment alongside the security cooperation already under way. For the wider Muslim world, a credible, 
well-institutionalised collective-security framework could, over time, provide a more effective platform for 
coordinated crisis response, from natural disasters to shared security threats, than existing looser multilateral 
bodies such as the OIC have historically achieved. The pact's development also offers regional states an 
opportunity to shape the terms of an emerging multipolar order proactively, rather than reacting to security 
arrangements designed primarily by external powers. 

Way Forward 

The pact's founding members should prioritise establishing the proposed ministerial committee, political and 
military committees, and permanent secretariat promptly, giving the collective-defence commitment institutional 
substance before further expansion complicates consensus-building. Engagement with Egypt and other 
potential members should proceed incrementally, potentially through observer status or limited functional 
cooperation agreements that allow interested states to build familiarity and trust with the framework before 
committing to full collective-defence obligations. The pact's founders should maintain consistent, coordinated 
diplomatic messaging emphasising its defensive character and continued openness to dialogue with Iran, to 
prevent the framework's development from foreclosing broader regional de-escalation efforts. Finally, 
independent regional and international analysts should continue tracking the pact's institutional development 
closely, since its evolution from political declaration to operational alliance, or its stagnation as a largely 
symbolic arrangement, will significantly shape the Middle East and South Asia's security architecture for years to 
come. 

 

 

3 Mar 2026 1.4m+ 2nd 
Founding signatories: Pakistan, 

Saudi Arabia, Turkiye 

Riyadh Summit where 

quadrilateral talks with Egypt 

were first held 

Combined active military 

personnel across the three 

founding states 

Turkiye's ranking for army size 

within NATO 

• The Mecca Joint Defence Agreement was signed on August 7, 2026, by Turkiye, Saudi Arabia and 
Pakistan. 

• Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan publicly confirmed Ankara's ambition to expand the pact beyond its 
three founding members. 

• Preliminary quadrilateral talks involving Egypt were held on the sidelines of the March 2026 Riyadh Summit 
of Arab and Islamic nations. 
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F. Examiner's Perspective 

G. Vocabulary Builder 

• Turkey's foreign minister has previously indicated Egypt could join the pact once technical matters are 
resolved. 

• Egypt's existing security agreements with Greece and Cyprus present obstacles to its potential accession 
to the pact. 

• The three founding signatories combine roughly 1.4 million active military personnel, 3,400 aircraft, 6,000 
tanks and more than 340 naval assets. 

• Turkiye possesses NATO's second-largest army among the alliance's member states. 

• Pakistan is the only nuclear-armed state among the Mecca pact's founding members and within the Muslim 
world more broadly. 

• Turkiye's existing security relationship network extends to Qatar, Syria and Libya, alongside its NATO 
membership. 

• The pact builds on an earlier bilateral Saudi-Pakistan mutual defence agreement signed the previous year. 

• The Atlantic Council has described the pact as an inflection point in the emerging multipolar order in the 
Middle East and South Asia. 

• Turkish officials have proposed the pact eventually include a ministerial committee, political and military 
committees, and a permanent secretariat. 

• The pact was signed against the backdrop of Saudi Arabia's exposure to Iranian drone strikes following the 
outbreak of the regional war in February 2026. 

 

“Under our president's vision, we should not remain limited to three countries. We should grow and, if 
necessary, bring other countries under this umbrella.” 

— Hakan Fidan, Foreign Minister of Turkiye (August 2026) 
 

“The Mecca Joint Defense Agreement signed by the leaders of Turkey, Pakistan, and Saudi Arabia today 
represents an inflection point in the emerging multipolar order in the Middle East and South Asia.” 

— Atlantic Council experts, Atlantic Council analysis (August 7, 2026) 
 

“The agreement was signed during a period of heightened regional tensions, but it should not be interpreted 

as being directed against Iran or another country.” 

— Abdullah Khan, Islamabad-based defence analyst (August 2026) 

 

Essay: Assess the prospects for the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement to evolve into a durable, institutionalised 
Muslim-world security architecture comparable to established alliances such as NATO. 

Current Affairs: Discuss the strategic significance of Egypt's potential accession to the Mecca pact and the 
obstacles that continue to complicate it. 

Pakistan Affairs: Analyse the long-term implications for Pakistan of participating in an expanding, 
institutionalising regional security framework alongside Saudi Arabia and Turkiye. 

Interview: How would you respond to the argument that the Mecca pact is simply a symbolic gesture rather 
than a substantive security commitment? 

 

 

Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Collective 
security 
framework 

An arrangement in which multiple states 
commit to mutual defence against external 
threats 

mutual security 
alliance 

The Mecca pact is envisioned as the 
nucleus of a broader collective security 
framework. 
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H. CSS/PMS Complete Question Bank 

 

Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Institutional 
maturity 

The degree to which an organisation has 
developed established structures, 
procedures and capacity 

organisational 
development 

The pact currently lacks the institutional 
maturity of NATO. 

Quadrilateral Involving four parties four-way Quadrilateral talks with Egypt were held 
on the sidelines of the Riyadh Summit. 

Standing 
command 
structure 

A permanent organisational framework for 
coordinating military planning and 
operations 

permanent military 
command 

NATO's standing command structure 
took decades to develop. 

Strategic 
non-alignment 

A foreign-policy stance avoiding formal 
commitment to any major power bloc 

non-bloc policy Some smaller regional states have 
historically  preferred  strategic 
non-alignment. 

Interoperability 
(military) 

The capacity of different countries' armed 
forces to operate together effectively 

joint operational 
capability 

Interoperability among the pact's forces 
remains underdeveloped. 

Nucleus 
(organisational) 

A central, foundational core around which 
something larger may develop 

founding core Analysts view the trilateral pact as the 
nucleus of a wider alliance. 

Observer status A form of limited, non-binding participation 
in an international organisation or 
agreement 

limited participation 
status 

Egypt could be offered observer status 
before full accession to the pact. 

Bloc formation The process by which states coalesce into 
an organised political or military grouping 

alliance-building The Mecca pact reflects a broader trend 
of regional bloc formation. 

Great-power 
reliance 

A state's dependence on a major global 
power for security or economic support 

dependence on a 
dominant power 

The pact reflects declining Gulf 
confidence in traditional great-power 
reliance. 

Security 
architecture 

The overall structure of alliances, 
institutions and arrangements shaping a 
region's security 

regional security 
framework 

The pact could reshape the Middle East's 
broader security architecture. 

Consensus-based 
decision-making 

A governance approach requiring general 
agreement among all members before 
action is taken 

collective agreement 
process 

Expanding membership could complicate 
the pact's consensus-based 
decision-making. 

 

 
MCQ 
Which country's foreign minister publicly stated that the Mecca pact should not remain limited to three 
countries? 

(a) Saudi Arabia (b) Pakistan (c) Turkiye (d) Egypt 

Answer: Turkiye 
 

Pakistan Affairs Questions 
• Discuss the strategic benefits and risks for Pakistan of participating in an expanding, institutionalising 
Mecca Joint Defence Agreement. 

• Examine how Pakistan's nuclear status shapes its role within the Mecca pact relative to its Saudi and 
Turkish partners. 

• Critically assess whether Pakistan's participation in the pact could complicate its bilateral relationship with 
Iran. 

Current Affairs Questions 
• Analyse the institutional steps required for the Mecca pact to evolve from a political declaration into an 
operational security alliance. 

• Discuss the obstacles facing Egypt's potential accession to the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement. 

• Evaluate the significance of the Mecca pact for the broader multipolar reordering of Middle Eastern and 
South Asian security relationships. 

Short Question 
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Name the country whose foreign minister has publicly advocated for expanding the Mecca pact beyond its 
founding members. 

Analytical Question 
Analytically assess whether the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement is more accurately characterised as an 
emerging institutionalised alliance or a largely symbolic political declaration at this stage. 

Essay Topic 
Building an Alliance From Scratch: Can the Mecca Pact Become a Durable Muslim-World Security Architecture? 

 
 

Further In-Depth Study 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/8/9/which-other-countries-could-join-the-turkiye-saudi-pakistan-defence-pact 

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/dispatches/why-saudi-arabia-pakistan-and-turkey-just-signed-a-defense-pact/ 

https://mepei.com/the-mecca-joint-defense-agreement-and-the-limits-of-gulf-strategic-autonomy/ 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/8/7/new-regional-order-pakistan-turkiye-saudi-arabia 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/8/9/which-other-countries-could-join-the-turkiye-saudi-pakistan-defence-pact
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/dispatches/why-saudi-arabia-pakistan-and-turkey-just-signed-a-defense-pact/
https://mepei.com/the-mecca-joint-defense-agreement-and-the-limits-of-gulf-strategic-autonomy/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/8/7/new-regional-order-pakistan-turkiye-saudi-arabia


 

 



ICEP's CSS Weekly | Issue 13 | Lahore | August 15, 2026 | For CSS/PMS Aspirants Page 96 
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A six-day standoff in the West Bank village of Qusra, south of Nablus, escalated sharply this week after Israeli 
settlers established an outpost blocking the homes of two Palestinian families, prompting a major Israeli military 
operation and drawing rare, pointed criticism from a senior US official. Israeli soldiers entered several homes in 
the village on Wednesday as part of an operation to evacuate the settler outposts, but reversed course hours 
later, announcing troops would not remain stationed inside inhabited homes, according to residents who spoke 
to reporters, even as most soldiers subsequently withdrew from the properties overnight. US Ambassador to 
Israel Mike Huckabee, a figure not previously associated with public criticism of settler activity, publicly 
condemned the actions of the settlers besieging the home of an American-Palestinian family in the village, a 
rare instance of direct American censure of West Bank settler conduct that drew notice precisely because of 
Huckabee's own well-established sympathies toward the settlement movement. 

The Qusra episode is unfolding against a broader backdrop of intensifying settler activity across the West Bank 
this year, with Israeli Defence Minister Israel Katz attending a ceremony this week marking the return to the 
former settlement of Ganim in the northern West Bank, a site evacuated in 2005 as part of Israel's unilateral 
disengagement plan, a symbolically charged event that Palestinian and international observers read as further 
evidence of a broader push to expand settlement presence in areas previously evacuated. The violence and 
accompanying political signalling come as Israel heads toward its October 27 general election, with Prime 
Minister Netanyahu's rejection of the US-backed Gaza disarmament plan, discussed elsewhere in this issue, 
occurring in the same week, suggesting a broader pattern in which Netanyahu's government is positioning itself 
firmly toward its right-wing and settler-aligned political base ahead of a consequential vote in which polls 
suggest his coalition's majority is at risk. 

For the international community, the Qusra standoff illustrates the recurring tension between Israel's stated 
commitment to rule of law within the West Bank and the practical reality of settler outposts frequently operating 
with limited restraint, a tension that has drawn condemnation even from historically sympathetic quarters this 
week. With protests against Israeli tourism visible as far afield as the Greek port of Piraeus, and displaced 
Palestinians in Gaza simultaneously struggling for basic water access according to this week's wire reporting, 
the convergence of West Bank settler escalation with the stalled Gaza disarmament process paints a picture of 
an Israeli government whose domestic political incentives, ahead of October's election, appear increasingly at 
odds with the de-escalatory pressure being applied by its international partners, a dynamic essential for CSS 
and PMS aspirants to track when analysing the broader trajectory of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict this year. 

 

• A six-day standoff in the West Bank village of Qusra escalated this week after settlers established an 
outpost blocking the homes of two Palestinian families. 

• Israeli soldiers entered several homes in Qusra on Wednesday as part of an operation to evacuate the 
settler outposts, before reversing course hours later. 

• Troops subsequently withdrew from most homes overnight, according to residents, after the military 
announced it would not remain stationed inside inhabited properties. 

• US Ambassador to Israel Mike Huckabee publicly condemned the settlers besieging the home of an 
American-Palestinian family in Qusra. 

• Huckabee's condemnation was notable given his own well-established sympathies toward Israel's 
settlement movement, making the criticism a rare instance of direct US censure of settler conduct. 

 
I-07 

West Bank Settler Violence in Qusra Escalates Ahead of 
Israel's October Election 
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• Israeli Defence Minister Israel Katz attended a ceremony this week marking the return to the former 
settlement of Ganim, evacuated in 2005 under Israel's disengagement plan. 

• The Qusra standoff and the Ganim ceremony both occurred in the same week Netanyahu rejected the 
US-backed Gaza disarmament plan discussed elsewhere in this issue. 

• Israel's next general election is scheduled for October 27, 2026, with polls suggesting Netanyahu's coalition 
risks losing its majority. 

• Protests against Israeli tourism were reported this week as far away as the Greek port of Piraeus, near 
Athens. 

• Displaced Palestinians in Gaza were reported this week to be struggling for basic access to fresh water 
amid ongoing humanitarian strain. 

• The Qusra standoff illustrates a recurring tension between Israel's stated commitment to rule of law and the 
practical conduct of settler outposts in the West Bank. 

• International observers have read the Ganim return ceremony as evidence of a broader push to expand 
settlement presence in previously evacuated areas. 

• The convergence of West Bank escalation and the stalled Gaza process suggests a broader rightward 
political positioning by Netanyahu's government ahead of the October election. 

• Settler outposts of the kind established in Qusra frequently operate without formal Israeli government 
authorisation, though enforcement against them has historically been inconsistent. 

• The IDF's initial entry into and subsequent withdrawal from inhabited Qusra homes drew criticism from 
residents over the operation's handling. 

• The episode adds to a documented pattern of rising settler-related incidents across the West Bank during 
2026. 

 

 
Causes 

The Qusra standoff reflects a broader pattern of settler expansion activity that has intensified through 2026, 
driven by ideological settler movements emboldened by a governing coalition that includes ministers 
sympathetic to expanded Jewish presence throughout the West Bank, alongside a security environment in 
which the broader regional war has arguably reduced the relative international attention paid to West Bank 
developments compared to Gaza and the wider Iran conflict. The specific timing of this week's escalation, 
occurring alongside the Ganim return ceremony attended by Defence Minister Katz, suggests a degree of tacit 
or at least permissive official tolerance for settlement activity in previously evacuated areas, even if the 
government has not formally authorised the specific Qusra outposts. Netanyahu's parallel rejection of the Gaza 
disarmament plan the same week reflects a coherent political logic: with the October election approaching and 
his coalition's majority at risk, positioning firmly toward the settler and nationalist-religious political base, which 
has historically been a critical component of his governing coalitions, offers a more reliable electoral strategy 
than pursuing policies that risk alienating that base even if they might satisfy international partners. 

Implications 

For Palestinian residents of Qusra and similarly affected West Bank communities, continued settler outpost 
activity, even when eventually challenged by Israeli military operations as occurred this week, imposes direct, 
immediate harm through loss of access to homes and property, compounding the community's exposure to 
violence and displacement pressure. For US-Israel relations, Ambassador Huckabee's rare public criticism 
signals that even historically sympathetic American officials are finding current settler conduct difficult to defend 
publicly, a development that could presage broader friction between Washington and Jerusalem if such 
incidents continue to recur during a period when the Trump administration is also managing tension over the 
Gaza disarmament plan's rejection. For Israel's October election, the government's apparent rightward 
positioning on both the West Bank and Gaza fronts this week suggests Netanyahu is calculating that 
consolidating his nationalist-religious base offers better electoral prospects than moderating positions to appeal 
to a broader electorate, a strategy with significant implications for the shape of Israel's next government. For the 
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broader international community, the juxtaposition of West Bank settler escalation, stalled Gaza diplomacy and 
continuing humanitarian strain paints a picture of an increasingly fragmented, crisis-prone Israeli-Palestinian 
landscape ahead of a consequential Israeli election. 

Challenges 

A persistent challenge is the gap between Israel's formal legal framework, under which unauthorised settler 
outposts are technically illegal, and the practical, inconsistent enforcement against them, which has allowed 
outposts like the one in Qusra to establish themselves and generate prolonged standoffs before facing any 
military response. A second challenge is the risk of further escalation, since incidents of this kind have 
historically had the potential to trigger wider cycles of Palestinian and settler violence, particularly during periods 
of heightened political tension surrounding an approaching Israeli election. A third challenge is the difficulty 
international partners, including the United States, face in applying meaningful pressure on West Bank 
settlement policy while simultaneously managing more urgent, higher-profile diplomatic priorities such as the 
Gaza disarmament impasse and the broader regional war. A fourth challenge is the risk that continued settler 
expansion in previously evacuated areas, such as Ganim, could further complicate any eventual comprehensive 
Israeli-Palestinian settlement discussions by creating new facts on the ground. 

Opportunities 

Ambassador Huckabee's public criticism, however limited in scope, offers a potential opening for renewed, more 
consistent US engagement on West Bank settler conduct specifically, distinct from the broader Gaza-focused 
diplomacy that has dominated recent American attention. International attention generated by the Qusra 
standoff could be leveraged by human-rights organisations and international mediators to press for more 
consistent Israeli enforcement against unauthorised settler outposts, framed as a matter of Israel's own stated 
rule-of-law commitments rather than solely a Palestinian rights issue. The approaching October election, while 
currently driving a rightward political calculation, also offers longer-term opportunity, since a change in Israel's 
governing coalition following the vote could open space for a different approach to West Bank settlement policy. 
Coordinated international attention to both the Gaza and West Bank tracks simultaneously, rather than treating 
them as separate issues, could strengthen the overall coherence and effectiveness of international engagement 
on the broader Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

Way Forward 

The United States and other international partners should build on this week's rare public criticism of settler 
conduct to press consistently for more effective Israeli enforcement against unauthorised West Bank outposts, 
distinguishing this issue clearly from the separate, though related, Gaza disarmament negotiations. International 
human-rights monitors should continue documenting settler-related incidents systematically, providing an 
accurate evidentiary record that can inform both immediate diplomatic responses and any future accountability 
discussions. Israeli authorities should be encouraged to apply consistent, transparent legal standards to settler 
outposts regardless of the political sensitivities involved, particularly given the risk that inconsistent enforcement 
fuels further cycles of violence. Finally, the international community should continue treating West Bank and 
Gaza developments as interconnected components of the broader Israeli-Palestinian conflict, ensuring that 
diplomatic bandwidth devoted to one track does not come entirely at the expense of sustained attention to the 
other. 

 

 

6 2005 Oct 27 60-70% 
Days the settler siege of two 

Qusra families' homes had 

lasted 

Year Ganim settlement was 

evacuated under Israel's 

disengagement plan 

Date of Israel's upcoming 

general election 

Estimated share of Gaza under 

Israeli control, for context 

• Settlers set up an outpost blocking the homes of two Palestinian families in Qusra for six days before this 
week's Israeli military operation. 

• Israeli soldiers entered several homes in Qusra on Wednesday, August 12, 2026, as part of an operation to 
evacuate the settler outposts. 
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• Most soldiers had withdrawn from the inhabited homes by the following morning, according to residents. 

• US Ambassador to Israel Mike Huckabee publicly condemned the settlers besieging an 
American-Palestinian family's home in Qusra. 

• Israeli Defence Minister Israel Katz attended a ceremony marking the return to the former Ganim 
settlement, evacuated in 2005 under Israel's disengagement plan. 

• Qusra is located south of Nablus in the northern West Bank. 

• Protests against a cruise ship carrying Israeli tourists were reported at the Port of Piraeus, near Athens, this 
week. 

• Displaced Palestinians in central Gaza's Deir al-Balah were reported this week to be struggling to access 
fresh water. 

• Israel's next general election is scheduled for October 27, 2026. 

• Netanyahu's coalition faces polling that suggests it risks losing its parliamentary majority in the upcoming 
election. 

• The Qusra escalation occurred in the same week as Netanyahu's rejection of the US-backed Gaza 
disarmament plan, discussed elsewhere in this issue. 

• Israel's disengagement plan, under which Ganim was evacuated, was implemented unilaterally in 2005. 
 

“Settlers set up an outpost that has been blocking the homes of two families on the edge of the village for the 
past six days, prompting a major IDF operation and widespread international condemnation.” 

— Times of Israel liveblog, News reporting (August 14, 2026) 

 

Essay: Assess the significance of rare US criticism of West Bank settler conduct for the future trajectory of 
US-Israel relations on settlement policy. 

Current Affairs: Discuss how domestic Israeli electoral politics ahead of the October 2026 election is shaping 
the government's approach to both West Bank settlements and the Gaza disarmament process. 

Pakistan Affairs: Analyse Pakistan's diplomatic position on West Bank settlement expansion and evaluate its 
consistency with Pakistan's broader stance on the Palestinian question. 

Interview: How would you explain to a policy audience why enforcement against illegal settler outposts remains 
inconsistent despite their formal illegality under Israeli law? 

 

 

Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Settler outpost A small, often unauthorised Israeli 
settlement established in the West Bank 

unauthorised 
settlement 

The settler outpost in Qusra blocked 
access to two Palestinian families' 
homes. 

Disengagement 
plan 

Israel's 2005 policy of unilaterally 
withdrawing settlers and military forces from 
certain territories 

unilateral withdrawal 
policy 

Ganim was evacuated under Israel's 
2005 disengagement plan. 

Rule of law The principle that all individuals and 
institutions are subject to and accountable 
under the law 

legal accountability 
principle 

Inconsistent enforcement against 
outposts undermines Israel's rule-of-law 
claims. 

Diplomatic 
censure 

Formal, public criticism issued by a 
diplomatic official or government 

official condemnation Huckabee's remarks amounted to a rare 
diplomatic censure of settler conduct. 

Facts on the 
ground 

Physical or demographic changes that 
influence future political negotiations 

situational realities Continued settlement expansion creates 
new facts on the ground. 
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H. CSS/PMS Complete Question Bank 

 

Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Electoral calculus The strategic considerations a politician 
weighs to maximise electoral support 

political strategy Netanyahu's positioning reflects a clear 
electoral calculus ahead of October. 

Nationalist-religio 
us base 

A political constituency defined by 
combined nationalist and religious 
ideological commitments 

religious-nationalist 
bloc 

Netanyahu has consolidated support 
from his nationalist-religious base. 

Humanitarian 
strain 

Severe pressure on basic living conditions 
and access to essential services 

humanitarian 
hardship 

Displaced Palestinians face continued 
humanitarian strain in Gaza. 

International 
condemnation 

Widespread public criticism from multiple 
states or international bodies 

global censure The Qusra siege prompted widespread 
international condemnation. 

Symbolic 
ceremony 

An event whose significance lies primarily in 
its representative or emblematic meaning 

emblematic event The Ganim return ceremony was widely 
read as a symbolic ceremony signalling 
expansion. 

Bilateral friction Tension or disagreement between two 
states in their diplomatic relationship 

diplomatic tension Continued settler incidents risk bilateral 
friction between Washington and 
Jerusalem. 

Political 
consolidation 

The process of strengthening and unifying 
support within a specific political base 

base-building Netanyahu's recent positioning reflects a 
strategy of political consolidation. 

 

 
MCQ 
In which West Bank village did the settler siege escalate this week, drawing US condemnation? 

(a) Qusra (b) Ganim (c) Nablus city centre (d) Beit Sahur 

Answer: Qusra 
 

Pakistan Affairs Questions 
• Discuss Pakistan's traditional diplomatic position on Israeli settlement expansion in the West Bank and its 
consistency with the country's stated support for Palestinian self-determination. 

• Examine how West Bank developments factor into Pakistan's broader foreign-policy engagement with the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

• Critically assess the extent to which Pakistan's diplomatic statements on Palestine translate into concrete 
policy action. 

Current Affairs Questions 
• Analyse the significance of US Ambassador Mike Huckabee's public criticism of West Bank settler conduct 
given his historical sympathies toward the settlement movement. 

• Discuss the relationship between Israel's approaching October 2026 election and the government's current 
approach to West Bank and Gaza policy. 

• Evaluate the risk that continued West Bank settlement expansion poses to prospects for a future 
comprehensive Israeli-Palestinian settlement. 

Short Question 
State the location and approximate duration of the settler siege that escalated into a major Israeli military 
operation this week. 

Analytical Question 
Analytically assess whether rare instances of US criticism of settler conduct, such as this week's remarks by 
Ambassador Huckabee, are likely to translate into sustained policy pressure on Israel. 

Essay Topic 
New Facts on the Ground: West Bank Settlement Expansion and the Shrinking Space for a Two-State Solution 

 
 

Further In-Depth Study 
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https://www.npr.org/sections/world/ 
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Topic: The Widening Middle East War and Its Impact on Global Security, Energy Markets, and Pakistan's 
Foreign Policy 

 
Basis: Drawn from I-01 (Gaza disarmament impasse), I-02 (Strait of Hormuz standoff), I-03 (Houthi Red Sea 
escalation), N-03 (Pakistan's Mecca pact), and I-06 (Mecca pact's regional architecture) — the single theme 
recurring across the largest number of this issue's fourteen articles, touching five of the fourteen, reflecting how 
the US-Israel-Iran war and its regional ripple effects dominated this week's national and international coverage 
alike. 

 
Opening Reference 

On February 28, 2026, the outbreak of direct conflict between the United States, Israel and Iran shattered nearly 
two years of uneasy regional calm, and by mid-August, six months on, its effects had reached from the Strait of 
Hormuz to the Red Sea to the villages of the West Bank to the chancelleries of Islamabad, Riyadh and Ankara, 
illustrating with rare clarity how a single regional war can reorganise the security calculations of states 
thousands of kilometres from its front lines. 

Thesis Statement 

The Middle East war that began in February 2026 has evolved from a bilateral Iran-Israel-US confrontation into 
a structural force reordering Gulf and South Asian security alignments, disrupting global energy and trade flows, 
and testing the capacity of existing multilateral institutions to manage a genuinely multipolar crisis, with 
Pakistan's own foreign policy choices, from the Mecca pact to its continued Iran outreach, offering a instructive 
case study in the constraints and opportunities such a war creates for a middle power navigating it. 

 
Skeleton Outline 

I. Introduction 

A. Contextualise the outbreak of the US-Israel-Iran war on February 28, 2026, and its rapid regionalisation 

B. State the thesis: the war has become a structural, not episodic, force reshaping regional and global order 

C. Preview the essay's three-part structure: energy/economic impact, security realignment, and Pakistan's 
policy response 

II. The War's Direct Military and Humanitarian Dimensions 

A. Trace the conflict's escalation from its February outbreak through mid-2026 

B. Examine the Gaza disarmament impasse as a parallel, entangled crisis within the broader regional war 

C. Assess the humanitarian toll across Gaza, Yemen and the wider conflict zone 

III. Disruption to Global Energy Security via the Strait of Hormuz 

A. Explain Iran's assertion of de facto control over Hormuz and its navigational fee system 

B. Analyse the resulting rise in global energy prices, insurance costs and shipping route diversification 

C. Evaluate UNCTAD's finding that Hormuz-linked disruption is a central driver of slowing global trade growth 
in 2026 

IV. The Red Sea Front: Houthi Escalation and Maritime Insecurity 

A. Trace the Houthi movement's shift from threats to lethal attacks on non-combatant shipping 

B. Examine the direct human cost to third-party states, including Pakistan's maritime workforce 

C. Assess the limits of existing international naval deterrence in the Red Sea corridor 

V. Gulf Security Realignment: The Birth of the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement 

A. Explain the strategic logic behind the trilateral Pakistan-Saudi-Turkiye pact signed August 7, 2026 

FPSC-Pattern CSS Essay Outline 
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B. Analyse the pact's combined capabilities and its ambitions for institutional expansion 

C. Assess the pact as evidence of declining regional confidence in traditional external security guarantees 

VI. Pakistan's Balancing Act: Between the Mecca Pact and Continued Iran Engagement 

A. Examine Pakistan's domestic promotion of the Mecca pact around Independence Day 2026 

B. Analyse the tension between pact commitments and Islamabad's stated intent to deepen ties with Tehran 

C. Assess the risks and opportunities this hedging strategy presents for Pakistan's regional standing 

VII. Economic Spillover into Pakistan's Domestic Policy Space 

A. Link Hormuz-driven energy costs to the SBP's food-inflation warning discussed elsewhere in this issue 

B. Assess the compounding effect on Pakistan's already constrained fiscal and monetary policy space 

C. Evaluate policy options available to mitigate imported inflation amid continued regional instability 

VIII. The Limits of Existing Multilateral Institutions 

A. Assess the United Nations' and other multilateral bodies' capacity to manage the war's cascading effects 

B. Examine the Board of Peace's credibility gap following Netanyahu's rejection of its Gaza framework 

C. Discuss whether emerging regional frameworks like the Mecca pact fill a genuine institutional vacuum 

IX. Towards a Multipolar Regional Order 

A. Situate the Mecca pact within a broader global trend toward multipolarity 

B. Compare this shift to precedents in other regions pursuing strategic autonomy from traditional patrons 

C. Assess the risks of bloc formation for regional stability versus its potential stabilising benefits 

X. Risks of Further Escalation 

A. Identify flashpoints that could widen the conflict further, including Israel's October election and continued 
Houthi activity 

B. Assess the risk that regional bloc formation entrenches rather than resolves underlying tensions with Iran 

C. Discuss the danger of miscalculation amid multiple simultaneous, loosely coordinated crises 

XI. Pathways to De-escalation 

A. Evaluate the prospects for a revised, mutually acceptable Gaza disarmament sequencing framework 

B. Discuss potential diplomatic openings for resolving the Hormuz standoff, including the floated Iran-Oman 
proposal 

C. Assess the role coordinated Gulf-Pakistan-Turkiye diplomacy could play in regional de-escalation 

XII. Lessons for Middle Powers Navigating Great-Power and Regional Rivalry 

A. Draw broader lessons from Pakistan's hedging approach for other middle powers facing similar dilemmas 

B. Assess the trade-offs between bloc alignment and strategic non-alignment in an increasingly multipolar 
world 

C. Discuss the importance of institutionalised, rules-based frameworks over ad hoc crisis diplomacy 

XIII. Conclusion 

A. Reaffirm the thesis: the war has become a structural, ongoing force reshaping regional and global order 

B. Summarise the interconnected economic, security and diplomatic threads examined in the essay 

C. Close with a forward-looking assessment of what durable regional stability would require going forward 
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National (25) 

1. Under which article of Pakistan's Constitution can a new province be created? 

(a) Article 1 (b) Article 175 (c) Article 239 (d) Article 270 

Answer: Article 239 

2. How many phases did the 2026 AJK Legislative Assembly election take place in? 

(a) Two (b) Three (c) Four (d) Five 

Answer: Three 

3. Which party emerged as the single largest party in the 2026 AJK election? 

(a) PPP (b) PML-N (c) PTI (d) MQM 

Answer: PML-N 

4. What percentage quota for women in the labour force was announced under Pakistan's National Youth 
Employment Policy? 

(a) 25% (b) 30% (c) 35% (d) 40% 

Answer: 35% 

5. What percentage annual quota was reserved for youth-led startups under the same policy? 

(a) 5% (b) 8% (c) 10% (d) 15% 

Answer: 10% 

6. How many students will Pakistan send to China for AI/IT training under the new youth policy? 

(a) 500 (b) 1,000 (c) 1,500 (d) 2,000 

Answer: 1,000 

7. In which city is Danish University, announced under the youth policy, being established? 

(a) Lahore (b) Karachi (c) Islamabad (d) Peshawar 

Answer: Islamabad 

8. What was the new petroleum dealers' margin per litre approved by the ECC, effective September 1, 2026? 

(a) Rs8.64 (b) Rs9.98 (c) Rs10.34 (d) Rs11.00 

Answer: Rs9.98 

9. Who chaired the emergency ECC meeting that averted the petrol dealers' strike? 

(a) Ishaq Dar (b) Muhammad Aurangzeb (c) Ali Pervaiz Malik (d) Shehbaz Sharif 

Answer: Muhammad Aurangzeb 

10. In which district did the SSGC gas pipeline blast occur this week, disrupting supply to Quetta? 

(a) Turbat (b) Ziarat (c) Kachhi (d) Sibi 

Answer: Kachhi 

11. In which city was the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement signed on August 7, 2026? 

(a) Riyadh (b) Jeddah (c) Mecca (d) Istanbul 

Answer: Mecca 

12. Which three countries signed the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement? 

(a) Pakistan, Iran, Turkiye (b) Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Turkiye (c) Saudi Arabia, UAE, Pakistan (d) Turkiye, 
Qatar, Pakistan 

Answer: Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Turkiye 

13. Who is Pakistan's Chief of Defence Forces and Army Chief referenced in this week's coverage? 

50-Question MCQ Bank 
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(a) General Qamar Bajwa (b) Field Marshal Asim Munir (c) General Sahir Shamshad Mirza (d) General 
Nadeem Raza 

Answer: Field Marshal Asim Munir 

14. Through which period did the SBP warn agricultural commodity prices could remain elevated? 

(a) Q4 FY26 only (b) First half of FY 2026-27 (c) Full calendar year 2026 (d) Second half of FY 2025-26 

Answer: First half of FY 2026-27 

15. What share of Pakistan's population is reported to be facing hunger-like conditions, per figures cited 
alongside the SBP warning? 

(a) 26% (b) 36% (c) 46% (d) 56% 

Answer: 46% 

16. Which two ministers have publicly backed the creation of new provinces in Pakistan this week? 

(a) Ishaq Dar and Ahsan Iqbal (b) Khawaja Asif and Aqeel Malik (c) Shehbaz Sharif and Bilawal Bhutto (d) 
Ali Pervaiz Malik and Aurangzeb 

Answer: Khawaja Asif and Aqeel Malik 

17. What is the reported number of constitutional articles the informally discussed amendment package could 
touch? 

(a) 57 (b) 87 (c) 117 (d) 147 

Answer: 117 

18. On what date did Pakistan mark its Independence Day this week? 

(a) August 11 (b) August 13 (c) August 14 (d) August 15 

Answer: August 14 

19. How many years of independence did Pakistan mark this week? 

(a) 75 (b) 77 (c) 79 (d) 81 

Answer: 79 

20. Who is Pakistan's Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, quoted repeatedly this week? 

(a) Bilawal Bhutto Zardari (b) Ishaq Dar (c) Khawaja Asif (d) Ahsan Iqbal 

Answer: Ishaq Dar 

21. Which Balochistan city's gas supply was disrupted by the Kachhi pipeline blast? 

(a) Gwadar (b) Quetta (c) Turbat (d) Sibi 

Answer: Quetta 

22. How many people were injured in the Turbat Frontier Corps vehicle blast this week? 

(a) Two (b) Three (c) Five (d) Seven 

Answer: Five 

23. What was the previous fixed petroleum dealers' margin before this week's increase? 

(a) Rs7.30 (b) Rs8.64 (c) Rs9.20 (d) Rs10.00 

Answer: Rs8.64 

24. Which organisation's biannual report warned of food-price risk this week? 

(a) Ministry of Finance (b) Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (c) State Bank of Pakistan (d) Planning 
Commission 

Answer: State Bank of Pakistan 

25. What is the proposed capital of the long-discussed South Balochistan province concept? 

(a) Quetta (b) Turbat (c) Gwadar (d) Panjgur 

Answer: Gwadar 

 

International (25) 



ICEP's CSS Weekly | Issue 13 | Lahore | August 15, 2026 | For CSS/PMS Aspirants Page 106 
 

1. When did President Trump announce the 15-point Board of Peace plan for Gaza's disarmament? 

(a) June 2026 (b) July 2026 (c) August 2026 (d) September 2026 

Answer: July 2026 

2. On what date did Netanyahu formally reject the 15-point Gaza disarmament plan? 

(a) August 3, 2026 (b) August 6, 2026 (c) August 9, 2026 (d) August 12, 2026 

Answer: August 9, 2026 

3. Approximately how many countries comprise the Board of Peace initiative? 

(a) 20 (b) 30 (c) 40 (d) 50 

Answer: 40 

4. When is Israel's next general election scheduled? 

(a) September 15, 2026 (b) October 27, 2026 (c) November 3, 2026 (d) December 1, 2026 

Answer: October 27, 2026 

5. Near which island did the disputed Hormuz oil spill occur this week? 

(a) Kish Island (b) Qeshm Island (c) Hormuz Island (d) Larak Island 

Answer: Qeshm Island 

6. On what date did the wider US-Israel-Iran war begin in 2026? 

(a) January 15 (b) February 28 (c) March 10 (d) April 1 

Answer: February 28 

7. Which independent organisation linked the Qeshm spill to an Iranian attack on a bulk carrier? 

(a) Lloyd's List (b) TankerTrackers (c) Reuters Maritime (d) Marine Traffic 

Answer: TankerTrackers 

8. What was the name of the bulk carrier reportedly attacked by Iran near Oman on August 3, 2026? 

(a) Minoan Pioneer (b) Vela Nova (c) Tihamah (d) Front Altair 

Answer: Minoan Pioneer 

9. How many people were killed in the Houthi strikes on the vessel Tihamah this week? 

(a) Three (b) Four (c) Six (d) Eight 

Answer: Six 

10. How many Pakistani nationals were among those killed in the Tihamah attack? 

(a) One (b) Two (c) Three (d) Four 

Answer: Three 

11. Which Saudi border region was struck by the Houthis on August 7, 2026? 

(a) Jazan (b) Najran (c) Asir (d) Tabuk 

Answer: Najran 

12. Which Panama-flagged vessel was separately struck by a missile off Pakistan's coast this week? 

(a) Tihamah (b) Vela Nova (c) Minoan Pioneer (d) Galaxy Leader 

Answer: Vela Nova 

13. On what date did the Taliban mark five years back in power in Afghanistan? 

(a) August 12, 2026 (b) August 15, 2026 (c) September 1, 2026 (d) July 30, 2026 

Answer: August 15, 2026 

14. By how many people has the number of Afghans needing humanitarian assistance risen since 2021? 

(a) 1.5 million (b) 2.5 million (c) 3.5 million (d) 4.5 million 

Answer: 3.5 million 

15. Approximately what share of Afghanistan's population is in urgent need of humanitarian assistance? 
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(a) 20% (b) 30% (c) 40% (d) 50% 

Answer: 40% 

16. Which Taliban official made a rare acknowledgment of ongoing 'issues and problems' this week? 

(a) Hibatullah Akhundzada (b) Sirajuddin Haqqani (c) Amir Khan Muttaqi (d) Mullah Yaqoob 

Answer: Sirajuddin Haqqani 

17. When did the Geneva trilateral talks first place Russia-Ukraine territorial questions on the agenda? 

(a) December 2025 (b) February 17-18, 2026 (c) June 2026 (d) August 2026 

Answer: February 17-18, 2026 

18. Which two US figures are expected to play an active role in Ukraine talks in August 2026? 

(a) Marco Rubio and JD Vance (b) Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner (c) Antony Blinken and Jake Sullivan 
(d) Mike Pompeo and John Bolton 

Answer: Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner 

19. How many passengers were evacuated after the Russian drone strike on a train in Odesa region this week? 

(a) 150 (b) 240 (c) 340 (d) 440 

Answer: 340 

20. Which country's foreign minister stated the Mecca pact should not remain limited to three countries? 

(a) Saudi Arabia (b) Pakistan (c) Turkiye (d) Egypt 

Answer: Turkiye 

21. Which country has held preliminary quadrilateral talks about potentially joining the Mecca pact? 

(a) Qatar (b) Egypt (c) Jordan (d) UAE 

Answer: Egypt 

22. In which West Bank village did a settler siege escalate into a major Israeli military operation this week? 

(a) Qusra (b) Huwara (c) Beita (d) Turmus Ayya 

Answer: Qusra 

23. Who is the US Ambassador to Israel who criticised settler conduct in Qusra this week? 

(a) Jared Kushner (b) Mike Huckabee (c) Steve Witkoff (d) David Friedman 

Answer: Mike Huckabee 

24. Which former settlement did Israeli Defence Minister Israel Katz visit for a return ceremony this week? 

(a) Ganim (b) Homesh (c) Kadim (d) Sa-Nur 

Answer: Ganim 

25. What percentage of Gaza is estimated to remain under Israeli control, according to Palestinian officials? 

(a) 30-40% (b) 45-55% (c) 60-70% (d) 80-90% 

Answer: 60-70% 
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Organisations in the News 

 

SBP Biannual Monetary Policy Report (August 2026) — Warned of elevated food-inflation risk driven by 
regional-war-linked energy and fertiliser costs, and possible El Nino conditions through H1 FY2026-27. 

UNCTAD Trade and Development Foresights 2026 — Projected global merchandise trade growth slowing to 
1.5-2.5% in 2026 from 4.7% in 2025, citing Middle East conflict and Hormuz disruption as key drivers. 

Pakistan Bureau of Statistics Weekly Sensitive Price Indicator (week ending Aug 6, 2026) — Recorded a 
national average wheat flour price of Rs557.40 per 20kg bag, reflecting continued food-price pressure. 

2026 Global Firepower Index — Basis for assessing the combined military capabilities of Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia and Turkiye under the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement. 

Human Rights Watch Afghanistan Five-Year Assessment — Documented systemic human-rights abuses 
under Taliban rule, particularly affecting women and girls, five years after the 2021 takeover. 

International Rescue Committee Afghanistan Report — Found humanitarian needs at a record level, with 
3.5 million more Afghans needing assistance since 2021 amid shrinking global aid budgets. 

 

State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) — Pakistan's central bank; issued its biannual Monetary Policy Report warning 
of imported food-inflation risk this week. 

Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) — Federal cabinet body that approved the emergency petroleum 
dealers' margin increase averting a nationwide strike. 

Pakistan Petroleum Dealers Association (PPDA) — Organised petrol pump dealers nationwide; called off its 
planned strike after the ECC's margin increase. 

Election Commission of Azad Jammu and Kashmir — Administered the three-phase 2026 AJK Legislative 
Assembly election. 

Board of Peace — US-led, roughly 40-country initiative overseeing the (now-stalled) Gaza disarmament and 
reconstruction framework. 

TankerTrackers — Independent, US-hosted organisation monitoring global shipping movements, central to 
disputing Iran's account of the Qeshm spill. 

International Rescue Committee (IRC) — International humanitarian organisation warning of record 
humanitarian need in Afghanistan five years after the Taliban takeover. 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) — International rights organisation documenting Taliban human-rights abuses in 
its five-year Afghanistan assessment. 

Reports & Indices in the News 
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President Asif Ali Zardari — President of Pakistan; commended PM Shehbaz Sharif and Field Marshal Munir's 
role in strengthening the Mecca pact partnership this week. 

PM Shehbaz Sharif — Prime Minister of Pakistan; launched the National Youth Employment Policy and 
continued promoting the Mecca defence pact. 

Ishaq Dar — Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of Pakistan; condemned the Houthi attack that killed 
three Pakistani sailors. 

Field Marshal Asim Munir — Chief of Defence Forces and Army Chief of Pakistan; commended for his role in 
the Mecca pact's strategic deepening. 

Benjamin Netanyahu — Prime Minister of Israel; rejected the US-backed 15-point Gaza disarmament plan this 
week. 

Volodymyr Zelensky — President of Ukraine; announced intensified August diplomatic engagement with 
international mediators. 

Recep Tayyip Erdogan — President of Turkiye; signalled ambition to expand the Mecca Joint Defence 
Agreement beyond its three founding members. 

Hakan Fidan — Foreign Minister of Turkiye; publicly confirmed plans to grow the Mecca pact's membership. 

Sirajuddin Haqqani — Taliban Interior Minister; marked five years of Taliban rule with a rare acknowledgment 
of ongoing governance problems. 

Mike Huckabee — US Ambassador to Israel; issued a rare public condemnation of settler conduct in the West 
Bank village of Qusra. 

Personalities in the News 
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Word Meaning Synonym Example 

Asymmetric 
federalism 

A federal system in which constituent units 
have differing degrees of autonomy or 
constitutional status 

unequal federal 
arrangement 

AJK's relationship with Islamabad is a 
textbook case of asymmetric federalism. 

Notification 
(electoral) 

The official gazette publication confirming a 
candidate's election 

official confirmation The Election Commission issued 
notification for 21 constituencies after the 
second phase. 

Delimitation The process of fixing the boundaries of 
electoral constituencies 

boundary-drawing Delimitation disputes often shadow 
debates on administrative restructuring. 

Interim 
Constitution 

A provisional constitutional document 
intended to govern until a permanent 
arrangement is settled 

provisional charter AJK has been governed under its 1974 
Interim Constitution Act for over five 
decades. 

Incumbency The holding of an existing political office, 
often examined for its electoral advantage 

office-holding status Incumbency did not guarantee victory for 
every sitting AJK legislator this cycle. 

Proscribed 
organisation 

A group formally banned by the state, 
typically for extremism or unlawful activity 

banned group Security forces monitored sit-ins by a 
proscribed organisation during the polls. 

Plurality The largest single share of votes or seats 
without necessarily exceeding fifty percent 

largest share PML-N secured a plurality of AJK's 
general seats. 

Devolution The transfer of powers from a central 
authority to regional or local government 

power transfer AJK's self-governance is often cited in 
debates on devolution within Pakistan. 

Adjudication The formal process of settling a dispute 
through an authorised body 

formal ruling The Election Commission must complete 
adjudication of the rigging complaints 
promptly. 

Reserved seats Legislative seats set aside for specific 
categories such as women or minorities 

allocated seats AJK's assembly includes reserved seats 
for women and technocrats. 

Coalition 
arithmetic 

The calculation of parties and numbers 
needed to form a governing majority 

majority-building 
calculus 

PML-N's plurality still requires coalition 
arithmetic to form a stable government. 

Legitimacy 
(political) 

The degree to which a government or 
process is accepted as rightful by the public 

rightful authority A transparent count is essential to the 
legitimacy of AJK's new assembly. 

Federation A political system in which power is 
constitutionally divided between a central 
authority and constituent units 

federal union Pakistan's federation comprises four 
provinces plus special territories. 

Bicameral 
consensus 

Agreement reached across both houses of 
a two-chamber legislature 

cross-house 
agreement 

Constitutional amendments in Pakistan 
require broad bicameral consensus. 

Sub-nationalism Political identity and mobilisation centred on 
a region or ethnic group within a larger state 

regional identity 
politics 

Analysts warn new provinces could 
reignite sub-nationalism in Sindh. 

Fiscal federalism The division of financial powers and 
revenue-sharing arrangements between 
central and regional governments 

financial 
power-sharing 

The NFC Award is central to Pakistan's 
fiscal federalism. 

Devolve To transfer authority from a central body to 
a lower or regional level 

decentralise Proponents argue new provinces would 
devolve governance closer to citizens. 

Secession The formal withdrawal of a region from a 
larger political entity 

breakaway Officials stress new provinces are not 
intended to encourage secession. 

Constitutional 
threshold 

The specific majority or procedural 
requirement set by a constitution for a given 
action 

legal requirement bar The two-thirds constitutional threshold 
makes unilateral change difficult. 

Demographic 
weight 

The influence a population's size gives it in 
political representation or resource 
allocation 

population-based 
influence 

Punjab's demographic weight shapes 
debates on its potential division. 

Special economic 
zone 

A designated area with distinct economic 
regulations to attract investment 

SEZ Gwadar's status could be addressed 
through a special economic zone 
framework. 

Consolidated Vocabulary (All 14 Articles) 
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Consultative 
process 

A decision-making method involving 
structured input from stakeholders 

participatory process Ministers say a consultative process 
must precede any new provinces bill. 

Territorial 
integrity 

The principle that a state's borders and 
internal boundaries should remain intact 
and unaltered by force 

boundary inviolability Debates on new provinces are carefully 
framed to avoid implying threats to 
territorial integrity. 

Administrative 
unit 

A defined area of governance created for 
administrative rather than necessarily 
cultural purposes 

governance zone Officials favour describing proposed 
provinces as administrative units rather 
than ethnic homelands. 

Collective 
defence 

A security arrangement in which an attack 
on one member is treated as an attack on 
all 

mutual defence The Mecca pact's collective-defence 
clause binds all three signatories. 

Strategic 
autonomy 

A state's capacity to pursue its security and 
foreign-policy interests independent of 
dominant external powers 

independent strategic 
capacity 

The pact reflects a search for strategic 
autonomy among Muslim-majority states. 

Burden-sharing The distribution of costs and responsibilities 
among partners in an alliance 

shared responsibility Burden-sharing underlies the trilateral 
structure of the new pact. 

Deterrence The prevention of hostile action through the 
threat of a strong response 

dissuasion Pakistan's nuclear capability adds a 
deterrence dimension to the pact. 

Multipolarity An international system characterised by 
several centres of power rather than one or 
two dominant ones 

multi-centred order Analysts describe the pact as part of an 
emerging regional multipolarity. 

Ministerial 
secretariat 

An administrative body supporting an 
alliance's ministerial-level decision-making 

coordinating office Turkiye has proposed a permanent 
secretariat for the pact. 

Symbolism 
(political) 

The use of imagery or gestures to convey 
political meaning beyond their literal content 

emblematic 
messaging 

The Karachi billboards were a clear 
exercise in political symbolism. 

Trilateral Involving three parties three-way The Mecca pact is a trilateral defence 
arrangement. 

De-escalation The reduction in intensity of a conflict or 
dispute 

tension reduction Islamabad has positioned itself as 
favouring de-escalation despite the new 
pact. 

Hedging strategy A foreign-policy approach that avoids full 
alignment with any single power to preserve 
flexibility 

balancing approach Pakistan's outreach to both the pact and 
Iran reflects a hedging strategy. 

Institutional 
architecture 

The formal structures and bodies that give 
an organisation or alliance operational form 

organisational 
framework 

The pact's institutional architecture is still 
being finalised. 

Optics The way an action or event is perceived 
publicly, particularly through visual or 
symbolic cues 

public perception Officials were mindful of the optics of 
military imagery on the billboards. 

Demographic 
dividend 

The economic growth potential arising from 
a large working-age population relative to 
dependents 

youth-driven growth 
potential 

Officials hope the new policy will help 
realise Pakistan's demographic dividend. 

Demographic 
bulge 

A disproportionately large cohort within a 
population's age structure, typically among 
the young 

youth surge Pakistan's youth bulge presents both 
opportunity and policy challenge. 

Need-blind 
admission 

An admissions policy that does not consider 
an applicant's financial background 

merit-only admission Danish University's admissions are 
described as need-blind. 

Underemploymen 
t 

A situation in which workers are employed 
below their skill level or for fewer hours than 
desired 

partial employment 
mismatch 

Underemployment remains a persistent 
challenge among Pakistan's educated 
youth. 

Formal-sector 
employment 

Jobs that are officially registered, taxed and 
regulated, as opposed to informal work 

registered 
employment 

Much of Pakistan's youth workforce 
remains outside formal-sector 
employment. 

Skills mismatch A gap between the skills workers possess 
and those employers require 

training-job gap The AI/IT training pipeline aims to reduce 
Pakistan's skills mismatch. 
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Entrepreneurship 
ecosystem 

The network of institutions, finance and 
support structures that enable new 
businesses to form and grow 

startup environment A functioning entrepreneurship 
ecosystem is essential for the startup 
quota to succeed. 

Human capital The economic value of a population's skills, 
education and health 

workforce capability Investment in education is central to 
building Pakistan's human capital. 

Devolution 
(Eighteenth 
Amendment) 

The 2010 constitutional transfer of subjects 
including education from federal to 
provincial control 

provincial power 
transfer 

Devolution under the Eighteenth 
Amendment complicates uniform federal 
youth policy implementation. 

Monitoring 
mechanism 

A system established to track the 
implementation and outcomes of a policy or 
programme 

tracking system Analysts have called for a transparent 
monitoring mechanism for the new 
policy. 

Welfare state A political system in which the state plays a 
key role in protecting and promoting 
citizens' economic and social wellbeing 

social-protection state The Prime Minister invoked the Quaid's 
vision of a welfare state. 

Capacity 
constraint 

A limitation in institutional or administrative 
ability to implement a plan effectively 

implementation limit Weak capacity constraints have 
hampered previous youth initiatives in 
Pakistan. 

Imported inflation Price increases in a domestic economy 
caused by rising costs of imported goods or 
inputs 

externally driven 
inflation 

Pakistan is highly exposed to imported 
inflation through its fertiliser and energy 
imports. 

Cost-push 
inflation 

Inflation caused by rising production costs 
rather than rising demand 

supply-driven inflation The SBP's warning describes a classic 
case of cost-push inflation. 

Transmission 
mechanism 

The channel through which an economic 
shock or policy change affects other 
variables in the economy 

pass-through channel The SBP traced a clear transmission 
mechanism from energy prices to food 
costs. 

Monetary Policy 
Committee 

The body within a central bank responsible 
for setting interest rates and monetary 
policy 

MPC The SBP's Monetary Policy Committee 
reviews inflation data before each rate 
decision. 

Fiscal 
consolidation 

Government policy aimed at reducing 
budget deficits and public debt 

deficit reduction Subsidy expansion would conflict with 
Pakistan's ongoing fiscal consolidation 
targets. 

Food insecurity A lack of reliable access to sufficient, 
affordable and nutritious food 

food deprivation Rising prices threaten to deepen food 
insecurity for vulnerable households. 

Open market 
operations 

Central bank transactions in financial 
markets used to manage liquidity and 
interest rates 

OMOs The SBP report discussed the growing 
scale of its open market operations. 

El Nino A climate pattern associated with warming 
ocean temperatures that can disrupt rainfall 
and agricultural yields 

climatic anomaly El Nino conditions could further strain 
Pakistan's agricultural output. 

Means-tested A form of targeting support based on an 
assessment of an individual's or 
household's financial need 

needs-based 
targeting 

Analysts recommend means-tested 
rather than universal food subsidies. 

Strategic 
reserves 

Stockpiles of essential goods maintained to 
buffer against future shortages or price 
shocks 

buffer stocks Building strategic wheat reserves could 
cushion future price shocks. 

Price 
pass-through 

The extent to which a change in input costs 
is reflected in final consumer prices 

cost transfer High price pass-through means 
consumers quickly feel global cost 
increases. 

Macroeconomic 
stability 

A state of low inflation, sustainable growth 
and manageable fiscal and external 
balances 

economic steadiness The regional war poses a direct risk to 
Pakistan's macroeconomic stability. 

Dealer margin The fixed profit per unit sold that a retailer is 
permitted to earn under a regulated pricing 
system 

retail margin Petroleum dealers' margins are set 
administratively rather than by market 
competition. 

Economic 
Coordination 
Committee 

A cabinet-level body in Pakistan 
responsible for key economic policy 
decisions 

ECC The ECC approved the emergency 
margin increase to avert a fuel strike. 
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Digitisation drive A coordinated effort to convert manual or 
paper-based processes into digital systems 

digital transition 
initiative 

The petroleum sector's digitisation drive 
aims to improve sales transparency. 

Oil marketing 
company (OMC) 

A company licensed to import, store and 
distribute petroleum products to retail 
outlets 

fuel distribution 
company 

Dealers argued OMCs bore primary 
responsibility for digitisation compliance. 

Ultimatum A final demand or statement of terms, the 
rejection of which will result in a stated 
consequence 

final warning The PPDA issued a 72-hour ultimatum 
before its planned strike. 

Regulated pricing 
mechanism 

A system in which prices are set or adjusted 
according to government-defined rules 
rather than free market forces alone 

administered pricing 
system 

Pakistan's daily fuel pricing mechanism 
is a regulated pricing mechanism linked 
to international benchmarks. 

Quota system A system allocating fixed shares or amounts 
of a good among distributors 

allocation system Dealers have long complained about the 
OMC quota system limiting their supply. 

Sectoral 
bargaining 

Negotiation between government and an 
organised  industry  group  over 
sector-specific terms 

industry-level 
negotiation 

This week's episode reflects a pattern of 
reactive sectoral bargaining in Pakistan's 
fuel sector. 

Pass-through 
pricing 

A pricing approach in which cost changes 
are passed directly to consumers 

cost pass-through The margin hike will be reflected through 
pass-through pricing at the pump. 

Franchise fee A recurring payment made by a franchisee 
to a franchisor for the right to operate under 
its brand 

licensing fee Dealers cited rising franchise fees as a 
justification for their margin demand. 

Crisis bargaining Negotiation conducted under the pressure 
of an imminent disruptive event 

brinkmanship 
negotiation 

Critics described the ECC's emergency 
session as a case of crisis bargaining. 

Benchmark-linke 
d pricing 

A pricing system tied to a reference 
international market indicator 

indexed pricing Pakistan's fuel prices are adjusted daily 
under a benchmark-linked pricing 
system. 

Insurgency An organised rebellion against a recognised 
government, typically using guerrilla tactics 

armed uprising Balochistan's insurgency has persisted in 
its current phase for over two decades. 

Sabotage Deliberate destruction or disruption of 
infrastructure or operations 

deliberate disruption The pipeline blast was an act of 
sabotage targeting critical energy 
infrastructure. 

Ethno-nationalist 
grievance 

A political grievance rooted in the perceived 
marginalisation of a specific ethnic or 
national group 

identity-based 
grievance 

Baloch ethno-nationalist grievance 
predates the current phase of 
insurgency. 

Critical 
infrastructure 

Systems and assets essential to a country's 
functioning, such as energy or water 
networks 

essential 
infrastructure 

Gas pipelines are considered critical 
infrastructure vulnerable to sabotage. 

Low-intensity 
conflict 

Sustained but limited-scale armed conflict, 
often involving irregular tactics 

limited-scale conflict Balochistan's security situation is often 
described as a low-intensity conflict. 

Force protection Measures taken to secure military or 
security personnel and assets from attack 

security safeguarding The Turbat attack raised questions about 
force protection during Independence 
Day deployments. 

Attribution 
(security) 

The process of identifying the perpetrator 
responsible for an attack 

perpetrator 
identification 

Attribution remained unresolved for all 
three incidents this week. 

Resource 
distribution 

The allocation of revenue or benefits 
derived from natural resources among 
stakeholders 

revenue-sharing Disputes over resource distribution are a 
longstanding driver of Baloch grievance. 

Counter-militancy 
operation 

A coordinated security campaign aimed at 
degrading militant or insurgent networks 

anti-insurgent 
campaign 

Provincial authorities continue to conduct 
counter-militancy operations in 
Balochistan. 

Dual-track 
approach 

A strategy combining two parallel methods, 
such as security and development, to 
address a problem 

combined strategy Analysts recommend a dual-track 
approach combining security and 
development in Balochistan. 

Remote-controlle 
d device 

An explosive or mechanism triggered from a 
distance rather than manually at the site 

remotely detonated 
device 

The Kachhi pipeline blast was triggered 
using a remote-controlled device. 
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Civilian toll The human cost, including deaths and 
injuries, borne by non-combatant 
populations during conflict 

civilian casualties Human rights groups remain concerned 
about Balochistan's civilian toll. 

Disarmament The reduction or elimination of weapons 
and military capability 

demilitarisation Hamas's disarmament remains the 
central sticking point in the Gaza peace 
process. 

Sequencing 
(diplomatic) 

The order in which steps of an agreement 
are implemented 

phasing order Disagreement over sequencing has 
stalled the Gaza framework. 

Decommission To formally take out of active service or use, 
often referring to weapons 

deactivate The plan requires Hamas's weapons to 
be fully decommissioned. 

Guarantor 
country 

A state that formally pledges to uphold or 
enforce the terms of an agreement 

backing state Hamas called on guarantor countries to 
prevent violations of the roadmap. 

Multilateral 
initiative 

An effort undertaken jointly by multiple 
countries 

joint international 
effort 

The Board of Peace is framed as a 
multilateral initiative involving roughly 40 
states. 

Coalition base The core group of political parties or 
supporters that sustain a governing 
coalition 

governing support 
bloc 

Netanyahu faces pressure from his 
right-wing coalition base ahead of 
elections. 

Territorial control The extent of physical authority a military or 
governing force holds over an area 

area of control Israel maintains territorial control over a 
majority of Gaza. 

Verification 
mechanism 

A system for confirming compliance with the 
terms of an agreement 

compliance-checking 
system 

A credible verification mechanism is 
essential to any disarmament deal. 

Reconstruction 
(post-conflict) 

The rebuilding of infrastructure and 
institutions following armed conflict 

rebuilding process Gaza's reconstruction depends on a 
stable security transition. 

Political 
brinkmanship 

The pursuit of a dangerous or high-risk 
policy position to gain advantage in 
negotiations 

high-stakes posturing Analysts described Netanyahu's rejection 
as an act of political brinkmanship. 

Tunnel network An underground system of passages used 
for military or logistical purposes 

subterranean 
infrastructure 

Hamas's tunnel network remains a 
central Israeli security concern. 

Occupation 
(military) 

The control of a territory by a foreign military 
power 

military control of 
territory 

Hamas has argued it will not disarm 
while Israeli occupation continues. 

Chokepoint A narrow geographic passage through 
which a large volume of strategic trade or 
shipping must pass 

strategic strait The Strait of Hormuz is one of the world's 
most critical maritime chokepoints. 

De facto control Control that exists in practice, regardless of 
whether it is formally or legally recognised 

practical control Iran has exercised de facto control over 
Hormuz since the war began. 

Freedom of 
navigation 

The internationally recognised principle 
allowing ships to pass through international 
waters without undue restriction 

navigational rights Iran's fee system challenges established 
norms of freedom of navigation. 

Remediation 
(environmental) 

The process of cleaning up or reversing 
environmental damage 

environmental 
cleanup 

Iran demanded compensation for the 
remediation of the Qeshm spill. 

Independent 
verification 

Confirmation of facts by a neutral party not 
aligned with either side of a dispute 

third-party 
confirmation 

Independent verification of the spill's 
origin remains contested. 

Maritime 
governance 

The system of laws, norms and institutions 
regulating the use of the seas 

ocean governance 
framework 

The war has effectively suspended 
normal maritime governance in Hormuz. 

Risk premium An additional cost charged to compensate 
for elevated risk, such as in insurance 

risk-based surcharge Shipping insurance risk premiums have 
risen sharply due to the Hormuz conflict. 

Trade 
diversification 

The spreading of trade routes, partners or 
sourcing to reduce dependence on any 
single channel 

route diversification Energy-importing states are pursuing 
trade diversification to reduce Hormuz 
exposure. 

Ecosystem 
degradation 

The deterioration of a natural environment's 
health and biodiversity 

environmental decline Repeated spills have contributed to 
ecosystem degradation around Qeshm. 

Information 
contest 

A struggle between parties to control public 
narrative and perception 

narrative battle The Qeshm spill dispute reflects a wider 
information contest between Iran and its 
adversaries. 
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Navigational fee A charge imposed on vessels for passage 
through a controlled waterway 

transit toll Iran has begun collecting navigational 
fees from ships transiting Hormuz. 

Belligerent A state or party actively engaged in a war or 
conflict 

warring party Both belligerents have accused each 
other over the spill's true origin. 

Blockade The deliberate obstruction of access to a 
location, typically by military means 

sea-lane obstruction The Houthis declared a naval blockade 
of Saudi Arabia last month. 

Non-combatant 
vessel 

A ship not engaged in military activity, 
typically carrying civilian crew or cargo 

civilian ship The Tihamah was a non-combatant 
commercial vessel struck without 
warning. 

Maritime security The protection of shipping, ports and sea 
lanes from threats such as piracy, terrorism 
or armed attack 

sea-lane security The attacks have sharply escalated 
maritime security concerns in the Red 
Sea. 

Repatriation The return of a person, often deceased, to 
their home country 

return of remains Pakistan's embassy is coordinating the 
repatriation of the deceased sailors. 

Non-state actor An organisation or group that exercises 
significant political or military power without 
being a sovereign state 

irregular armed group The Houthis function as a powerful 
non-state actor in Yemen's conflict. 

Deterrence failure A situation in which measures intended to 
prevent hostile action fail to do so 

failed deterrent Repeated Houthi attacks suggest a 
deterrence failure by naval coalitions in 
the region. 

Truce A temporary agreement to stop fighting ceasefire The collapse of a multi-year truce 
preceded renewed Yemen fighting. 

Consular 
assistance 

Support provided by a state's diplomatic 
missions to its citizens abroad 

diplomatic support 
abroad 

Pakistan's Riyadh embassy is providing 
consular assistance to affected families. 

Rules-based 
maritime order 

The system of international law and norms 
governing the use of the seas 

maritime legal order Houthi attacks are widely seen as 
undermining the rules-based maritime 
order. 

Escalation 
(military) 

An increase in the intensity or scope of a 
conflict 

intensification The Tihamah attack marks a significant 
escalation of the Houthi campaign. 

Solidarity 
(diplomatic) 

Mutual support and shared commitment 
between allied states 

allied support Pakistan's condemnation reflects 
diplomatic solidarity with Saudi Arabia. 

Flag state The country under whose laws a merchant 
ship is registered 

registration country The Tihamah sailed under a Tanzania 
flag state registration. 

De facto 
normalisation 

The practical, unofficial acceptance of a 
government's authority without formal legal 
recognition 

unofficial acceptance Regional anniversary ceremonies reflect 
a degree of de facto normalisation of 
Taliban rule. 

Gender 
persecution 

Systematic discrimination or mistreatment 
targeting individuals based on their gender 

gender-based 
repression 

Human Rights Watch describes Taliban 
restrictions on women as amounting to 
gender persecution. 

Humanitarian 
access 

The ability of aid organisations to reach 
populations in need 

aid access Maintaining humanitarian access 
remains  a  priority  despite 
non-recognition of the Taliban. 

Donor fatigue A decline in international willingness or 
capacity to continue funding humanitarian 
responses 

aid-fatigue Donor fatigue has forced aid agencies to 
scale back services in Afghanistan. 

Absorptive 
capacity 

The ability of a system or country to 
accommodate an influx of people or 
resources 

capacity to absorb Afghanistan's limited absorptive capacity 
strains under mass returnee flows. 

Jurisprudence The theory and philosophy of law, or a 
particular system of legal interpretation 

legal doctrine The new code defines Muslims 
exclusively by reference to Hanafi 
jurisprudence. 

Impunity Exemption from punishment or 
consequences for wrongdoing 

freedom from 
punishment 

Human Rights Watch warned against 
continued impunity for rights abuses. 

Protracted crisis A humanitarian emergency that persists 
over an extended period without resolution 

prolonged emergency Afghanistan remains one of the world's 
most severe protracted crises. 
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Repatriation 
policy 

Government measures governing the return 
of foreign nationals to their country of origin 

deportation policy Pakistan's repatriation policy toward 
Afghans has drawn humanitarian 
criticism. 

Pooled funding 
mechanism 

A humanitarian financing structure 
combining multiple donors' contributions 
into a single fund 

joint donor fund A pooled funding mechanism could help 
sustain Afghanistan's humanitarian 
response. 

Systemic 
discrimination 

Discrimination embedded within a society's 
institutions, laws or practices 

institutionalised bias Rights groups argue the new legal code 
entrenches systemic discrimination. 

Accountability 
mechanism 

A formal process for holding actors 
responsible for wrongdoing 

justice mechanism No effective international accountability 
mechanism currently exists against the 
Taliban. 

Mediation The process of facilitating negotiation 
between conflicting parties through a 
neutral third party 

third-party facilitation Gulf states have offered mediation 
channels in the Russia-Ukraine peace 
process. 

Territorial dispute A disagreement between states or parties 
over control of land 

land-sovereignty 
conflict 

The territorial dispute remains the core 
unresolved issue in the peace talks. 

Special envoy A diplomat appointed for a specific mission 
or negotiation outside normal diplomatic 
channels 

diplomatic 
representative 

Steve Witkoff has served as a special 
envoy in the Ukraine negotiations. 

War fatigue Declining public or political willingness to 
continue supporting a prolonged conflict 

conflict exhaustion War fatigue among some Western 
publics complicates sustained support for 
Ukraine. 

Confidence-buildi 
ng measure 

A limited, low-risk action intended to build 
trust between conflicting parties 

trust-building step A local ceasefire could serve as a 
confidence-building measure. 

Civilian 
infrastructure 

Non-military facilities and systems, such as 
transport or energy networks, serving the 
general population 

public infrastructure The Odesa train strike targeted civilian 
infrastructure. 

Negotiating 
leverage 

The relative power or advantage a party 
holds in a negotiation 

bargaining power Continued strikes are seen as an attempt 
to preserve Russia's negotiating 
leverage. 

Diplomatic 
diversification 

The pursuit of multiple, varied channels for 
diplomatic engagement rather than reliance 
on one 

channel diversification Ukraine's outreach to Gulf states reflects 
diplomatic diversification. 

Humanitarian 
corridor 

A designated safe passage allowing 
civilians or aid to move during conflict 

safe passage route Humanitarian corridors could reduce 
civilian harm even absent a full 
settlement. 

Protracted 
conflict 

A conflict that continues over an extended 
period without resolution 

prolonged conflict The Russia-Ukraine war is now a 
protracted conflict entering its fifth year. 

Reconstruction 
planning 

Preparatory work for rebuilding 
infrastructure and institutions after conflict 
ends 

post-war rebuilding 
preparation 

International partners are engaged in 
reconstruction planning for Ukraine. 

Bilateral channel A direct line of communication or 
negotiation between two parties 

two-party channel Ukraine maintains bilateral channels with 
several potential mediating states. 

Collective 
security 
framework 

An arrangement in which multiple states 
commit to mutual defence against external 
threats 

mutual security 
alliance 

The Mecca pact is envisioned as the 
nucleus of a broader collective security 
framework. 

Institutional 
maturity 

The degree to which an organisation has 
developed established structures, 
procedures and capacity 

organisational 
development 

The pact currently lacks the institutional 
maturity of NATO. 

Quadrilateral Involving four parties four-way Quadrilateral talks with Egypt were held 
on the sidelines of the Riyadh Summit. 

Standing 
command 
structure 

A permanent organisational framework for 
coordinating military planning and 
operations 

permanent military 
command 

NATO's standing command structure 
took decades to develop. 
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Strategic 
non-alignment 

A foreign-policy stance avoiding formal 
commitment to any major power bloc 

non-bloc policy Some smaller regional states have 
historically  preferred  strategic 
non-alignment. 

Interoperability 
(military) 

The capacity of different countries' armed 
forces to operate together effectively 

joint operational 
capability 

Interoperability among the pact's forces 
remains underdeveloped. 

Nucleus 
(organisational) 

A central, foundational core around which 
something larger may develop 

founding core Analysts view the trilateral pact as the 
nucleus of a wider alliance. 

Observer status A form of limited, non-binding participation 
in an international organisation or 
agreement 

limited participation 
status 

Egypt could be offered observer status 
before full accession to the pact. 

Bloc formation The process by which states coalesce into 
an organised political or military grouping 

alliance-building The Mecca pact reflects a broader trend 
of regional bloc formation. 

Great-power 
reliance 

A state's dependence on a major global 
power for security or economic support 

dependence on a 
dominant power 

The pact reflects declining Gulf 
confidence in traditional great-power 
reliance. 

Security 
architecture 

The overall structure of alliances, 
institutions and arrangements shaping a 
region's security 

regional security 
framework 

The pact could reshape the Middle East's 
broader security architecture. 

Consensus-based 
decision-making 

A governance approach requiring general 
agreement among all members before 
action is taken 

collective agreement 
process 

Expanding membership could complicate 
the pact's consensus-based 
decision-making. 

Settler outpost A small, often unauthorised Israeli 
settlement established in the West Bank 

unauthorised 
settlement 

The settler outpost in Qusra blocked 
access to two Palestinian families' 
homes. 

Disengagement 
plan 

Israel's 2005 policy of unilaterally 
withdrawing settlers and military forces from 
certain territories 

unilateral withdrawal 
policy 

Ganim was evacuated under Israel's 
2005 disengagement plan. 

Rule of law The principle that all individuals and 
institutions are subject to and accountable 
under the law 

legal accountability 
principle 

Inconsistent enforcement against 
outposts undermines Israel's rule-of-law 
claims. 

Diplomatic 
censure 

Formal, public criticism issued by a 
diplomatic official or government 

official condemnation Huckabee's remarks amounted to a rare 
diplomatic censure of settler conduct. 

Facts on the 
ground 

Physical or demographic changes that 
influence future political negotiations 

situational realities Continued settlement expansion creates 
new facts on the ground. 

Electoral calculus The strategic considerations a politician 
weighs to maximise electoral support 

political strategy Netanyahu's positioning reflects a clear 
electoral calculus ahead of October. 

Nationalist-religio 
us base 

A political constituency defined by 
combined nationalist and religious 
ideological commitments 

religious-nationalist 
bloc 

Netanyahu has consolidated support 
from his nationalist-religious base. 

Humanitarian 
strain 

Severe pressure on basic living conditions 
and access to essential services 

humanitarian 
hardship 

Displaced Palestinians face continued 
humanitarian strain in Gaza. 

International 
condemnation 

Widespread public criticism from multiple 
states or international bodies 

global censure The Qusra siege prompted widespread 
international condemnation. 

Symbolic 
ceremony 

An event whose significance lies primarily in 
its representative or emblematic meaning 

emblematic event The Ganim return ceremony was widely 
read as a symbolic ceremony signalling 
expansion. 

Bilateral friction Tension or disagreement between two 
states in their diplomatic relationship 

diplomatic tension Continued settler incidents risk bilateral 
friction between Washington and 
Jerusalem. 

Political 
consolidation 

The process of strengthening and unifying 
support within a specific political base 

base-building Netanyahu's recent positioning reflects a 
strategy of political consolidation. 
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9. Peace Deferred: Domestic Politics and the Stalled Gaza Disarmament Plan 

10. Chokepoint Diplomacy: The Strait of Hormuz and the Global Cost of a Regional War 

11. The Red Sea Under Siege: Houthi Escalation and the Global Cost of a Widening War 

12. Five Years of Taliban Rule: Humanitarian Crisis, Regional Normalisation and the Limits of International 
Leverage 

13. Diplomacy Under Fire: Can Talks and Warfare Coexist in the Search for a Russia-Ukraine Settlement? 

14. Building an Alliance From Scratch: Can the Mecca Pact Become a Durable Muslim-World Security 
Architecture? 

15. New Facts on the Ground: West Bank Settlement Expansion and the Shrinking Space for a Two-State 
Solution 

16. Multipolarity in the Middle East: Assessing the Long-Term Significance of the Mecca Joint Defence 
Agreement 

17. Pakistan's Federation at a Crossroads: Balancing Efficiency, Identity and Constitutional Process 

18. The Economics of War: How Middle East Conflict Is Reshaping Global Trade and Inflation in 2026 

19. Energy Security in an Age of Contested Chokepoints: Lessons from the Strait of Hormuz 

20. Middle Powers in a Multipolar World: What Pakistan's 2026 Diplomacy Teaches About Strategic Hedging 
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